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Well this week has been interesting and, after the heating issues in the ‘infant building’ 

last week,  it would seem the ‘junior building’ did not want to miss out on all the excitement!  As 

some of our children will  probably have already told you, Tuesday one of our cloakrooms suddenly  

became an indoor water feature when one of the pipes developed a quite  spectacular 

leak.  Nothing quite starts the morning off like the sight of staff dashing to and fro with buckets and 

brooms but, once again, the children all acted responsibly and sensibly. 

The model of positive recognition and reward is now being used across all key 

stages, children in EYFS & KS1 now know what ‘house’ they are in and today 

had a  special assembly to explain to them how they can earn house-points by 

their excellent behaviour, work and effort  They will stay in their houses as they 

transition through both buildings.  As you come into the school, don’t forget to 

keep an eye on your child’s house points container! 

I would also like to personally recognise the Year 6 children who are showing 

impressive maturity as they started their preparation for SATs with their practice papers this 

week.  Although we ask  every child to try their hardest, every lesson and every day, we will also be 

ensuring  that our children having to take these National tests do not feel overwhelmed, so please 

be rest-assured we will be extra-vigilant in our support of them.   We feel the best way to prepare 

your children (and you) for these tests is to provide as much information as possible and we have 

outlined the timetable  overleaf. 

 

Although I would reiterate we cannot authorise holidays at any time of year, by sharing the       

timetable of the National tests, you will see that the six weeks from the beginning of May through to 

mid-June will be critical weeks for both KS1 and KS2.  We must insist children are not taken on      

holiday as missed tests cannot be retaken.    

Thank you for your support. 

Save the Date Year 1 Parents 

We’re sworn to secrecy so 

can’t tell you what their 

WOW event will be (yet) but 

Year 1 parents/carers please keep the 

morning of  Friday 15th February clear as 

your children are planning something  

special to share with you! 

No Nutella please – we’re ‘Nut Free’ 

Please remember that we have children with      

serious nut allergies in school and we know you will 

want to help keep all our children safe so please 

ensure you don’t send your children in with food  

containing nuts.  This includes  Nutella (or other brands of 

chocolate and hazelnut spread) so please check the labels 

on your child’s snacks/packed lunch items.  Thank you  

Advance Notice – Monday 25th February – Wear your Scouting/Girl Guiding Uniform with Pride! 

To our children who are Rainbows, Beavers, Brownies, Cubs, Guides or Scouts 

We understand your group will be celebrating Founder’s Day for the Scouting movement and Thinking 

Day for the Girl Guiding Movement  and we are happy to support this in school.  So, on that day, if 

you are a Rainbow, Beaver, Brownie, Cub, Guide or Scout you can wear that uniform in place of your 

Featherby one and we will be happy to hear from you about what the history of these wonderful groups 

means to you.  It is not a non-uniform day however. 

Save the Date  -  Parent/Carers of SEND children—Meet and Greet with the SENCOs 

We are running sessions for our SEND parents to come in for a cuppa and a chat with Mrs Rantell and Mrs 

Kershaw.  These will be on Thursday 7th February at 9.15-10.15am in the Infant building and 2.30-3.15pm in 

the Junior building—but, of course, parents are welcome to come to which ever session is most convenient. 
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Mini-Youth Games – Swimming 

Team 

Well done to the swimming team 

who represented us in the local 

schools’ Mini-Youth Games    

programme. We were             

immensely proud of their sports-

manship and they came a com-

mendable 10th out of 46 

schools.  

 Very well done!  

Some Clarification on Lunchtime Drinks 

We know that parents may have historically been told that if their child was having school meals they could 

not have squash.  That seems somewhat unfair to us, when children who have packed lunches can have 

squash.  So, from now on: 

 Water only in named bottles for classrooms (as we don’t want spillages making books/resources all 

sticky) 

 Children can bring a separate named bottle with squash or flavoured water for lunchtime if they wish, 

whether they have school meals or packed lunches.  These lunch bottles will need to be put on the 

‘lunch trolley’ by the children, along with the lunchboxes (they will know where they are, as it’s part of 

our morning routine in the classrooms). We would suggest that you might want to have one colour  

bottle for water in class and another colour for lunchtime and, of course, water will still be available as 

usual at lunchtimes. 

Sometimes we need to review things and ask ourselves if we can do better and we’re sure this will seem   

fairer for all.  

Year 6 Testing Schedule Year 2 Testing Schedule Year 1 Testing Schedule 

 

Monday 

13th May 

SPaG Test (Grammar/

Punctuation) 45mins 

  

SPaG Test (Spelling) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During 

the 

month of 

May 2019 

 

English Reading Tests 

x 2 

 

Week of 10th - 14th 

June 

 

Phonics 

Screening 

 

Tuesday 14th 

May 

Reading Test English SPaG Test 

(Grammar &      

Punctuation) 

                    

 

 

Wednesday 

15th May 

Maths Paper 1 

(Arithmetic) 

  

Maths Paper 2 

(Reasoning) 

 

English SPaG Test 

(Spelling) 

 

Thursday 

16th May 

 

Maths Paper 3 

(Reasoning) 

 

Maths – Arithmetic 

Test 

  Maths – Reasoning 

Test 

10th – 14 

June 

Phonics Rescreening 

PE Kit  

We’ve noticed that some children seem to be 

‘forgetting’ their PE kits which is a shame      

because it impacts on their ability to engage 

with the PE lessons fully.  Please ensure your 

child brings his/her kit in each Monday and (if necessary) brings it home 

for washing at weekends.  

We would also remind parents that the correct uniform is a white T-Shirt 

and blue shorts with plimsolls and a track suit (any colour) and trainers 

for outdoor games/sports.  Please do not send them in with expensive 

football shirts  as it is not uniform - instead ensure they’ve got a white      

T-Shirt (which is available from high-street stores for as little as £2-£3). 


