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Well, the weather has definitely furned this week and, although it is a blessing to have such a lovely field and
frees surrounding the schools, the leaves that seem to have filled the playground almost overnight are
perhaps less of a blessing! Whilst the premises team are busy clearing the never-ending piles of leaves each
day, we would ask families to take extra care on the playground—particularly each morning when it is also
frosty.

For those parents who were unaware—we heard last weekend that, with the humbling support of you, our
parents/carers, we won the vote to win a sleigh to be donated to the school. We were truly fouched and, |
have to say, it made my weekend! Thank you.

Today our KS2 singing group took part in the local Co-Op's grand re-opening—when they sang beautifully
and represented themselves and the school with maturity. It was the first time | have personally
accompanied Featherby children on such an event since | started here in September and | was so very
proud to call myself Headteacher of Featherby. Ssh—don't tell anyone but it was certainly a much nicer
way to spend the morning that the never-ending emails and paperwork on my desk!

Purple Class Don't forget to log in W
to SchoolMoney and oy
oay a £1 for your Remember ¢© boolk
child’s part in the class chilld fn for the Xmes Lunch
= 12¢h

If you have not already
done so, don't forget to
book yourself in for the
rearranged parents’
evening slots to see Miss
Moore on 3rd / 4th

party buffet food for Ala»;
their class parties.

December. You have Let us tell you about one of our inspiring Featherby children.......
been sent the link via the
booking system— Although we do not usually name children in these Flyers (with parent’s
alternatively, ring the consent) we would like to fell everyone about Layla Todd in Griffin class.
school office and we can  nspired by Children in Need and Little Princess Trust, this Year 3 child
manually book you approached her family and friends and asked them to sponsor her in having
an appointment. her hair cut offl Although she is now sporting a fetching short hair cut, Layla’s
bravery in having her waist-length hair cut is inspiring! Layla told us that she
No Dogs on site () got the letter and just decided to do it. Perhaps the knowledge that she has
please—for the raised over £700 for these charities will be some comfort for cold ears %
safety and wellbeing of this winter. We are all immensely proud of her selflessness—she is an %/
all our community. inspiration to us all. Very well done, Layla. \T
i

After-School Childcare—We still have spaces in our After-school Childcare Provision. Activities and
homework support until 5.30pm for £6 per evening. Contact the school office for more information.

Zero Tolerance of Abusive Behaviour We would remind parents that we will not tolerate abusive or
threatening behaviour towards anyone in our community. If necessary, we will ban adults from the school
site for the safety of children, adults, staff and visitors. Sadly we have had to ban one adult this week.

Christmas Cards and lists of your child’s friends

With the relatively recent tightening of privacy regulations, we have been busy taking advice

about the contentious issue of class lists. We know that, particularly our youngest children, when asked
most children cannot remember all their friends’ names and can seldom spell them all correctly. However,
we equally had to be sure that we were not in breach of GDPR regulations.

After checking all the guidance, the Maritime Academy Trust are satisfied that the schools would sfill be
complying with regulations if we were to issue parents will a list of first names, if they want it. Therefore, you
can now obtain a list from your child’s class teacher if your child would like to write his/her xmas cards out
and doesn’t want miss anyone out! Thank you for your patience whilst we were verifying this.

Over the coming months Medway Council Attendance Practitioner will be operating a random ‘Late
Gate’, when they will be challenging parents who are late bringing their children to school. Children who
arrive late miss out on critical parts of the lesson as well as important social time with their friends.
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Pens, pencils and pencil cases when we return in January

If your child is lucky enough to have some lovely new pens, pencils or fancy pencil cases left for them under the
free by Santa—that’s lovely but please leave them to enjoy at home or for doing homework. After we return o
school in January we are asking that children do not bring in their own resources—we will provide them with all
the resources they need.

The rationale behind this decision is two fold. Firstly we get misunderstandings and bickering over whose pens/
pencils are whose and we do not want to create a culture of ‘have’ and ‘have-nots’. Secondly, we have
noticed children seem to spend far longer than necessary choosing between the pineapple-scented pencil,
the glittery pencil or the pencil with tassels on it in their lessons! We would much rather they focus on their task
in hand than worrying about which one of their massive case of resources to use. We are sure you will agree
that your child’s progress and learning should be our focus and will support our aftempt fo eliminate
unnecessary distraction. Thank you

Reception, Year 1 and Year 2—morning arrivals

We recognise that the recent change for Reception & Green class children
being met at the yellow gate by a member of staff was challenging for some
parents and children initially. Sometimes we don’t always get it right first time
and the congestion at the doors, when combined with the play resources in
that area, was not working effectively for the children before. We should
never to be afraid to put our hands up, accept it isn't working and remedy
the situation and now it is far befter for the children, and they have coped
very well with the change and seem to be taking it in their stride.

You will also have noticed that we are having more of a free-flow info the
EYFS & KS1 classrooms in the morning (just like the Year 3-6 children), with the
aim that children can come in to the warmth of the classroom from ¢.845am
onwards—thereby easing the congestion at the classroom doors. We hope
that will work better for our families, particularly with the weather only getting
colder soon.

Parent Survey—Please take five minutes to give us your
feedback: hitps://goo.gl/forms/2TdiLDK3fxsTjsDr1

Please remember that school budgets are very tight and

Having a pre-Xmas clear out
of your child’s games?

If your child has grown out of
games/puzzles and you're
having a clear out, we would
be very grateful for donations
for wet play sessions. It is
always welcome to have
some pre-loved resources to
keep children occupied when
the weather doesn’t allow
them outside play.

Thank you

Is this something your child might find of interest?

RN

school meails (if applicable) clubs, activities and breakfast
club/after school provision must be paid for in advance.
Thank you

Gift Boxes for the Medway Homeless

We've dlready received a few gift boxes but please help
us support this charity by filling a gift box with some useful
items such as hats, gloves, socks and toiletries and wrap
and mark with an M or F (to indicate whether it's for a
man or woman) and handing in to one of the school
offices. At a fime when we focus on our own families,
please help those in our community who don't have that
opfion. Thank you.

Non-Uniform Day Next Friday (30th)

Children can wear what they want, in return we ask for
donations for the Xmas Extravaganza.

EYFS/KS1—please donate cakes as ‘payment’

KS2—please donate food for the hampers for the raffle as
‘payment’

Lego Iub

Twydall Library, Community
Hub Twydall

Thursdays
Drop in and play 3.30-4.30pm

Suitable for Children aged 5-10 years

Children must be accompanied by an adult

For mare information speak to a member
of staff or phone 01634 337799
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