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Dear Parents and Carers,

Nick Osborne 
Chief Executive

I would like to welcome our new parents and carers to the Maritime family as our
new Nursery and Reception children embark on their educational journey in a

Maritime School.  It has been wonderful to see the children settling back into the
routines of school and a more ‘normal’ school experience.  

I would also like to welcome Matthew Bulpitt, our new Deputy CEO who joined the
Central Trust team in September.  You can find out more about Matthew and his role

on page 4 of the newsletter. 

Maritime reached a major milestone this term, as we turned 5 years old.  I am
incredibly proud of what we have created at Maritime and I am so grateful to
everyone across the Trust for the valuable role they have played in making a

difference to our children, families and communities. You can find out more about
our celebrations in this newsletter.  

I am delighted that our brand new free school (Ebbsfleet Green Primary School)
opened its doors in September in state of the art accommodation. I had the pleasure

of ‘cutting the ribbon’ at their fun filled open day.   The new academy will provide
facilities for up to 420 mainstream pupils with a 26 place nursery and  Specialist

Resource Provision (SRP) for up to 15 pupils. As part of our commitment to children
with SEND we have also been able to expand our special needs provision at

Danecourt by opening satellite classes in Bligh and Featherby schools meaning that
Danecourt can provide specialist education for more children and their families.

I hope you all enjoy the extended half term break. 

Best wishes,
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Meet our new Deputy CEO

I started my teaching career in 1995, spending 15 years working in the Borough of Bexley. In that
time I taught in three different schools and across all key stages, spending 8 years as Deputy
Headteacher at Foster's Primary School in Welling.   My first headship was a secondment at
Barnehurst Junior School, where I led the school out of Special Measures and facilitated its
amalgamation with the Infant School.   I then moved to to become Headteacher at Crofton Junior
School in Bromley, a six form entry school with over 750 children.   Once again the school then
joined with the Infant school creating the Crofton Schools Academy Trust and in 2012 I moved to
Greenwich being appointed Headteacher at Eltham Church of England Primary School.  On arrival I
quickly changed the culture and expectations of the school  to establish a strong and outward
looking community - working with colleagues in Greenwich and the Southwark Diocese to create
peer reviews, subject networks and leadership development. 

In 2016 I was appointed as Executive Headteacher for Eltham CofE and St Alfege with St Peter's in
Greenwich; once again establishing sustainable school development and improvement through
leadership and shared vision.   Meanwhile Eltham was undergoing a re-build and I continued to
work across all of the Church of England Schools in Greenwich on collaborative professional
development and improvement.   

In 2021 after 13 years as a Headteacher, I was appointed Deputy CEO at Maritime Academy Trust,
where I am looking forward to working with the schools and central team to ensure that children
attending a Maritime school receive the best teaching and learning experiences to ensure that they
have the best start in life.

Matthew Bulpitt, Deputy CEO

Trust Updates



Maritime News | Updates • Page 5

Trust Updates

Maritime's New Website

Millennium Roof Replacement SCA Project
Millennium Primary School is now 85% of the way through its
flat roof replacement project with works progressing well.
We have had a few minor setbacks due to bad weather and
detail to the edge coverings that has now been agreed. The
works have progressed  well and we are looking at the roof
being completed by the time the school returns after the
October half-term.

Sky lights have started  to be installed to the main roof and
pararapide  sealer is now being applied to the plant roof
ready for the sealer coat to complete this area of works. The
"Telly Tubby" roof has been stripped and has now received 1
out of 3 felt layers before the rubber matting will be installed.

https://www.maritimeacademytrust.org/index.asp#
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Trust Updates
Kick-Starters 
A warm welcome to Isobel, Michelle and Mitchal who
have joined the central team as part of the Kickstart
programme. Kickstart is a Government scheme that
provides funding for employers to create jobs and work
experience for young people that will support them in
developing their future careers.   Last year, one of our
schools was able to offer a permanent position to their
Kickstarter person at the end of their 6 month initial
placement.

This year Isobel will be supporting the HR team as an HR
Assistant, Mitchal is supporting the finance team as a
Finance Assistant and Michelle has joined the marketing
team as a Digital Media and Marketing Assistant.

We would like to welcome them all to Maritime and wish them luck in their new roles!
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Trust Updates
Maritime Turns 5!
Maritime Academy Trust is celebrating a major milestone this term.  The trust turns 5-years-old
and all of our academies will be joining in the celebrations to mark the occasion.  

Pupils and staff  from all of our schools across the Trust are marking the occasion with a series
of celebrations which include a video being made, cakes delivered to staff and much more.  We
look forward to sharing the celebrations with you over the next few months.

“The Trustees and I are very pleased with the collaborative work we have
achieved over the last five years, resulting in better outcomes and more
opportunities for our children.  The children and staff within the Trust
have benefitted from being part of a larger family of schools and I am
incredibly proud of what we have created.  I would like to thank everyone
across the Trust for the important role they have taken in making a
difference to our children, staff, families and communities.  We are
working on exciting plans for the next ten years and we look forward to
sharing these with you soon.”

Nick Osborne, Chief Executive



Danecourt Expansion Project
In order to meet the high demand for special school places at Danecourt we have been working
with Medway Local Authority to look at how we can support in meeting some of the need. The
obvious solution was to create the spaces on Danecourt's Gillingham site, however as a result
of a lack of space for any further expansion we had to look at alternative ways to create the
additional spaces. Danecourt did this by working with two of our schools within the Trust, Bligh
and Featherby. Both these schools did have additional space which we have developed to
create an additional 48 special school places for children with special educational needs in
Medway.

Danecourt@Bligh opened to children at the beginning of this academic year. In total there are
24 children attending Bligh, split across two classes. Although the children have their own
designated area within the school, they are very much part of the school. 

Danecourt@Featherby opened on 11th October to 24 children in Reception and Year 1. Over
the summer, the previous “Sunshine” building has been completely transformed into an
amazing woodland themed space that offers the children purpose built spaces within which
they are able to access all aspects of their learning.

Rather than having a main school site with satellite provisions, we see Danecourt School as
being located across 3 sites:

Each of the sites are different with regard the use of the spaces and the needs of the children
attending them, however they all provide the same highly personalised offer to the children, all
of whom remain very much part of Danecourt School. The staff at Bligh and Featherby have
made all of the staff and children feel extremely welcome and they are now looking forward to
working together to further benefit all of the children across the schools.

• Danecourt@Bligh
• Danecourt@Featherby
• Danecourt@Gillingham

Maritime News | Danecourt Expansion• Page 8



Barnsole Primary School
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Address: Barnsole Road, Gillingham, Kent ME7 2JG

Website: www.barnsoleprimary.medway.sch.uk

Email: office@barnsoleprimary.medway.sch.uk

Telephone: 01634 333400

World's Biggest Coffee Morning 
Barnsole have had a great first term of the year, not only welcoming our children back but
welcoming our parents back into our school! We joined in with the World's Biggest Coffee morning
and invited parents to come and enjoy a slice of cake with us and help raise money for Macmillan
Cancer Support. Thanks to the generosity of parents and children we managed to raise an amazing
£580.  Well done Barnsole! 

The fundraising did not stop there this term.  We also joined in with Young Minds #HelloYellow and
brightened up Barnsole by wearing yellow and helping to raise awareness for Mental Health. We
managed to raise £218 to help Young Minds and the great work they do to support children and
their mental health.

Hello Yellow!

Harvest Festival Collection
The children at Barnsole voted on a local charity
that they wished to to help support and donate
food to for this year's Harvest Festival Collection.
The Gillingham Street Angels received the highest
votes and we managed to donate a fantastic
amount to help support them in supplying food
to people in our local community.



Bligh Primary School
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Address: Bligh Way, Strood, Rochester, Kent, ME2 2XJ

Website: www.blighprimaryschool.co.uk

Email: office@bligh-maritime.org

Telephone: 01634 336220

Hello Yellow
On Friday 8th October, children and staff wore their
very best yellow outfits to raise awareness about
mental health. This was specifically for the Young Minds
charity. Our children's wellbeing both physically and
mentally is our key priority as a school. We believe by
raising awareness we will break down barriers. Thank
you to the generosity of our parents, carers and
children at Bligh, we raised an impressive £433.96 for
the Young Minds charity. We thank you so much for all
your support.

Dragon's Den
During term 1, children at Bligh Primary School have
been putting both their Design & Technology skill
and entrepreneurial skill to the test in our very own
Dragons Den. Children across the school have been
developing their design skills making Windchimes in
Nursery, gingerbread people in Reception, clay pots
in year 1, suitcases for Paddington Bear in year 2,
confectionary in year 3, lighthouses with working
circuits in year 4 and model cars in year 5.

Democracy at work!
The whole school has been going democracy crazy with the new round of voting for this year's
Head Girl and Head Boy. The year 6 teachers received several written nominations and the
nominees planned amazing campaigns including posters and speeches. All the children and
teachers across the school voted for their representatives on Friday 8th October. The vote was
extremely close, however, both Kalina Georgieva and Markuss Spolans were voted as Head Girl
and Head Boy for 2021-22. Very well done to both.

Seeing the design process in action has been amazing. Who knows, we could
have another Marie Curie or James Dyson on our hands.



Brooklands Primary School
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Address: Medebourne Close, Blackheath, London, SE3 9AB

Website: www.brooklandsschool.org.uk

Email: info@brooklands-maritime.org

Telephone: 020 8852 8210

Coffee Morning 
On October 8th, we decided to take part in #MacmillanCoffeeMorning. We had lots of delicious
sweet treats and it was a great chance for parents to catch up!

Forest School
Year 2 had a great time competing in Brookland's forest
school this term. Their challenge was to build the tallest
tower from sticks. They had to use creativity and teamwork,
working with our school values.  They managed to create
some very tall towers!

Featured in Twinkl Blog
Brooklands was featured in the Twinkl Blog
recently, where it discussed the new compulsory
study 'Relationship Education' and how classrooms
can become 'LGBTQ+' inclusive. As a result of this,
Brooklands have ordered books and other
resources for the children.

 "In September 2020, Relationships Education was
made compulsory for all primary age children.
Within this, the opportunity is presented to teach
children about about LGBTQ+ families and
relationships"

Click here, to find out more.

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/blog/what-does-an-lgbtq-inclusive-classroom-look-like


Danecourt School
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Address: Hotel Road, Gillingham, ME8 6AA

Website: www.danecourtschool.com

Email: info@danecourt-maritime.org

Telephone: 01634 232589

As well as being extremely busy welcoming all the new children starting at
Danecourt this term, we have also launched an extremely exciting fundraising
campaign.  The campaign is called “Imagine the Impossible” and the aim is to
raise £150,000 to buy an immersive classroom that will be located at school.

What is an immersive classroom?

Imagine swimming with dolphins, floating with bubbles, or joining a spacecraft in flight. With an
immersive classroom all these things are possible! An immersive room will allow us to bring the real
world into our school giving our children experiences that they may not ordinarily encounter.
The immersive classroom combines three interactive film walls with projected images and
controllable lights, sounds, temperature, vibrations - even smells. We want all our children to explore
the world in the fullest way possible and an immersive classroom allows them to do this but in a
completely safe environment.

As you can see from our lovely short film (click here), the children responded amazingly to the mobile
immersive classroom- just think of all the things the children could experience if we had a permanent
classroom at school.

We would also love to offer others the immersive experience and although the classroom will be
primarily for the children at Danecourt School, we aim to let it to others, for example: other schools
in Medway, toddler groups, local charities, care homes and elderly groups and other schools within
the Trust. 

Fundraising has already begun to raise money for this fantastic and worthwhile cause -

The aim is to raise £150,000 for all the sensory experiences needed at Danecourt and with your help
we can do it! Please support us to "Imagine the Impossible" and help us in any way you can by
clicking here.

• Marc, who is Dad to Dexter who attends Danecourt and Becks, sister to Clare who is part of the
office team at Danecourt both ran the virtual London marathon

• Members of Danecourt staff took part in The Glow in the Park night run
• Lauren Pope, who is a teacher at Danecourt, will be walking 100km across the Moroccan desert 

https://youtube.com/watch?v=HqtN-qdpejM
https://app.investmycommunity.com/DCimaginetheimpossible


Ebbsfleet Green Primary 
School
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Address: Bligh Way, Strood, Rochester, Kent, ME2 2XJ

Website: www.ebbsfleetgreenprimary.org.uk

Email: info@ebbsfleetgreenprimary.org.uk

Telephone: 01987 591 627

Our Grand Opening
We were delighted to host our official Grand Opening on Saturday, 25th
September, 2021 and to be able to celebrate this magnificent occasion
with our wider community. It was wonderful to enjoy a day of fun-filled
activities hosted by communities and local businesses as well as being
able to share our new state-of-the-art building with everyone. We firmly
believe that by collaborating and partnering with others, we can create
even-better educational experiences and outcomes for our children. We
have already forged strong relationships with local businesses and shops,
community groups and local artists and are delighted to be part of such a
wonderful new and growing community

We are extremely grateful to everyone for supporting Ebbsfleet Green on
this journey so far and we are looking forward to the exciting adventures
that lay ahead.

"Our new school is really great; it was so
exciting coming back to school and seeing my
new classroom. The library is huge and there
are loads of places to play. We are going to
start a school allotment and grow vegetables.
It is brilliant."

Mahi, Willow Tree Class

“I love being in our new school building. I get to ride
my bike to school every day and park it up in our
bike shed. We have a really big MUGA to play in and
lots of new equipment to play with. I can’t wait to
start pond dipping!”

Christiaan, Elder Tree Class

Family Dining
This term, the launch of Family Dining has been extremely
successful and we are all so pleased with how well the children
have adapted to our new lunchtime initiative. Family dining
allows the children to eat in groups with children of all ages. It
encourages older children to support younger children and so
fosters positive relationships between children throughout the
whole school. At Ebbsfleet Green, being part of a community is
an integral part of our school. Belonging within a team and
showing respect are values which we believe should be evident
at all times of the day, including lunchtimes. We are very proud
of how our children have displayed these values this term - they
are truly amazing.



Featherby Infant and 
Junior School
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Address: Infants, Allington Road, Gillingham,

Kent, ME8 6PD • Juniors, Chilham Road,

Gillingham ME8 6BT

Website: www.featherby-jun.medway.sch.uk

Email: admin@fpsmat.org

Telephone: 01634 231072 (Infant) 01634

231984 (Junior)

Featherby Family Liaison Officer 
We are lucky enough at Featherby to have been able to extend our holistic support to our families by
appointing a Family Liaison Officer.  Let us introduce you to Mrs Foreman

"Hello!
I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself, my name is Mrs Foreman and I am
the Family Liaison Officer at Featherby Infant and Junior School. The purpose of my role
within the school is to work with our children, families, parents and carers in the school to
enable all children to have access to educational opportunities and help them to overcome
any potential barriers to learning. I will be working to offer support in all aspects of life such
as housing, attendance, health, relationships and any other concerns you, as parents may
have in order to give the children the best chance of achieving what they are capable of.
Throughout my previous roles I have worked closely with young people and their families to
offer support and guidance in order to help families. I very much look forward to working
with you and your children in the future!"

Mini First-Aiders!
In year 6, we were fortunate enough to take part in a First Aid training session. To
start with, we were asked what we would do in different scenarios featuring medical
incidents or emergencies - we knew a little bit about some of them but weren't sure
about how best to help in some. The instructor went through some of the basics
with us: how to call for an ambulance and which information to give; dealing with
minor burns and how best to protect the area; what to do with cuts, including when
someone is losing a lot of blood and what to do if someone is choking. To round off
our training, we learnt  how to do CPR. There are quite a few steps to do but we
worked hard and by the end could successfully perform CPR on the dummy. We
learnt a lot whilst having a lot of fun. Hopefully, we won't need to use our new skills
but if needed, we are more than capable of helping someone in need.

Danecourt@Featherby
Our old nursery building on the corner of Allington Road and Lenham Way
completed it's renovation and refurbishment this term. It has been completely
transformed into a modern, welcoming environment for children to learn and
develop in. This building will be used for Year R and Year 1 children from
Danecourt Special School, which is one of our sister schools under the
Maritime Academy Trust. The children started on Monday 11th October and
we were delighted to welcome them to their new school building.



Greenacres Primary School
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Address: Witherston Way. Eltham, London

SE9 3JN

Website: www.greenacres.org.uk

Email: office@gpsmat.org

Telephone: 020 8857 4965

New Science Lab Opens At Greenacres
On the 13th September, 2021, our new Science Lab was officially opened
by three of our Greenacres’ Gardeners accompanied by Frank Fearn (from
Friends of Coldharbour Open Spaces) and Francesca Whymark (the vice
chair of our local academy council).  The creation of the lab is the
brainchild of our deputy headteacher, Sarah Armstrong and the team’s
commitment to the Science Quality Mark.

The children of Greenacres are excited to use the lab with its rich range of
resources meeting all the requirements of the national curriculum and
beyond. All our learning centres around working scientifically which involves
the processes of science including types of question, reasoning using
scientific evidence and analysing and interpreting data. Although, we teach
every aspect of science, the lab was especially designed to include year-
round use of our outdoor gardening area and Hot House which we are using
to grow our own seasonal fruit and vegetables. Our children delighted in
trying a variety of courgette, aubergine,onions, potatoes, beans and berries. 
We particularly loved the cherry tomatoes! Our lovely cook, Sherry, is
helping us think of creative ways of cooking the vegetables which our
children will enjoy and we can’t wait to try next month’s pumpkin dishes!

Kids' Café
Reflecting our commitment to mental health and wellbeing through healthy eating,
our monthly Kids’ Café in our community garden aims to support our: ‘good food;
good mood’ message. This year, we will be able to also use our own grown fruit and
vegetables in our healthy dishes. Of course, this also supports our commitment to
enterprise and, this month, Willow Tree Class made an impressive £96!  As we grew
the root vegetables, tomatoes and herbs used in their pasta bake, their only outlay
was pasta and cheese. Every class will have a turn in hosting Kids’ Café this year.

Looking Forward
Our next ambition is to further develop our outdoor area with a permanent
Kids’ Café. We would also like to further improve our physical development
with a new cycle track in our KS1 playground. We are currently bidding for
grants for both and will keep you updated with our progress.



Hook Lane Primary School
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Address: Faraday Road, Welling, Kent DA16 2ET

Website: www.hooklaneprimary.co.uk

Email: info@hooklane-maritime.org

Telephone: 0208 303 3839

Forest School Area 
Some of the teachers at Hook Lane spent time in the summer
holidays improving the forest school area and all the teachers
have been thinking about ways to incorporate forest school time
into their teaching of different topics and subjects. Here are some
of our children enjoying their time in the forest school.

Woodland Farm Trip 
We are really excited to be bringing back school trips! Year 1 have
been on the bus to Woodlands Farm as part of their learning about
the seasons and about the senses and using them to understand
the world around us. They had a wonderful time. When they got
back to school they wrote about what they had enjoyed the most.

Developing Children's Speaking Skills
This year the whole school are working on developing the children’s
speaking skills. We want the children to be active participants in their
learning by explaining their ideas, opinions and reasoning in various
contexts, such as whole class or group discussions, presentations,
speeches and debates. This starts in Early Years where the children are
learning the language of conversation and continues through the school
where the children are applying the skills they learn across all the subjects
of the curriculum.

In whole school assemblies we have been using different stimuli to engage
the children in small group discussions. The children sit in mixed age
groups with Year 6 supporting Year 1 and Year 5 supporting Year 2 with a
view to improving their vocabulary and ideas. One week the children had a
look at Mrs Sheekey’s speech for prospective parents and came up with
lots of other ideas about our school for her to add in! Some weeks we look
at picture books with themes of inclusion, celebrating our differences and
dealing with our worries. These are a couple of books that we have used
recently.

We have also included our parents and carers with a homework activity.
Children came home wearing a sticker with a question on it to be discussed
together at home!



Millennium Primary School
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Address: 50 John Harrison Way, Greenwich

London, SE10 0BG

Website: www.millenniumprimary.org.uk

Email: info@millennium-maritime.org

Telephone: 020 8858 0394

Favourites Day
Millennium have had a brilliant start to the new school year with all children settling well into their
new year groups. To celebrate we hosted our very own favourites day - where all children and adults
dressed in their favourite clothes, or as their favourite hero. See how much fun was had by taking a
look at our photos below.

Skip2befit Into School
Following Covid and the numerous lockdowns, at Millennium we have had a big push on PE and
fitness with all our children.  On Thursday 7th October we welcomed Skip2befit into school.  All
children and staff spent a whole day skipping and learning about the importance of keeping fit and
healthy.  It soon became apparent that staff also needed to work on their fitness!!!  Children were set
a number of challenges which they all worked hard to achieve.  Since skipping has become part of
their PE warm up to get their blood pumping.



Nightingale Primary School
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Address: Bloomfield Road, Woolwich, London,

SE18 7JJ

Website: www.nightingaleprimary.org.uk

Email: info@nightingale-maritime.org

Telephone: 020 8854 6838

Developing Children's Handwriting
We are focusing on writing at Nightingale this term. Across
the school, we are developing children's handwriting so that
their presentation is good and also working on SPAG
(spelling, punctuation and grammar) and the content. We
want children to incorporate some of the fantastic story
language they read into their own writing as they develop
their own style. Here is a photo of the fabulous Macbeth
writing that Y5 have produced.

London Marathon
Huge congratulations to Lisa who ran the
London Marathon in aid of the Royal
Marsden. The photo shows when she was
at Mile 17, and she's looking fighting fit!
We have raised £2000 for the Royal
Marsden Cancer Charity. A massive
thanks to Lisa for running for such a
worthy cause!

Welling Sports Coaching
Welling Sports Coaching are now providing PE sessions and
lunchtime activities at Nightingale. Our aim is that by investing
in professional sports coaching, our children will develop a
greater level of knowledge and skill in a broad range of sports
and will develop a life long love of exercise.

Learning Events
Over September & October, Nightingale was able to kick
off the year with our immersion events across the
school. The highlight of our immersion event  was the
events that the children planned. In year 2, the children
celebrated their learning with a 'Tiger Who Came to  Tea'
Party. We look forward to hosting more events in and
out of school to immerse our pupils in unforgettable
experiences.



Timbercroft Primary School
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Email: info@timbercroft-maritime.org

Telephone: 020 8854 6915

Address: Timbercroft Lane, Plumstead

London, SE18 2SG

Website: www.timbercroft.greenwich.sch.uk

Year 5 at PGL Residential Trip
After waiting nearly two years, finally 28 children from Year 5
travelled to Marchants Hill PGL Adventure Centre in Guildford
on Wednesday 22nd September 2021. They had a fantastic
time, learning new skills, developing their team building skills
and pushing themselves to try activities they had never taken
part in before. They learnt to survive in the outdoors by
building shelters and lighting fires with a flint and steel. They
learnt how to shoot a rifle in Rifle Shooting and a bow and
arrow in Archery. The children flew to new heights on the Zip
Wire, the High Wall Climb and the Giant Swing. Their teams
were tested in the Raft Building activity. They were all able to
build their rafts that successfully floated in the pond, however
the children in all groups didn’t stay on for long.

The children were so well behaved, showing everyone at
Marchants Hill how respectful, polite and hard working
they all were. We definitely have children who are going to
follow in Bear Grylls’ footsteps

A huge thank you to the staff who took the children for the
two night residential, giving up your own time to give the
children the experience which they will remember forever. 

Year 3 Stone age Day
Year 3 are studying The Stone Age in history. In order to fully
engage the children we decided to hold a Stone Age Day. Prior
to this day we had learnt where in history The Stone Age came
and  some other key terms and dates. However, we felt it was
important to fully immerse the children in this historic period so
that their learning took on context. Some of the activities the
children took part in were: cave painting (with sticks and mud),
digging for artefacts in sand, hunter/gatherer PE, cooking of
Stone Age stew and working together as teams to solve
historical questions. After this day we continued with our
history lessons and found that their enthusiasm and knowledge
had widened. 
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Trust Updates
Early Careers Teachers go to Forest School
The Early Career Framework is a new two year development programme for newly qualified
teachers that the Trust is delivering in conjunction with Thames Gateway and the Education
Development Trust.

Our 2021 cohort of Early Career Teachers kicked off the new term at a conference with a
difference!   A day of outdoor learning at Forest school was a fantastic opportunity for them to
build relationships and capture some exciting learning to take back to their classrooms.



Keep informed

@MaritimeMAT

@MaritimeAcademyTrust

www.tes.com/jobs/employer/maritime-
academy-trust-1162586

Telephone: 020 8016 6064
Email: info@maritimeacademytrust.org

Suggestions
We are always keen to receive your feedback.

Please email your suggestions to Rebecca Byrne
at rbyrne@matoffice.org

Maritimeacademytrust.org


