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TERM 1 | WEEK 4 | FRIDAY 29/09/23

Firstly | want to mark ‘TA Appreciation Day’ today.
Your children’s teaching assistants work extremely
hard, supporting learning in classrooms, running
interventions and having a huge impact every day
for the children and | would like to thank them.
This week we also saw our EYFS parents come in to
school to learn more about Tapestry and how it will
support them to understand those all-important
EYFS learning steps - it was lovely to see parents in
school, keen on understanding their child’s
learning. They say it takes a village to raise a child
and a good partnership between home and school
is critical for your child, which is why we offer so
many opportunities to come in to school.

It’s a busy (and long) Term 1 and so | wish you a
restful weekend and look forward to seeing you
next week!

Know someone Whose child will be starting school soon? Don't Keep
‘Featherby’ to yourself, encourage them to come and Look around!

Looking for a Reception place for your child for September 20247?

o, Fratharby
o= Is your child’s date of birth on/before 31st August 20207
Q===
We know that your child moving to full-time education is a big step.

Come and look around Featherby and see what we have to offer: an exciting
curriculum, lots of outside learning for those inquistive minds including a huge
forest school area, playing fields, outdoor classroom areas
designed for early years and so much more.

If you are interested in meeting the team, please scan
the QR Code or go to: Registration

alternatively email us at admin@fpsmat.org or call us on 01634 231072
and we'll book you in for a tour

SEND Coffee Meeting
Infant dining hall
Wednesday Uth October 2023 at 2pm - 3pm.

The focus for our session this time will be ‘Managing my autistic child's behaviours at home’.
Advice from professionals from the Outreach Service Fortis Trust. This will also be a helpful
session if your child is on the indigo pathway.

We look forward to seeing you.


https://twitter.com/featherbyinfjnr/status/1681655194558373893/photo/1

School Events

Events in Red = Events When parents in certain year groups come in to join us (dates for your diary)
Events in Blue = Events happening in school for the children, that doesn’t involve parents coming in
As We add new dates each week we'll flag it up to you So you Spot any new dates/events

Uth October
Sth October
11th October
11th October
12th October
16th October
17th October
18th October
19th October
20th October
20th October
6th November
9th November
10th November
14th November
15th November
16th November
16th November
17th November
21st November
22nd November
23rd November
8th December
13th December
19th December
20th December
22nd December

NEW

2pm Coffee meeting for parents to chat with SEND Team (Infant Hall)
Special Fun Lunch (see page 4)

Author visit and workshop for Years 3-6

Year 1 - |nteractive Learning session & toy workshop

Year 6 - CPR workshops with ambulance service personnel

P) Day (in aid of Children’s Cancer UK)

Year U4 Big Outcome - Yru4 parents come to join us for the afternoon
Year 6 Big Outcome (morning from 9.30am)

Year 2's Harvest Festival celebration for parents to join us @ 2.30pm
Non-uniform Day (in aid of the Featherby Foodbank)

Last Day of Term 1

First Day of Term 2

Flu vaccines (nasal spray) with school nurses (Reception to Year 6)
Year 6 Remembrance Service - Y6 parents to join us at 2pm

Year 3 parents to join us for Diwali Celebration @ 2.15pm parents
Parents Evening (day 1) - Whole School

Parents Evening (day 2) - Whole School

Photographers in school to take children’s individual photo

Children in Need Day (children come in colourful clothing)

Nursery Story-telling session day 1, parents invited in to share Learning
Nursery Story-telling session day 2, parents invited in to share Learning
Nursery Story-telling session day 3, parents invited in to share Learning
Year 2 parents join the children for their Big Outcome (pm)

Nursery Christmas Nativity performance (parents choose am or pm)
Reception Christmas Nativity Peformance No.1 (pm)

Reception Christmas Nativity Performance No.2 (am)

Last day of Term 2

PTO for more dates...
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8th January 2024
6th February 2024
9th February 2024
19th February 2024
#th March 2024
12th March 2024
14th March 2024
15th March 2024
28th March 2024
15th April 2024
6th May 2024
21st May 2024
(23rd May 202U4)
2uth mMay 2024
3rd June 2024

Sth June 2024
(7th June 2024)
28th June 2024
8th July 2024

2uth July 2024

First day of Term 3

Year 6 - Nursing team visit for height & weight checks

Last day of Term 3

First day of Term 4

World Book Day (children and staff dress up as book characters)
Parents Evening (day 1) - Whole School

Parents Evening (day 2) - Whole School

Red Nose Day (wear red to school)

Last day of Term u

First day of Term S

Bank Holiday

KS1/KS2 Sports Day (including parent picnic with the children)

Reserve date for KS1/KS2 Sports Day (in case of poor wWeather on 21st)
Last day of Term S

First day of Term 6

Reception Sports Day - morning, followed by parent picnic)

Reserve date for Reception Sports Day (in case of poor weather on 5th)
Summer Fair (4pm-6pm)

Nursery Sports Day (10am or 1.30pm - depending on When your child
attends)

Last day of Term 6

Dates to be confirmed soon:

Christmas Fair

Nursery Big Outcome - Term U

Reception Big Outcome Term S
Year 1 Big Outcome Term 3
Year 3 Big Outcome Term 5
Year S Big Outcome Term S

Nursery & Reception - Chinese New Year celebrations
Year 1 - Eid (Term )

Year S - Eid (Term u)

Year 4 Baisakhi Festival (Term )

School Meals

Please remember that school meals must be paid for in advance/When the child is having them and
your child’s lunch account should not be in debt. Like any other business, the caterers need to manage
cash flow carefully and sadly cannot be expected to provide meals without being paid for that meal
at the time - after all, we don’'t go to out for a meal and then not pay and have to be chased for it,

do we?

Of course if you're experiencing dif ficulty (or think you might be eligible for free school meals) please
do give the office a call - we'll be glad to help.
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Flu Immunisation Programme

As in previous years the school nursing team
will be coming in, on 9th November, to do the
flu immunisation. We have sent home the
letters today (and Wwill do so periodically
over the coming weeks) to emsure you have

UPER HERO DAY! all the information.
5th October

Bat Man Burger
Qr
Popeye Plant Based Burger
On the side

It's an ‘Opt-In’ programme, wWhich means that
if you want your Reception to Year 6 child to
have the nasal spray vaccine you have to Sign
up for it (see the letters). No sign up means
no vaccine so if you miss the sign-up then you
would have to try and get the vaccine from
your GP.

Paw patrol Peas

Dessert

Yoghurt and Fiona's Fruit

You may, ar may not of heard of The
Little Princess Trust, which was
eslablished by the parents of Hannah
Tarplee, their friends and Hereford
Cathedral Junior School. The Trust was
sel up in 2005 after the sad loss of
Hannah. During her illness Hannah lost
her hair, she loved her hair and after
endless time searching for the right wig,
they found one, which had a huge
positive effect on Hannah.,

Since then, the Trust have provided thousands of free, real hair wigs to children
around the world. To date they have also committed more than £23 million
across more than 128 DTO]EUIIS c:wering all childhood cancers,

Cne generous volunteer has been lvy-Rose Leitch-Nicholls from Year 2, who
very rec:antly had her hair cul short, to donate 1o the Litle Princesses Trust. Her
hair will benefit a child with a real hair wig, to make thelr difficult life a bit more
bearable. Thank you lvy-Rosea for your generous contribution,

A few reminders

 If you are dropping of f / picking up from infant playground and then junior playground,
please exit from Chilham exit (and don't cross the path again to exit out via Allington).

+ Please use the path and do not walk across the field

« Staff are here to support parents and occasionally have to remind parents of the rules we
have set up, to support the children and to safeguard everyone. Abusive language or
gestures towards staff will not be tolerated
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Attendance Matters - every day (and all day)

Much has been made of the issue of school attendance in the news this week and, as you know,
attendance is critical and missed days = missed Learning.

However a factor that parents may not see as so important is punctuality and broken days. We
are noticing an increase in children being collected early (or arriving late) for medical
appointments. We appreciate some appointments can’'t be rearranged (such as hospital
appointments) but we all recognise that some appointments (particularly routine dentist /
optician check-ups) can be rearranged for outside of school time and its those little gaps in
learning we need your help to avoid.

Additionally, we see too many families arriving Late to school, often stressed, and this is Likely
to increase as We get into ‘scraping the windscreen’ season (Which will be here before we know
it). Being late affects a child for the whole day: they are often embarrassed and more anxious;
they miss out on the social time with their friends, as well as the potential for missing critical
phonics Work in the younger years and the Learning objective delivery in the older years.
Imagine being the one Who is late and the class turns to Look at you, as
you Walk through the door - not something we'd enjoy as adults so let's
help the children have the best start to the day.

MAKE Your BED

GET DRESSED

We know how stressful the morning routine can be, trying to round
everyone up and get everyone in the right coat and shoes on the right
feet! Perhaps put a morning routine chart on the bedroom door, make
it a game or even a little morning competition - you may see that the
children might be a bit more Likely to listen and get out of the door
on time!

HAVE A WASH

' |EAT BREAKFAST

BRUSH TEETH

BrRUSH HAIR

= | PuT SHOES ON

wstR - M Fusosm

Junk-modelling in EYFS

Next Week Reception Will be junk-modelling (practicing our fine motor skills) and we need some
resources. Nothing too big but if you could send in some small boxes, toilet roll tubes/kitchen
roll tubes, yogurt pots, milk bottle lids (clean please) that would be much appreciated.

You'll be surprised what we can make out of
those recycling bits and pieces!
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Author visit for Years 3 to 6 - 11th October

The English team are delighted fo welcome another author fo visit
Featherby on Wednesday 11" October. Hannah Moffatt has written two
great KS2 books, one of them being shorlisted for the Waterstones
Children’s Book Prize in 2003. Small!

and Small Bites back! are stories

full of mischief, humour and

suspense, both books are

= perfect for KS2 children's

imagination. for example when Harvey

accidentally sets fire to his headieacher's

trousers, Mum decides its time for a BIG

change. So, she packs him off to Madame
Bogbrush's School for Gifted Giants

He'll grunt. He'll clomp. He'll bash things with
clubs. But Harvey's not a giant. He's a boy on
gliltz. And if his claszmates find out, theyll stomp
him into a sandwich! Then the Beastly School
Board arfves for a surprise inspection and
Harvey realizes he’s not the only one in danger...

Buying

books is

slightly

different on

this cccasion, if you would like to buy the books in
advance and bring them in on the day, Hannah will
gign them, (they are available in many book shops and
Amazon). Wednesday is set for an afternoon of delving
into the world of Harry, with KS2 children engaging in
activifies linked fo the exploits of Harry. Sadly on this
occasion Hannah will be working with K52 children, so
look out for future dates for an author visit to KS1.

Small Bites Back! (Sequel to Small!)in Small! Harvey went

o a school for giantz-but now we follow Harvey and his

friend Walloping Toenail info the Vampire mountains as
they try to work out what made the Mever-Ending Contracts never-ending and tied Morma
Enormous and the Skelephant o the Unspeakable Circus.

something's bitien the confracts.
Could it be something with
never-ending venom? As the new
Chosen One, Harvey thinks it's his
job to find out.

Viscount Bloodsucker, head of the
school for vampire dentists (polish
up your fangs!) promises to help.
But Harvey will have to move fast,
because the Unspeakable Circus is
on hiz tail, and Mistress Ring has a
great idea for a new act - feeding a
Small io the zombie ions!

Amazon Llink to Hannah's books
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Computer games and social media - do you Know the age limit?

We all accept that children are far more tech-savvy than we are! Our children are the generation
that cannot remember a life without wifi, fast internet service and devices everywhere in the home.
however, with that enormous benefit comes some potential issues Which is why we have to help them
navigate this.

Computer games have an age Limit for a reason. |f it says ‘18’ then it's because there will be images or
themes that are violent or of a sexual nature that are completely inappropriate for primary school
children. Yet sadly we are hearing of children in our school on these games and they aren’t able to
process What they are seeing and put it into context so please take a look those computer games cases -
you'll be B ors

surprised at the
age Limits in the
cormer.

Social media is a useful way for adults to stay connected but they arem’t meanmt for primary age
children. Firstly because of
the risk of dangerous action for

strangers being able to icti children
vl o S o Age Restrictions
\‘IDUTU.L!.-

children aren’t always as for SOCiaI Media

with the risks that imposes. aceboo We Chat

HS*G ram

sceptical as We are as adults Tter Platforms Fuursctfn

But also with the potential A
to bully and exclude others ool + FH(U

by using things like Whatsapp, [ bl Vm Path i

as We saw in the summer with Reddit '"&” “

some of our then Year 6 Seapchal l_m|nuﬂn “*”f’f

children setting up a Whatsapp eret

group to Keep in touch as they .

all went their separate ways to 16
secondary but that quickly got

out of hand and resulted in

outside agencies having to get

involved. |It's not their fault

as they are children but these
are powerful tools they don’'t have the maturity to understand. |f children have their phones in their
rooms, how do you Know they are using it appropriately or Who is saying

How can you help keep your child safe?
e Look at age restrictions
* Have a device rule of internet-enabled devices are used downstairs/in your eyeline
» Moake sure you know Who your child is talking to

As part of our safeguarding training this week, some videos Were shared with us that really resonated
so We woanted to share with our parents. We know many of our families have teenage children too So
these wWould be particularly important to watch. Health warning - we suggest you watch these videos out
of the eyeline of the children:

Home Truths Do you know Who your child is talking to?
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OlCELNnd98o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G9h1mUYjq6M&ab_channel=NewBrunswick%2FNouveau-Brunswick

You spoke and we're Listening'

Thank you to all parents/carers wWho took the time to give us feedback on the tramsition model (of home
visits and in-school meet the teacher appointments at the beginning of term. \We had over half our
families complete this survey and the results of it (along with the feedback from the other schools in
the trust) have also been shared with Maritme.

Overall it was positive, with the general themes being that parents overall found these meetings to be
worthwhile.

How beneficial did YOU find the home visit? 10 copy How beneficial 8 YOU find the visit 1o your child's Classroom?

LIk
1 2 i 4 8

§7 coponann

If we were to offer the same set up for you next year, would you be keen on seeing this |0 Cosy
With GPPToXimqtely 75% of our families of _*nannen again?
EYES and Year 1 children Keen on seeing a 35 esponses
similar arrangement next
year

oand a slightly higher figure of #8% of families

. . . If we were to offer the same set up for you next year, would you be keen on seeing this [0 Copy
with older children keen on a similar Mol
GrrGV\gemeV\t V\e)(t year. &7 responses

The comments and feedback were particularly interesting and although some families felt strongly, the
underlying trend was that it was useful and really set up the children for a positive start, parents felt
that three days of visits was a little long and would prefer this to be done over a shorter period.

We will be consulting With the trust, as will all schools, and will advise parents about next year’s
transition plans in due course but for now, thank you all for your comments - each one is valued and
heard.

Label everything!

It's only week 4 and yet there’s already a pile of jumpers in Llost property, with no names on
them so we can’t return them to their rightful owner! We know how costly uniform is, so
anything that's brought into school that your child might take of f (jumpers, coats etc) - please
label it up. Thank you
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Ezme T

Martyna P
Ric O
Lucas A
Aiden P
Ella-Jans W

Frankie T
Ayvomide B
Danisl K-
Iman A
Fabio M

Summer P

Kara-Mae
Zachary B

Kian F

Alannah R
Waverly 5
Freddie C

Tommy G
Delilah M
Mason W

*

Aslan

Centaur
Gnffin
Cloudjumper
Stormflv
Toothless

Grvifindor
Hufflepuff
Ravenclaw
Bagheera
Mowgh

Shere Khan

Gold

Silver
Year R
Emerald

Year R
Nursery
Nursery

Special Mentions

For being an amazing role model to the rest of the class. She Always follows the rules and adheres to the school
values with a smile on her face!

For always being an amazing member of Centaur Class. She alwavs tries her best and 12 2 bnlliant student to have
in class.

For zettling well mto Year 3 and becoming a hard working, helpful member of the class! Keep it up Fao!

For being a great joy to have in Cloudjumper class and for his fantastic contributions to our class discussions.
For having a mature, hardworking attitude to all his learming and being a great role model. Well done Aiden!
For her incredible resilience in DT and maths. She has shown that hard work: pays offf Well done!

For contributing to all class discussions, trving his hardest in all leszons and being an amazing Gryfiindor Fole
Model. Well done Frankie!

For always putting in maximum effort and being ready to leam every dav!

For putting in fantastic effort and focus in all aspects of leaming this week, especially m Art. Well done!
For showing enthusiazm in all he does, both in and out of the classToom - he is a ray of sunshine!

For a consistently wonderful attitude to leamning. You have shone zo far in Year 6. Keep it up!

For displaying a fantastic work ethic in all subjects but for especially creating stunning pieces of written work in
Englizh! Thankyou for taking such pride in vour work, Summer!

For her excellent participation in PE this week!
For showing resilience when coming into school and being a great role model! Well done Zachary!

For always demonstrating and upholding all of the Featherby values, he is always working his hardest in
everything he does. Especially this week with his phenomenal writing piece. He is a fantastic role model, and a
credit to everyone. Kian you'll truly be missed!

For always working exceptionally hard in all aspects of her learning. contributing well and producing an amazing
piece of writing this week. You are a superstar role model!

For taking responsibility for her leaming and sharing excellent ideas during input sessions.
For showing resilience with his learning and not giving up when trying new skills,

For always making positive choices and always showing great respect towards peers and adults alike, Tommy is a
super role model! Well done Tommy!

For great progress, effort and determination with writing her name,

For having a settled week and joining in with activities and his friends.

Lunchtime Golden Ticket Awards

Evelyn A - purple
Alannah - Silver
lyana - Blue
Zack R - Bagheera
Amelia S - Gryffindor
Jai - Toothless




