
  Featherby Friday Flyer                                              
Friday 25th January 2019                 Page 1 

We’ve definitely had a change in the weather this week and it’s  feeling a lot more like Winter! 

It makes us think about the (hopefully unlikely) possibility of snow and to remind you about how we 

will let you know if the school is affected.  So, if we ever needed to close the school, parents will be 

informed by: 

 You will receive a text and an email (which is why it’s important to let us know if you change mobile        

numbers/email addresses!) 

 Facebook & Twitter (we’ll update regularly on the school Facebook and Twitter feeds about conditions 

in school) 

 We will put it on the Kent County Council School Closure page 

 Announcements will be made on local radio: Heart fm  

 We’ll post the news on the school website too 

With all these options, there should be no-one who doesn’t get the news!  We’d ask parents not to ring in to 

check (as staff may be in school and may need the phone lines kept free) but instead to check via the 

above methods.   

Fingers crossed all this proves unnecessary and we’ll have a better Winter than last year! 

* 

In case you have missed the letters on Wednesday, despite being the kitchen receiving the highest rating for 

food management, recommendations regarding the building resulted in an incorrect overall rating which 

was  subsequently rectified by Medway Environmental Health department.  The food quality prepared in our 

kitchens was never anything but exemplary.  We are delighted to see that the overall rating of 5 has now 

been correctly awarded.  I am grateful however, for parents’ approaching us directly and we are happy to 

tell you that your school kitchen has always been providing food at this high standard, nothing changed! 

 

Check for little visitors! 

These little pests are on 

the rise again. Please could we ask 

you to check your child’s hair regu-

larly and, to help reduce the spread, 

we would  suggest that long hair is 

tied/plaited close to the head. 

Plea from our Learning Mentors 

To help us in our work with children who are struggling with school or 

home life we are asking if you might have any of the resources below 

that you might be prepared to part with for a good cause.  We      

desperately need:  Games, cars, dressing-up clothes, football   table, 

dolls house   Could you help?  Any donations gratefully received, via 

school office. 

News from Red, Orange & Yellow classes 

This term Reception have been focusing on reading and had a reading competition between the 

three Reception Classes. Red Class marginally won the competition and everyone that entered 

took home a book as a reward. Those children who did not read at home, read with the teacher / TA the    

following day and then they also took a book home as a  reward. So well done to all the children in Reception.  

We have been busy with our ‘changes’ topic and we’ve been investigating changes in materials, liquids and 

solids. This has really excited the children and we look forward to inviting our parents in during the last week of 

term to  celebrate our topic—we’ll be in touch soon with dates and times. 

Mowgli Assembly 

Mowgli class are looking forward to sharing their class as-

sembly with you next Friday (1st February) at 9.10am.   Thank 

you to those parents from Ravenclaw and  Toothless who 

have come to support the class assemblies this term         

already. 

Soon the PTA will be  

holding another meeting 

(once date/times are set we’ll let you know) 

but, to reiterate, all are welcome. The more 

help and ideas for how we can enrich the 

children’s  experience of school the better! 
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Our school ground are a smoke-free 

zone 

We must insist that adults refrain 

from smoking or vaping of any sort 

on our school grounds—

playgrounds, pathways etc.   

We would also politely ask that you 

avoid smoking near the entrances 

to the school site as little people are 

having to walk through your smoke.  

Thank you for your help 

If your child is late, he/she is missing out! 

Just a quick reminder that the critical learning objective for Maths/English is missed if your children 

are late arriving to school.   This time of year we often hear as a reason “it was icy and we had to 

scrape the car” but as it’s winter and we all have to scrape cars and icy weather is not unex-

pected so please support your child’s learning by  getting ready that 5 minutes earlier to allow for icy cars.  

Cloudjumper start swimming from next week 

A reminder that Cloudjumper start their swimming 

lessons from Tuesday 29th January.  Please remember to 

send them in with their swimming kit each Tuesday and to 

log on to pay for your child’s  lessons. 

Year 5 and 6 children bringing in mobiles 

Children are only allowed to bring in mobiles for  their safety to and 

fro school and your peace of mind.  In order to do so, parents and 

children must sign the agreement beforehand.  However, this is a 

privilege and not a right and the terms of the agreement state that 

children must have their phones put away in their bag when they 

enter the school site.  We have noticed a few children with their 

phones out on the playground in the mornings and, although they 

are probably just showing each other their new phones,  we must 

protect the identity and privacy of everyone in schools.  Please     

remind them as we do not want to have to remove from anyone 

the ability to bring in their phone.  

Reception area in Junior building 

Although we appreciate that there is a need for some families to collect their child from the reception area 

at the end of the day (ie broken arms etc), we would ask parents to support us in avoiding collection at the 

end of the day from the reception area unless necessary.  At times the reception area can be more like 

Kings Cross station, with all the comings and goings and it proves challenging to keep children safe in that 

environment.  We realise it is cold outside but we would ask parents to support us by minimising the waiting in 

the reception  area at the start/end of the day. 

Equally, we would remind parents that intervention groups start at 8.30am and children should be dropped 

off at 8.25am please. 

Toothless start Tennis lessons 

Next week Toothless class will  be starting 

their two week course of free lessons at   

Avenue Tennis.  You should already have 

received your letter with the arrangements. 

And finally…. 

Reception classes—we just wanted to pass on the lovely comments made by the school nursing team this 

week who visited to do the height and weight and health checks for Red, Orange and Yellow Class.  These 

nurses visit schools like us every day and see so many children but to be complimented on how 

remarkably grown– up, polite, well-behaved and responsible you were was a highlight of our 

week.   Super proud of you all, well done! 

A Glimpse into Year 4…...In Year 4 we have been learning about the eruption of Vesuvius in 79CE. The      

eruption, which took place over 20 hours, was vicious and pyroclastic clouds hurtled down the sides of the 

volcano burying the cities of Herculaneum and Pompeii. We are journalists who have been sent from Rome to 

report on these events. We have re-enacted what we think it was like in Pompeii and interviewed 

eyewitnesses to build up a picture of what happened there. We are currently writing our         

newspaper reports for our  chosen Ancient Roman newspaper.  


