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Friday 11th May 2018 

  Featherby Friday Flyer                                             

Although we usually have separate pages for the two schools on our Friday Flyers, when we 

received the devastating news of the sudden tragic death of one of our wonderful children in 

Year 6 we are reminded that although we are two schools, we are one community.  This loss 

will be felt by children, staff and parents from both our schools and we wanted to assure you 

that the Maritime Trust will be engaging every available support and resource to ensure the 

emotional wellbeing of  everyone affected.  We would also ask parents to respect the family 

and allow them to grieve in  private at this tragic time. 

Dave Marsh             Sam Blower 

Executive Headteacher, FJS                                                                                Headteacher, FIS 

Firstly, a big thank you to those parents from both schools who completed the online 

survey about how we communicate with you and how we could improve           

communications in the future.   

Your feedback on the school websites was clear – nearly half of our parents felt the websites weren't the 

resource they need to be to enable parents to find out about events, download letters and help you to 

support your child.  You were right!  Obviously, we cannot change this overnight but work has begun on 

both school websites and you will begin to notice that the structure is easier to navigate, that letters that 

are sent home will be found in the parents area and that the term dates for next year are on the     

website.  Additionally, we're starting to populate the diary dates for the remainder of the academic 

year. Keep checking in as throughout the remainder of Term 5 we will be working on the school       

websites so they become your 'go to' guide for everything Featherby.  

Overall, most parents said that the Teachers2Parents App was useful and we will continue to develop 

this tool to ensure it's used effectively across both schools and to email newsletters home. 

As for social media, you overwhelmingly said that you would find a school Facebook page useful.  So 

we've created a joint 'Featherby Schools' Facebook page – where we will post reminders about events, 

useful links and little bits of news throughout the school day.  If you have Facebook, type in “Featherby 

Schools” in the search bar and you're looking for:       Don’t forget to ‘follow’ our page! 

 

 

 

 

 

(The current Facebook page for the Infant & Nursery School will run in parallel for a couple of weeks to 

allow parents to move over to the new page but will be discontinued.) 

We aim to consistently use many different methods of keeping you informed, so whatever your         

preference for finding out what's going on, there's a method of communication for you!   Mrs Barraclough 
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SATs week for Year 6 starts on Monday.  These tests can only be taken at the specific time/day so please 

avoid any absence.  If your child is unwell, please call and speak to Mrs Barraclough in the school office 

who will be available on option 2 from 7.30am each day next week so we can make specific              

arrangements for your child to take this test. 

Although the teachers are stressing this to pupils, it is worth reiterating—children do not need to worry, all 

we ask of them is to try their best.  Their best is always good enough! 
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We have received a email from a concerned neighbour 

about parents stopping outside the school gates, parking and 

blocking the driveways and  blocking the road.  Although it is 

more of a problem on Chilham Road, it also occurs along    

Allington.  There have been near misses with children because 

the cars can't see them trying to cross between the cars.     

Additionally, because both roads are one-way streets which 

doesn’t easily allow cars to pass one another, emergency       

vehicles would be unable to get through to our schools or the surrounding houses if they were 

needed.  Please don't jeopardise the safety of the families in our community by blocking the 

road in order to drop off your children.  If you need to drive to school, please park a street or 

two away and walk them in.   Whilst we’re on the subject of safety, Junior children should not 

come through the main pedestrian entrance during normal school drop-off times but should 

always come through the playground, which is manned by staff.  Thank you.    
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Attendance Stars for last week 

Griffindor were our outstanding Juniors class with 99.26% last week. 

USA outshone everyone at the Infants with a brilliant  99% class attendance last 

week. 

Well done both classes! 

Year 1 children would love their 

parents to see their brilliant 

work in class on Thursday 24th 

May at 2.30pm.  Please come 

and share their excitement.  Come to sign in 

at main reception at 2.25pm.    Parents who 

also have Year 4 children will be able to 

take their youngest child and get round to 

the playground in time to watch their Year 4 

child’s circus show performance at 

3.15pm—so you will get to do both events!  

Many of the wonderful activities, trips and clubs that 

are open to our children in both schools are offered 

because of parental funding.   However, we’ve   

noticed that we’ve got some outstanding amounts 

for some activities (for example the Infants Cooking 

Fund has over £140 outstanding).  Without parental 

support some of these events and trips would not be 

able to be provided so please help support these  

activities.  Of course if you are experiencing          

financial difficulties please do telephone the school 

office. 

Dates for the diary 

15th May    Year R trip to the Dockyard  

18th May     Royal Wedding celebrations—non-uniform day (red, white & blue) - no cost 

24th May    2.30pm—Year 1  Open Classroom 

     3.15pm—Year 4  Circus Performance to parents on playground 

25th May    Staff Development Day (school closed to pupils) 

Mon 28/5 to  Fri 1st June   Half-Term Holiday 

Monday 4th June  Term 5 begins 

We’re recycling batteries in the Junior School office.  Please 

send them in and help us save the planet, one battery at a 

time! 


