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I hope last weekend’s winds didn’t cause too much
damage to your homes and gardens - at Featherby
we were relieved to come in on Monday to find the
school pretty much as we left it on Friday!

You’ll notice there are a few new dates added to the
calendar and we’ve got a couple of busy weeks
before the half-term, including Mental Health Week
(including a dress up day on the last day of term.
We’ve also got our Science focus week coming up,
culminating in our celebration of women in Science
Celebration Day when we’ll have some fun and
fascinating experiments for the children to do,
courtesy of one of our fantastic mums who works in
Science - watch this space!

So please read the calendar and note all the new
dates - | think it’s looking like it’s going to be an
exciting few terms at Featherby, don’t you?!

See you on Monday.

Children’s Mental Health week for Sth - 9th February

The Last week of term is Children's Mental Health week. The theme this year is 'My Voice
Matters' and in classes wWe will be discussing the importance of speaking about their feelings,
knowing how to regulate their emotions and understanding that they will be heard' Throughout
the week different activities will be happening in classrooms to promote positive mental health
and self esteem for our children here at Featherby including:

« Early morning and end of the day mindfulness activities in class

« Discussions in class about What good mental health means for the children

» Special focussed assemblies

« Classroom activities, celebrating the things that make us all feel special

« Friday 9th February will be a ‘Dress to Express’ Day, and the children can dress in
something that is special to them (favourite colour, football top etc).

Donations to Place2Be, a fabulous charity that support childhood
wellbeing are encouraged, if you feel able to do so, and con be
done online via: Donate_Place2Be
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https://donate.place2be.org.uk/?campaign=cmhw&source=website&medium=website&dontype=single
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School Events Iy

2
Events in Red = Events When parents in certain year groups come in to join us (dates for your diakgee—=
Events in Blue = Events happening in school for the children, that doesn’t involve parents coming in

As We add new dates each week we'll flag it up to you so you spot any new dates/events

31st January Year 6 Reading - Last parent session

29th January Year 3 Reading - Last parent session

29th & 31st January Reception Grandparents Day (morning 8 afternoon sessions)

30th Jan, #th & 20th Feb Year 5 Reading - parent sessions

1st, 2nd & 7th Feb Year 4 Reading - parent Sessions

6th February 2024 Year 6 - Nursing team visit for height 8& weight checks

6th February 2024 Year 1 Big Outcome (parents to come along) - 2pm onwards

9th February 2024 NEW Dress to Express Day (See page 1)

th February 2024 NEw Women in Science Day

9th February 2024 Last day of Term 3

19th February First day of Term u

21st February NEW Year 6 Trip

23rd February Néw Year U Trip

26th, 27th & 29th Feb Year 2 Reading - parent sessions

7th March 2024 World Book Day (children and staff dress up as book characters)
12th March 2024 Parents Evening (day 1) - Whole School

14th March 2024 Parents Evening (day 2) - Whole School

15th March 2024 Red Nose Day (wear red to school)

26th March 2024 Year 1 Eid Celebration for parents to come along - afternoon

28th March 2024 Last day of Term u

15th April 2024 First day of Term S

16th April 2024 NEw Sibling photo day (more info to follow)

6th may 2024 Bank Holiday

17th May 2024 Reception - Big Outcome (parents to come along) - afternoon

21st May 2024 KS1/KS2 Sports Day (including parent picnic With the children)

(23rd May 2024) Reserve date KS1/KS2 Sports Day (in case of poor weather on 21st)
2uth May 2024 Last day of Term S

3rd June 2024 First day of Term 6

Sth June 2024 Reception Sports Day - morning, followed by parent picnic)

(7th June 2024) Reserve date for Reception Sports Day (in case of poor weather on Sth)
19th June 2024 NEw Freepose Class group photo day

27th June 2024 NEW Mastermind Competition (Juniors)

28th June 2024 Summer Fair (4pm-6pm)

Uth July 2024 Year 6 - Medway Secondary Schools Transition Day

8th July 2024 Nursery Sports Day (10am or 1.30pm)

16th July (evening) NEW Performance No.1 to Year 6 parents/carers for their Leavers’ production
17th July (daytime) NEW Performance No.1 to Year 6 parents/carers for their leavers’ production
23rd July 2024 NEw Yeor 6 Leavers Assembly (morning) for parents/carers to attend
23rd July 2024 NEW Year 6 Leavers Festival (afternoon - until 6pm)

2uth July 2024 Last day of Term 6

Transition Days: Thurs 18th, Friday 19th and Monday 22nd Jduly - Children spend these days with their
new class teachers as Transition Days

NEW

Tues 23rd & Weds 24th July - Children return to old classes for the last two days of term



https://twitter.com/featherbyinfjnr/status/1681655194558373893/photo/1

Year 1 Big Outcome - 6th February @ 2pm

The children in Year 1 will have some wonderful learning to share with their grown ups at their
Big Outcome on Tuesday 6th February. We Will ask you to come in for 2pm to get hands on in the
classroom and you'll stay with your child all afternocon - but, due to space in the classrooms we
will ask you to Keep it to one person per child please (and to avoid bringing buggies in to the room)
for everyone's comfort and safety.

Finish time Will be just before hometime (so we'll ask you to pop outside to the playground for a
couple of minutes at the end (While we get the children’s belongings organised) and we'll hand
them back to you.

We hope you're Looking forward to it as much as we are! See you then.

After-school Club Reminder

If your child attends after-school club please ensure your child is booked in on the MCAS App
(or, if it's a Last minute booking then please call the office to let us know your child is to come
to club). This is essential to ensure the team know Who to expect (and the numbers they will
have) and messages can be got to your child, so they feel secure knowing what the
arrangements are.

Equally important is that, if you have booked your child in for that day but can now pick them
up, please let us Know so we aren’t expecting your child (and aren’t Worried wWhere he/she is
oand don’t have to track teachers down to ask them or ring parents to find out Whether a child
went home with mummy or daddy after all!

Queveing for Gates

If you're queueing with your child for the gates to open and chatting with fellow parents,
that's wonderful (we Llove to chat ourselves, as you know!) but can wWe also be mindful of
others trying to get past please. We hear from some parents, particularly of our nursery
families, that it's often difficult to pass parents safely and on occasions the only way past is
to walk their small child into the road. We can do better than this..let's all keep some of the
pathway clear for others to walk past safely please (as we don’'t want any child walking in
the road do we?)

Trips for Year 4 and Year 6 - Letters have gone home!

We are arranging some upcoming trips and Letters have gone home this week about trips for
Year 4 and Year 6. If your child hasn't brought it home, give us a call/drop us a line on MCAS
and we'll send another home.



https://twitter.com/featherbyinfjnr/status/1681655194558373893/photo/1

Message from the SEND Team

Thank you to the parents and carers that joined us for our SEND coffee meet this week. A great
session to meet and get to know each other and helped us think about how we can shape our
meetings in the future. Look out for our next meeting in term W

Zoom workshop for parents about PDA and Supporting Autistic Children at home. It's Live on Monday
evening at 7pm, for those Who are interested:
https.//www.eventbrite.ie/e/the-pda-masterclass-for-parents-of-autistic-children-tickets-
7#8581606600Z2af f=eivtefrnd

Cardboard boxes? Send them in!

Several of our year groups are doing some modelling this term and so if you have any of the
following (regardless of What year group your child is in) we'd be really grateful if you could
send it in / drop it to either office please:

» Cube-shaped tissue boxes - Year 3 would really appreciate them as we're
making cam mechanisms this term

« Empty egg boxes - Reception really need some next week if you coan send
them in as they're making boats and egg boxes are perfect for that.

« Cardboard boxes (any shape) - Year 1 really need some for making their \/r'
>

project for their big outcome, so Send them in!

Let the January cardboard box donation begin' Thank you all for your support

Measles - New guidance for parents & carers

Many of you Will have heard reports from Local and national media outlets regarding the increase
in the number of measles cases across some areas of the country. Measles is a worrying childhood
illness that is on the increase so wWe all need to be aware.

The Department for Education has published a new blog relating to school children and schools

What to do if you think your child has measles and when to keep them off school
and we Would encourage everyone to read it and be informed about how to spot the signs.

Reception & Year 6 - Nurses visit for Height & Weight Checks

Letters about the national checking scheme have been sent home again today. The nursing team
will be in on Tuesday 6th February.



https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2024/01/22/what-to-do-if-you-think-your-child-has-measles-and-when-to-keep-them-off-school/
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/the-pda-masterclass-for-parents-of-autistic-children-tickets-785816066007?aff=eivtefrnd
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/the-pda-masterclass-for-parents-of-autistic-children-tickets-785816066007?aff=eivtefrnd

Children’s absences

We may on occasions ask parents for medical evidence of their child’s illness,
if their child is absent for more than 3 days. We do this to support us in
making the decision as to Whether the absence can be authorised, as it is
ultimately a headteacher’s decision to authorise absence. Thank you for

your Support.

February Luna New Year!
Thursday 8th February

Sweet and Sour Chicken
or
Vegie Stir Fry
On the side
Mini Spring Rolls
Rice, Sauted Cabbage and Sweetcorn
Dassert

As always

Yoghurt and Fruit

A healthy food meal ks important for children and young
people o keep healthy and improve their performance

One of the highlights of our year is World Book Day
and 7#th March will be here before you know it!

It's time to start to plan those costumes
(children and staff') and we'll be sharing
ideas of cheap and easy costumes with
families over the coming weeks.

Watch this space!

More clubs for Term u

We have sent home details of
Street Dance Club and Year
1/Year 2 Football Club - for
term U, if your child is
interested. Let us Know in the
office if you need the details.

8.55am gates close!

Just to remind you, Since
September the gates open earlier
in the morning and children should
be arriving between 840am and
8.55am latest (as that's When the
gates close and children are late
from 8.55am onwards).

We know the dark and cold
mornings are a challenge for us
all but please ensure your child
isn't Late as they'll be missing out.

e3WORLD G
BOOK DAY

v

W =

Y S

X =

= S

75} =

(=3 =

ey S

A =

A | ———|
A ==




At National online Safety, we believe in ompowering parents, carars and trusted aduits with the information to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, shouid thay feel
itis noeded. This guide focuses on omne of many dovices which we boliove trusted odults should be oware of. Pliease visit notionolcollege.com for further guides, hints and tips for aduits.

MARTPHONE @Nﬁiﬂ?
forgyoungipeople

You may have been lucky enough to have unwrapped o smartphone at Christmas, of you might be
eagerly anticipating getting a new one at some point during this year. Whether it'll be your first ever
phone or an upgrade on your old model, it's always useful to have a refresher about how to set it up and
adjust the settings to keep yourself — and your valuable personal info - sofe and secure. We've collected
some expert tips to help you enjoy your smartphone in the healthiest way possible.

"% NEVER SHARE
YOUR PASSCODE

Alongside face or fingerprint
recognition, your passcode is crucial
te unlecking your phone and
uocusin your apps and personal

. You shouldn't give it
nut.. even to close friends - after all,
. youwouldn't hand them a key to
0 your house and let them go in fora
nosey around! If a friend wants to
use your phone, ask them why and
make sure can see what they're
daing with z‘w

— RESPECT PﬁRENTM
~ CONTROLS

if you're allowed to hove a
smartphone, it's because your
porents or carers feel that you're
mature and responsible enough to
use it safely. They might set controls
and boundaries on your device - not

to gpail your fun but to help avoid
hozards like too much acmar'luutima or

costly in urchases. Follow
theze n.ll;:.Prﬁgmm WOl can anjc»\rhg

usk ur phone while respect|
thm?rgwyi“maf e

TALK TO A TRUSTED @@
ADULT

Whether it's to listen to music plnz
ﬂma&,crnﬂtnﬂnn’mnt ar chat wit
be fun. If you're ever feeling anxious,
warried or scared about going on
right. It's impartant not to ignore
tma tﬂinp_:.j; instead, tulllcgln
happening and how it's
mukhgw?u feal,
SWALRT DD
Two words: look up. It might sound
immersed in what we're | g at
or listening to on our phones that we
surroundings = or who might be
around us, People often walk with
one, and forget to check for

’ E:slnclus inga'lgllr path, cars or other

which Is clearly dangerous.

lends, using @ emartphone should
your phone, then something isn't
a trusted adult abaut what's
o M ) B
obwvious, but it's so easy to
can become unaware of our
‘ their head down, focusing on thelr
pedestrians eoming towards them,
Meet Our Expert

far Claien Sutharard s an anline ealnty coneultant, odieedbar ond resadrehar

wiha b

AT

eanting balsious ol e pacgln inths LK USA and sl

renicsee and Implemerind ant-bulliing and cytser salty
policing farechedls, She haswrttmn verious sca demic papats and eartod
eAred ek i L b eI 1 o P i (Y8 G o gy oo ol 3y cd

DEVELOP HEALTHY
HARITS

Phones offer o vast amount of
content and the chance to chat
with friends whenever we teel like
it, which con make it difficult to toke
time away from the screen. Iif thot's
something you struggle with, you
could try setting time limits on
certain apps. Putting our phones
down for a while gives us more time
to interoct with others or do
something physical that helps keep
us fit and healthy,

« i

over the phone.

IGNORE UNKNOWN 7
NUMBERS 5

-
There are some scamimers who
might call or text asking you to
share personal data or to click ona
link and provide your details. Some
may claim to be from a genuine
company, but trus ¥
businesses don't spontanecusly coll
oF messoge to ask for your
information. It's safest to ignore calls
or texts fram unknown numbers, and
never give your personal details out

LV USE a-
AGE-APPROPRIATE APPS

Belore downloading o new dpr oF
game, check what age rating it ha
Don't teel pressured into gett ngq &
particular game or op ;juﬂ becouse -

ur friends are using it. I it's

tended for older pwph there's a
definite risk that it could include
content (which iz violent or
frightening, for instance) of
language which isn’t suitoble and
may ledve you leeling upset or
disturbed.

REMOVE
TEMPTATION
& good night's sleep Is so important
for concentration, mood and owverall
health. Unwindi rly before
going to bed - vr;gighwm‘r:s not
staring at a screen late at nl?hr -
can often improve sleep quality. Put
Enur phone on :hurgn cwnmight,
ut not in your room. This means

u'il have a lot lezs temptation to

check any notifications, reply to
ar get co htu

scroling on saclal media. |

mlll’ B BRRTF SEEER.
THINKABOUT OTHERS

Watching videos,
listening to music or calling ?’K
somecne con all hllF to poss

the time while we're on the bus, i
waiting in o quewe or walking down

the street, it's important to remain
mindtul of other people, though: thay
might not want to hear your tunes or i
your conversation. Likewise, if you're
caolling from a public place then

don't forget thot anyone could

ovarhear somathing personal about

SWITCH OFF
GEOLOCATION ;

In your phona's sattings, you'll

be able to disoble geclocation for
individual apps and photos: this
means that people online {including
strangers) can’t see information
about where you are when you share
or post a pic. On the subject of
imoges, it's also important to ask
permission bafore taking or sharing
o photo of someane — and don't
share embarrassing imoges of your
friends with others.

' @natonlinesafety

I3 /nationalonlinesafety

@ @nationalonlinesafety

¢} @national_online_safety

Ueere of this guide do 2o at their own digcretion. Mo liability iz entered into. Current o of the date of reledse: 17.01.2024
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Special Mentions

For his beautiful sitting on the carpet during lesson times and his impressive progress in Phonics and

Reading. I am so proud of you, Arthur!

For trying extremely hard in everything he does, even if it is very tricky David will approach it with a

positive attitude and growth mindset. His confidence has blozsomed this term, I am very proud of vou!

Gold Keep it up superstar!

For working exceptionally hard in Maths this week, showing great resilience to keep going even when it is
Yakub K Silver difficult. He has been a superstar, keep 1t up!

For trying really hard and showing great resilience 1o her learning, especially in phonics this week, Well
Megan T Orange done Megan!

For working incredibly hard in Phonics this week! Arthur has shown an amazing attitude towards his
Arthvar M Turquoise learning this week and is a fabulous role model for evervone!

For working very hard in his wrniting this week! Arthur has shown responsibility and resilience this week!
Arthur Blue Great job!

For making a huge improvement to his attitude to learning. Qareeb has been working very hard to trv his
Qareeb Emerald best and complete all his work especially with his writing.

For her improved focus and resilience in learming her sounds. Victona is a brilliant role model in Yellow
Victoria E. Yellow class. Well done Victoria!

For always having a smile on his face and being such a positive member of Aslan Class. He wall always
Ahyaan § Aslan work his hardest with no complants!

Angel A Centaur For coming up with excellent vocabulary in English lessons during our diary entry writing.

For working hard on his times tables, being number 1 on the class TTR leaderboard 2 weeks in a row!
Ramiz C Griffin Keep it up!

For always being a positive member of Cloudjumper class and for always looking out for her fellow
Bersy E Cloudjumper  classmartes!

For being a TTRS superstar, really engaging at home and school to mprove his knowledge! Well done
Dylan L Stormfly Drvlan!

For putting i a huge amount of effort with TTRS, weekly reading and learmng throughout the school day!
Mason H Toothless Well done!

Great improvement in his responsibility towards his learning, He 1s more focused and is showing that he
Caycee P Gryffindor wants to make a difference to hus learning - well-done Cayeee!

For writing a fantastic letter demonstrating a knowledge of trench life and for excelling with the
Miller L Hufflepuff vocabulary in Science. Well done, Miller

For mamntaiming positive behaviour, applving himself 1n all lessons and putting a great amount of effort
Jay G Ravenclaw mto his learning. We are all very proud of vou, Jay!

for her amazing, positive approach to absolutely evervthing she does. She iz working hard, making great
Dakota-Bute B Bagheera progress and puts a smile on my face each and every day.

For werking ineredibly hard in all lessons! Keep up the hard work and the progress will follow! Well
Samiah C-M Mowgli done!

For incredible progress in her Mathematics! She 15 contributing brilhantly to lessons and taking onboard

the Steps to Success to achieve objectives successfully! Her behaviour 1s impeccable and she 1s always a
Cherrie S helpful, kind member of the class! Keep 1t up Chermne!

@ #

Lunchtime Golden Ticket Awards

Elsie P - Toothless
Esme - Gryffindor
Angelina - Cloudjumper
Freddie - Emerald
Qareeb - Emerald
Arla - Blue




