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Dear Parents and Carers

It's been a great first day of fransition today, the children have left school with beaming faces and full of
their experiences in their new class with their new teacher. With only one more day until the children begin
their long summer holiday | wanted to share some exciting activities that you can share with your children
over the holidays. Of course whilst we recognise that many children and families have been doing a lot of
home learning in recent weeks, and that having a break will be beneficial, it is also important that children
still practise these skills where possible in order to give them the best possible start in September. As a school,
we have come together to come up with activities that will really benefit the children and not be too
onerous on your summer holiday.

We have tried to keep it simple so that if you have more than one child in school, they can complete the
activities together. Firstly, you may have read about the local library summer reading programme whereby
children read 6 books in 6 weeks. We would like to use/extend the challenge to all the children in school,
from Nursery to year 6, to fry and ‘Read around the Globe' in 6 weeks. We are challenging children to read
or share books with adults at home that represent every country around the world, so this could include
where the author comes from, or maybe the story setting itself. Children can read recipes, fiction,
non-fictions blogs... there are so many different things that children can read or share. In September, we will
be encouraging children to share their love of reading with everyone in their class around what they have
been reading/sharing at home; Mrs Astirbadi will also be finding out whether we can indeed say whether as
a school, we have ‘Read around the Globe'.

We would also like children to keep practising their times-tables which are key to making good progress in
maths. Children could count going upstairs, they could create a rap, use their TT Rockstars login to practise,
just a few ideas. Age related expectations for knowing their times tables are outlined below. As a challenge
can your children say their times tables from 1 x up to 12 x, then back again, so they could count up going
upstairs, then back when they come downstairs.

Reception Countin ones, ensuring 1 means one thing/object.

Year 1 2,5and 10

Year 2 2,3,5and 10

Year 3 2,3,4,5,8,10

Year 4 2,3,4,5,6,7,9,10

Year 5 2,3,4,5 6,7,8,9,10,11,12
Also, choose a times table that they are unsure of, learn them so
they are as efficient as saying the 10 times table

Year 6 Know all the times tables as well as reciting the 10 x tables

Lastly, you may be already aware that this year Medway submitted a bid to be ‘UK City of Culture’ in 2025.
The bid is being shaped by the people across Medway towns, villages and peninsula. We would like our
Featherby children to join and get involved in the programme in a similar project. When you go out for a
day visiting the many attractions in Medway, we would like children to write a postcard to either send to
school or bring in with them on the first day back, to outline what the attraction has to offer. Children can
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write as many postcards as they like and write as much or little as they would like but need to focus on how
the attraction celebrates Medway, this may be a summary of the activity, it may be a drawing with labels or
it might simply be a sentence which outlines how the activity made them feel. In September we will use the
postcards to promote a range of learning opportunities.

Please note, whilst we would encourage children to stay active and continue being interested in their
learning these activities are not compulsory. Some parents have enquired whether their children can still use
Lexia during the holidays, YES, Lexia is a briliant resource and will really support the children who have
logins. Children will also be bringing their class text home to read and knowledge organisers so that they feel
prepared for their learning when they come back to school in September. Please note, any work will not be
marked by their teachers, instead the teachers will celebrate anything that comes into school with the rest
of the class which will be used to promote discussion and elaboration.

If you have any questions around the summer project or would like any support, please contact me.
Thank you for your continued support
Kind regards

Liz Kramen
Qssistant Headleacher
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