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Firstly I want to mark ‘TA Appreciation Day’ today.
Your children’s teaching assistants work extremely
hard, supporting learning in classrooms, running
interventions and having a huge impact every day
for the children and I would like to thank them.
This week we also saw our EYFS parents come in to
school to learn more about Tapestry and how it will
support them to understand those all-important
EYFS learning steps - it was lovely to see parents in
school, keen on understanding their child’s
learning.  They say it takes a village to raise a child
and a good partnership between home and school
is critical for your child, which is why we offer so
many opportunities to come in to school.  
It’s a busy (and long) Term 1 and so I wish you a
restful weekend and look forward to seeing you
next week!

Know someone whose child will be starting school soon?  Don’t keep
‘Featherby’ to yourself, encourage them to come and look around!

SEND Coffee Meeting
Infant dining hall

Wednesday 4th October 2023 at 2pm - 3pm. 

The focus for our session this time will be ‘Managing my autistic child’s behaviours at home’. 
Advice from professionals from the Outreach Service Fortis Trust. This will also be a helpful

session if your child is on the indigo pathway. 

We look forward to seeing you.

https://twitter.com/featherbyinfjnr/status/1681655194558373893/photo/1


2pm Coffee meeting for parents to chat with SEND Team (Infant Hall)

Special Fun Lunch (see page 4)

Author visit and workshop for Years 3-6

Year 1 - Interactive learning session & toy workshop

Year 6 - CPR workshops with ambulance service personnel

PJ Day (in aid of Children’s Cancer UK)

Year 4 Big Outcome - Yr4 parents come to join us for the afternoon

Year 6 Big Outcome (morning from 9.30am)

Year 2's Harvest Festival celebration for parents to join us @ 2.30pm

Non-uniform Day (in aid of the Featherby Foodbank)

Last Day of Term 1

First Day of Term 2

Flu vaccines (nasal spray) with school nurses (Reception to Year 6)

Year 6 Remembrance Service - Y6 parents to join us at 2pm

Ye﻿ar 3 parents to join us for Diwali Celebration @ 2.15pm parents 

Parents Evening (day 1)  - Whole School

Parents Evening (day 2)  - Whole School

Photographers in school to take children‘s individual photo

Children in Need Day (children come in colourful clothing)

Nursery Story-telling session day 1, parents invited in to share learning

Nursery Story-telling session day 2, parents invited in to share learning

Nursery Story-telling session day 3, parents invited in to share learning

Year 2 parents join the children for their Big Outcome (pm)

Nursery Christmas Nativity performance (parents choose am or pm)

Reception Christmas Nativity Peformance No.1 (pm)

Reception Christmas Nativity Performance No.2 (am)

Last day of Term 2

4th October

5th October

11th October

11th October

12th October

16th October

17th October

18th October

19th October

20th October

20th October

6th November

9th November 

10th November

14th Novembe﻿r 

15th November

16th November

16th November

17th November

21st November

22nd November

23rd November

8th December

13th December

19th December

20th December

22nd December

School Events

Events in Red = Events when parents in certain year groups come in to join us (dates for your diary)

Events in Blue = Events happening in school for the children, that doesn’t involve parents coming in

As we add new dates each week we’ll flag it up to you so you spot any new dates/events

PTO for more dates....

https://twitter.com/featherbyinfjnr/status/1681655194558373893/photo/1


Christmas Fair

Nursery Big Outcome - Term 4

Reception Big Outcome Term 5

Year 1 Big Outcome Term 3

Year 3 Big Outcome Term 5

Year 5 Big Outcome Term 5

Dates to be confirmed soon:

8th﻿ January 2024 

6th February 2024

9th February 2024

19th February 2024

7th March 2024

12th March 2024

14th March 2024

15th March 2024

28th March 2024

15th April 2024

6th May 2024

21st May 2024

(23rd May 2024)

24th May 2024

3rd June 2024

5th June 2024 

(7th June 2024)

28th June 2024

8th July 2024

24th July 2024

First day of Term﻿ 3

Year 6 - Nursing team visit for height & weight checks

Last day of Term 3

First day of Term 4

World Book Day (children and staff dress up as book characters)

Parents Evening (day 1) - Whole School

Parents Evening (day 2) - Whole School

Red Nose Day (wear red to school)

Last day of Term 4

First day of Term 5

Bank Holiday

KS1/KS2 Sports Day  (including parent picnic with the children)

Reserve date for KS1/KS2 Sports Day (in case of poor weather on 21st) 

Last day of Term 5

First day of Term 6 

Reception Sports Day - morning, followed by parent picnic)

Reserve date for Reception Sports Day (in case of poor weather on 5th)

Summer Fair (4pm-6pm)

Nursery Sports Day (10am or 1.30pm - depending on when your child

attends)

Last day of Term 6

School Meals

Please remember that school meals must be paid for in advance/when the child is having them and
your child’s lunch account should not be in debt.  Like any other business, the caterers need to manage
cash flow carefully and sadly cannot be expected to provide meals without being paid for that meal
at the time - after all, we don’t go to out for a meal and then not pay and have to be chased for it,
do we?
Of course if you’re experiencing difficulty (or think you might be eligible for free school meals) please
do give the office a call - we’ll be glad to help.

Nursery & Reception - Chinese New Year celebrations

Year 1 - Eid (Term 4)

Year 5 - Eid (Term 4)

Year 4 Baisakhi Festival (Term 4)

https://twitter.com/featherbyinfjnr/status/1681655194558373893/photo/1


Flu Immunisation Programme

As in previous years the school nursing team
will be coming in, on 9th November, to do the
flu immunisation.  We have sent home the
letters today (and will do so periodically
over the coming weeks) to ensure you have
all the information.

It’s an ‘Opt-In’ programme, which means that
if you want your Reception to Year 6 child to
have the nasal spray vaccine you have to sign
up for it (see the letters).  No sign up means
no vaccine so if you miss the sign-up then you
would have to try and get the vaccine from
your GP.

If you are dropping off / picking up from infant playground and then junior playground,

please exit from Chilham exit (and don’t cross the path again to exit out via Allington).

Please use the path and do not walk across the field

Staff are here to support parents and occasionally have to remind parents of the rules we

have set up, to support the children and to safeguard everyone.  Abusive language or

gestures towards staff will not be tolerated

A few reminders

https://twitter.com/featherbyinfjnr/status/1681655194558373893/photo/1


Attendance Matters - every day (and all day)

Much has been made of the issue of school attendance in the news this week and, as you know,

attendance is critical and missed days = missed learning.

However a factor that parents may not see as so important is punctuality and broken days. We

are noticing an increase in children being collected early (or arriving late) for medical

appointments.  We appreciate some appointments can’t be rearranged (such as hospital
appointments) but we all recognise that some appointments (particularly routine dentist /

optician check-ups) can be rearranged for outside of school time and its those little gaps in

learning we need your help to avoid.

Additionally, we see too many families arriving late to school, often stressed, and this is likely

to increase as we get into ‘scraping the windscreen’ season (which will be here before we know

it). Being late affects a child for the whole day: they are often embarrassed and more anxious;

they miss out on the social time with their friends; as well as the potential for missing critical

phonics work in the younger years and the learning objective delivery in the older years. 

Imagine being the one who is late and the class turns to look at you, as 

you walk through the door - not something we’d enjoy as adults so let’s 
help the children have the best start to the day.

We know how stressful the morning routine can be, trying to round 

everyone up and get everyone in the right coat and shoes on the right 

feet! Perhaps put a morning routine chart on the bedroom door, make 

it a game or even a little morning competition - you may see that the 

children might be a bit more likely to listen and get out of the door

on time!

Junk-modelling in EYFS

Next week Reception will be junk-modelling (practicing our fine motor skills) and we need some

resources.  Nothing too big but if you could send in some small boxes, toilet roll tubes/kitchen

roll tubes, yogurt pots, milk bottle lids (clean please) that would be much appreciated.  

You’ll be surprised what we can make out of 

those recycling bits and pieces!

https://twitter.com/featherbyinfjnr/status/1681655194558373893/photo/1


Author visit for Years 3 to 6 - 11th October

Amazon link to Hannah’s books

https://twitter.com/featherbyinfjnr/status/1681655194558373893/photo/1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Small-Hannah-Moffatt/dp/191142727X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=5CSF6EJWFDH8&keywords=hannah+moffat&qid=1695967249&sprefix=hannah+moff%2Caps%2C84&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Small-Hannah-Moffatt/dp/191142727X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=5CSF6EJWFDH8&keywords=hannah+moffat&qid=1695967249&sprefix=hannah+moff%2Caps%2C84&sr=8-1


Look at age restrictions
Have a device rule of internet-enabled devices are used downstairs/in your eyeline
Make sure you know who your child is talking to 

Computer games and social media - do you know the age limit?

We all accept that children are far more tech-savvy than we are!  Our children are the generation
that cannot remember a life without wifi, fast internet service and devices everywhere in the home.  
however, with that enormous benefit comes some potential issues which is why we have to help them
navigate this.

Computer games have an age limit for a reason. If it says ‘18’ then it’s because there will be images or
themes that are violent or of a sexual nature that are completely inappropriate for primary school
children.  Yet sadly we are hearing of children in our school on these games and they aren’t able to
process what they are seeing and put it into context so please take a look those computer games cases -
you’ll be
surprised at the
age limits in the 
corner.

Social media is a useful way for adults to stay connected but they aren’t meant for primary age
children.  Firstly because of
the risk of dangerous 
strangers being able to 
‘friend’ your child, and 
children aren’t always as
sceptical as we are as adults
with the risks that imposes.
But also with the potential
to bully and exclude others 
by using things like Whatsapp, 
as we saw in the summer with
some of our then Year 6 
children setting up a Whatsapp
group to keep in touch as they
all went their separate ways to
secondary but that quickly got 
out of hand and resulted in
outside agencies having to get 
involved.  It’s not their fault 
as they are children but these 
are powerful tools they don’t have the maturity to understand.  If children have their phones in their
rooms, how do you know they are using it appropriately or who is saying 

How can you help keep your child safe?

As part of our safeguarding training this week, some videos were shared with us that really resonated
so we wanted to share with our parents. We know many of our families have teenage children too so
these would be particularly important to watch. Health warning - we suggest you watch these videos out
of the eyeline of the children:  

Home Truths        Do you know who your child is talking to?

https://twitter.com/featherbyinfjnr/status/1681655194558373893/photo/1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OlCELNnd98o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G9h1mUYjq6M&ab_channel=NewBrunswick%2FNouveau-Brunswick


You spoke and we’re listening!

Thank you to all parents/carers who took the time to give us feedback on the transition model (of home
visits and in-school meet the teacher appointments at the beginning of term.  We had over half our
families complete this survey and the results of it (along with the feedback from the other schools in
the trust) have also been shared with Maritme.

Overall it was positive, with the general themes being that parents overall found these meetings to be
worthwhile.

 
With approximately 75% of our families of 
EYFS and Year 1  children keen on seeing a 
similar arrangement next 
year 

and a slightly higher figure of 78% of families 
with older children keen on a similar 
arrangement next year.

The comments and feedback were particularly interesting and although some families felt strongly, the
underlying trend was that it was useful and really set up the children for a positive start, parents felt
that three days of visits was a little long and would prefer this to be done over a shorter period.

We will be consulting with the trust, as will all schools, and will advise parents about next year’s
transition plans in due course but for now, thank you all for your comments - each one is valued and
heard.

Label everything!

It’s only week 4 and yet there’s already a pile of jumpers in lost property, with no names on
them so we can’t return them to their rightful owner!  We know how costly uniform is, so
anything that’s brought into school that your child might take off (jumpers, coats etc) - please
label it up. Thank you

https://twitter.com/featherbyinfjnr/status/1681655194558373893/photo/1


Special MentionsSpecial Mentions  

Lunchtime Golden Ticket AwardsLunchtime Golden Ticket Awards

Evelyn A - purpleEvelyn A - purple
Alannah - SilverAlannah - Silver  

Ilyana - BlueIlyana - Blue
Zack R - BagheeraZack R - Bagheera

Amelia S - GryffindorAmelia S - Gryffindor
Jai – ToothlessJai – Toothless

Attendance WinnersAttendance Winners

InfantsInfants

Reception - 97.16%Reception - 97.16%

JuniorsJuniors

Mowgli - 97.14%Mowgli - 97.14%


