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It’s never a quiet week at Featherby, is it! I've particularly
enjoyed making the phone calls home to parents, informing
them how wonderful their children are and how deserved their
invitation to my tea party is. This week we had Road Safety
Week when teachers have been raising awareness with the
children on how to keep themselves safe. The timing couldn’t
have been better as some of our Year 6 children have this week
been doing their bikeability (cycling proficiency) training - taking
those steps towards independence ready for secondary school.
Nursery parents have been joining us for some story-telling
workshops and sessions which was so much fun for everyone
involved. Year 6 parents came to an information meeting led by
Mrs Astirbadi on what to expect of the SATs tests and how to
support their child through the challenges of this year. We've
also had parents in to work with Medway Adult Education and to
enrol on their own learning journey too and, if that wasn’t
enough today we have been in non-uniform. Thank you so much
for your kind donations towards the tombolas for the Xmas Fair
next Friday - your generosity and support means so much. |
hope to see you all at the Fair next Friday - | can’t wait to see
you all there! '

The Christmas Song Advent Calendar
The children will be soon practising their Christmas songs, ready to make those memorable class
videos. Just Like opening the door on your advent calendar, over the last couple of weeks of

term, we will be giving you a little treat by Launching one or two v ADVENTeod . %
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class videos each day, watch this space! Once uploaded, you'll be
able to watch your child’s class video anytime and show nannies
and grandads etc too. We have a small number of children for
whom we don’t have consent to include their child’s image in
these videos and we Wwill contact those parents individually.

Xmas Jumper ‘Swap Shop’

We have Christmas Jumper day coming up in a couple of weeks and
we Know how expensive they are. |f your child has grown out of
their jumper (and you don't have someone to donate it to) send it in
to school. Mrs Foreman, our FLO, Will be arranging a session for
parents to pop in and see if one of the donated jumpers would fit
for your child (so We can minimise parents buying new ones for one
day!). Send in the ones that are too small next week, and we'll
Keep you posted for when to come in and see if there's one for
your child. Thank you

Fri 1st December
3.30pm - 6pm
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School Events

Events in Red = Events When parents in certain year groups come in to join us (dates for your diary)
Events in Blue = Events happening in school for the children, that doesn’t involve parents coming in
As We add new dates each week we'll flag it up to you So you spot any new dates/events

1st December Christmas Fair

7th December Christmas Jumper Day

8th December Year 2 parents join the children for their Big Outcome (pm)
8th December Year S Trip Day

11th December Year 1 Trip Day

13th December Nursery Christmas Nativity performance (parents choose am or pm)
15th December Wear a Christmas Hat day - for brain tumour Awareness
15th December Xmas Dinner Day in school

19th December Reception Christmas Nativity Peformance No.1 (pm)

20th December Reception Christmas Nativity Performance No.2 (am)

22nd December Pantomime Production in school (thanks to the PTA)

22nd December Last day of Term 2
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8th January First day of Term 3

15th, 16th, 22nd NEW Reception Parents to join us for phonics sessions With their child in
& 23rd January class 9am sessions over 4 days (parents choose 1 day to come along)
6th February Year 6 - Nursing team visit for height & weight checks

6th February Year 1 Big Outcome (parents to come along) - afternoon

9th February Last day of Term 3

19th February 2024 First day of Term U

7th March 2024 World Book Day (children and staff dress up as book characters)
12th March 2024 Parents Evening (day 1) - Whole School

14th March 2024 Parents Evening (day 2) - Whole School

15th March 202u Red Nose Day (wear red to school)

26th March 2024 Year 1 Eid Celebration for parents to come along - afternoon

28th March 202u Last day of Term u

PTO for more dates...
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15th April 2024
6th May 2024
17th May 2024
215t May 2024
(23rd May 202U4)
24th May 2024
3rd June 2024
Sth June 2024
(7th June 2024)
28th June 2024
8th July 2024

2uth July 2024

Dates to be confirmed soon:

* Nursery Big Outcome - Term U
e Year 3 Big Outcome Term S
e Year S Big Outcome Term 5

First day of Term S

Bank Holiday

Reception - Big Outcome (parents to come along) - afternoon

KS1/KS2 Sports Day (including parent picnic with the children)

Reserve date for KS1/KS2 Sports Day (in case of poor Weather on 21st)
Last day of Term S

First day of Term 6

Reception Sports Day - morning, followed by parent picnic)

Reserve date for Reception Sports Day (in case of poor wWeather on 5th)
Summer Fair (Ypm-6pm)

Nursery Sports Day (10am or 1.30pm - depending on When your child
attends)

Last day of Term 6

Year 6 Leavers Events

Nursery & Reception - Chinese New Year celebrations
Year S - Eid (Term 4)

Year 4 Baisakhi Festival (Term )

ADHD Awareness

Thursday 29th November 10:00am - 12:00pm
at The Academy of Woodlands, Woodlands Road,
Gillingham ME7 2DU (Tree Tops Cafe Entrance

Holidays in Term Time
Please be aware that, although we understand the importance of family weddings as events that
reinforce the bonds of extended families we are noticing an increase in extended absences due to
family weddings being held abroad as part of a holiday. Going forward, we will be not be
authorising the absence for the holiday but will authorise the day of the wedding (as we would if
the wedding were held in the UK). If however the parent(s) is getting married then we will review
that as an individual case.



https://twitter.com/featherbyinfjnr/status/1681655194558373893/photo/1

Managing your expectations
We wanted to remind parents that our school team, although dedicated and hardworking, often
find that, due to the number of emails and messages we receive, in addition to the day to day
operations of the school, means we may not be able to come back to you straight away and it
may be a couple of days before you hear back. We often get messages out of hours and
although staff often work far longer than the core hours of 8am to Ypm, please bear in mind
if you message in out of hours we won't see that message until the following day.

Dates for Reception Parents’ Calendars

Big Outcome - 17th May. We'll be inviting parents in to join us in sharing in their
child’s Llearning for an interactive and fun ‘Big Outcome’. More information on this to
follow.

Phonics sessions for Year R - We Will be asking parents to join us for an interactive
phonics session With their child, to come and learn with us. We Wwill be offering four
dates in January (so We only have a small number of adults on each session) - we
will email out a sign-up sheet to enable you to choose between morning sessions on
15th, 16th, 22nd and 23rd January.

FRIDAY 1ST DECEMBER 2023 3.30PM - 6PM
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News from the SENDCo

Sensory Circuits at Home

In school some children access a daily sensory circuits programme:

Step 1 Alerting is used to prepare the brain for learning.

Step 2 Organising is used to increase a child's focus, attention span and performance.

Step 3 Calming is used to ensure your child starts the next task or activity calm, centred and and
ready for the day ahead.

Did you know it can also be used at home?

Maybe your child struggles to get going in the morning and they need alerting. Then they can do
all 3 steps.

You may find your child has come home heightened from running around, a high adrenaline sporiing
activity, or the build up of a long day at school. Here is the time to build a sensory circuit or part
of one to help them tramsition to the next part of their day. Try one activity from steps 2 and 3,
organising and calming.

Only pick one from each step.

Step 1 Alerting ideas for 1 - 5 mins.
Skipping with a rope.

Jog on the spot at speed.

Jumping jacks

Hopscotch

Hoopla

Giant steps

Step ups (use bottom step of stairs)

Step 2 Organising ldeas (1 - 5 mins)

Log roll

Balance on one foot, 2 feet (mountain pose) 2 feet and one arm (3 legged doqg)
Tree pose

Simon says of a senes of actions led by you.

Balance objects on your head (e.g. bean bag)

Squats

Blowing bubbles

Step 3 Calming Ideas (1 - 5 mins)

Wall press ups, floor press ups

Carry a heavy box from one place to another
Push a heavy box along the floor

Planking




Maizsie M
Henley B

SofaF

Alexia R
LucasF

Daniel

Harlee C
Arla
Havden P

Layla W

Edward B
Lillie R
Elsie V-W
Dixie M

Farah C
Liam B-5

Charlie O'C
Miller L
Annabel W

Destiny P
Jackson C

Orange
Turquoise

Gold

Silver

Nursery

Aslan
Centaur
Griffin
Cloudjumper

Stormfly

Toothless

Gryffindor
Hufflepuff

Ravenclaw

Bagheera
Mowgli

Special Mentions

For always being polite and showing excellent focus during phonics, Maisie has been segmenting and blending
confidently this week. Well done Maisie.

For his incredible effort in phonics this week! Henley has been working so hard on his blending, he 15 a superstar!

For demonstrating such a dedicated attitude to all of her learning this week, and for producing an incredible
biography in our English lessons. Sofia vou are a jov to teach such a role meodel. Keep up the hard work!

For always aspiring to do the best she can and engaging well 1n all lessons. She has produced a lovely biography in
English this week Alexia, vou are a true pleasure to teach and I am so proud of vou.

For excellent team work when ndying up this week and respecting the nursery environment.
For settling in extremely well into the setting

For always being polite and canng towards her teacher and friends and showing a positive attiade towards learming!
Well done, Harlee!

For settling into blue class and coming in with a smile on her face! Well done Arla!
For working really hard in reading and phonics

For showing great resilience in her writing and always having a positive attitude towards all her learming. Well done
Layla! Keep up the hard work!

For always doing the right thing and working his hardest. He always does more then he is asked 1o do, and sets
himself challenges when he has completed his work.

For always doing her very best and taking part in all lessons with a wonderful smile. Keep it up Lillie!
For being a caring and considerate member of the class. She 1s always trying her very best. Well done Elsie!
For all her hard work this week and for showing great resilience. Well done Dixie, I am proud of you!

For an excellent attitude to all her learning, developing her fluency in her multiplication and division skills.
Well done Farah!

For conststently working hard and producing beautifully presented work! Well done!

For working extremely hard in his reading intervention, growing in confidence and trying to add expression.
Well done Charlie!

For giving everything a go even when ifs something he finds challenging. He's been a real star this week.
For showing more confidence, resilience and independence throughout all of her learming. Well done Annabel!

For her great attitude to learming, mcluding taking extra maths work home, and for being a lovely member of
Bagheera Class.

For showcasing a fantastic attitude to learning and striving to do his best in lessons, keep it up!

For returning to school with an excellent work ethic to focus on progress! She 1s always doing the right thing
and is an excellent role model to the class and to the school! Her work 1s beautifully presented and she always
takes onboard advice! Well done Navjot!
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" Lunchiime Golden Ticket Awards

Riley € Blue
Darcy B - Emerald
George C - Blue
Esme - Gryffindor
Eliza - Cloud)jumper
Connie - Stormfly




