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TERM 2 | WEEK 7 | FRIDAY 19/12/2025 )Fe_atherbg -4
— Junior School '

Firstly | would like to thank you all, on behalf of all the staff, for
your kind Christmas wishes, cards and gifts - they are very much
appreciated. Thank you too to our Reception families who came in
to watch their children in the Nativity performances this week - we
hope you enjoyed it as much as well all did.

After the fun and games of yesterday’s class parties, and as the
decorations, class hoops and all the Christmas-themed activities
are put away, the school seems quieter than usual somehow. | wish
you all a merry Christmas but, more importantly, a simple one. A
Christmas of enjoying quality time with your families and friends.
We know that some our families may find the Christmas period
difficult for all sorts of reasons and, in last week’s Flyer (which you’ll
find on the school website) we have signposted to a network of
support available in the Medway area, should you or someone you
know need it.

As is now tradition, we have also shared a little silliness from staff -
in our Christmas video to you all. We hope you enjoy watching it as
much as we did making it!

We will see you all in 2026! —~

Wellies & Waterproofs for the New Year WHOLE
&CHOOy

In order to make the very most of their OPAL play which will start in
January, we Will be asking that all children (Nursery to Year 6) bring in o
pair of wellies and waterproof clothingthat they can keep in school. We
will share more information about OPAL When We return but, for now,
please can you get them wellies and waterproofs to bring in as we want
every child to enjoy the new play scheme.

Interventions and Boosters- what are they? WHOLE

SCHOO;

As We enter the New Year, some children may be required to attend interventions or booster sessions.

These are carefully planned, short-term sessions that provide extra support, help to boost confidence,
secure Key skills or develop Llearning further.

They are a normal and positive part of school Life and are never something to Worry about. Every child
learns dif ferently, and these sessions give pupils valuable time to practise, revisit or stretch their learning
in a small, supportive setting.

Interventions and boosters play an extremely important role in helping children make the best possible
progress, and attending them wWherever possible is essential to ensure your child gains the full benefit from
this additional support.
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School Events gg}-%&

Events in Red = Events When parents in certain year groups come in to join us (dates for your diary)
Events in Blue = Events happening in school for the children, that doesn’t involve parents coming in
As We add new dates each week we'll flag it up to you So you spot any new dates/events

Monday 5% Jan 2026
Tuesday 13" Jan 2026 @ 9am

1st day of Term 3
Drop-in support session for Nursery/Yr2 parents for admissions

Weds 14th Jan 2026
Weds 14" Jan

Thurs 15" Jan 2026
Thurs 22nd Jan 2026
Thurs 29" Jan 2026

Friday 30" January @ 2.55pm

Thursday 5™ Feb 2026
Friday 6th Feb 2026
Monday 9" Feb 2026
Friday 13" Feb 2026
Mon 23" Feb 2026

Fri 27" February @ 2.55pm
2nd - 13" March

Fri 6th March

Fri 6% March

Fri 13" March

Thurs 19*" March

Fri 20" March 2026
Monday 23™ March
Weds 25 march

Thurs 26™ Mmarch

Thurs 26 Mmarch

Fri 272" March @ 2.55pm
Thurs 2™ April 2026
Monday 20 April 2026
Fri 2u*™ April @ 2.55pm
Monday 4 May 2026
Mon 11*" to Thurs 14 May
Tues 19" May

Weds 20" May @ Ypm
Thurs 21 May

Fri 22™ May @ 2.55pm
Friday 22™ May 2026
Monday 1% June 2026
1st - 19*" June

Fri 5% June 2026

8th - 12" June

Fri 12" JDune 2026

Year 1 - school trip (see letter)

Nursing Team in for Height & Weight checks for Rec & Year 6
Year R, Year 1 and Year 2 Disco (more info to follow)

Year 3 & Year 4 Disco (more info to follow)
Year S & Year 6 Disco (more info to follow)
Year R to Year 2 - Reading With parents session
Year 4 - school trip (details to follow soon)
Year S - school trip (details to follow soon)\
Year 3 - school trip (see letter)

Last day of Term 3 (usual finish time)

1% day of Term 4

Year R to Year 2 - Reading with parents session
Assessment weeks in school (all pupils)

Year R - school trip (see letter)

Mother’s Day Gift Sale to children (Juniors)
Mothers Day Gift Sale to children (Infants)
Sibling Photos taken in school

Staff Development Day (school closed to pupils)
Pennies for the Playground Event (more details to follow)
Spring Parents Evening (No.1)

Spring Parents Evening (No.2)

World Maths Day

Year R to Year 2 - Reading With parents session

Last day of Term U4 (usual finish time)

1** day of Term s

Year R to Year 2 - Reading With parents session

Bank Holiday (school closed)

Year 6 National SATS Tests

Sports Day (Year 1 to Year 6)

More class
assemblies to be
added soon!

‘Ready for Reception’ Parent and Child Roadshow
Back up Sports day (Year 1 to Year 6)

Year R to Year 2 - Reading With parents session
Last day of Term S

1% day of Term 6

National Phonics Screening (Year 1 and Year 2)
Class group photos taken in school

Year 4 National Multiplication Tests

Father’s Day Gift Sale to children (Juniors)
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School Events (continued) WHOLE

15th - 26" June Assessment weeks in school (all pupils) 6 OOL
Tues 16 June 2026 (pm) EYFS Sports Day

Thurs 18" June 2026 (pm) Back up EYFS Sports Day

Fri 19" June 2026 Father’'s Day Gift Sale to children (Infants)
Tues 23™ June @ Spm New Reception Parents - Info meeting

Fri 26" June @ 2.55pm Year R to Year 2 - Reading With parents session
Mon 13" July Transition Day (Day 1)

Tuesday 14" July Transition Day (Day 2)

Weds 15" - Fri 172" July Year 6 Residential Trip

Fri 172*" July @ 2.55pm Year R to Year 2 - Reading With parents session
Mon 20" July (afternoon) Year 6 Leavers' Festival

Tuesday 21% July (am) Year 6 Leavers' Assembly

Tues 21° July 2026 Last day of Term 6 1.30pm finish

Choir raising money for our W LloL=
Featherby Foodbank! ZCrlCon

Despite it being a Windy and drizzly morning on Thursday this
week, our small group of fantastic singers walked to Twydall
shops and sung their carols, entertaining the passers by. We
couldn’t be prouder of them all. They raised an amazing £80 n
donations Which will be given to the school foodbank (which in
turn supports many of our fomilies throughout the year).

Worm Featherby welcomes!

Next term we Will welcome to the Featherby Family: [ YN ‘E
« Miss Caveney, Who Will join us teaching in The Nest provision w ' g / ' L
o Mrs Dixon, Who Will join us in Ostrich, as class teacher
« Mr Bailey, who Will join us a PPA teacher

We Know you will, ke us, moke them feel welcome and part of our community.
Some sad farewells!

This term we say a sad goodbye and thank you to two members of our SEND team who leave us for pastures new:

« Mr Hobls, Who has been with us as one of our SENDCos for the last two and a half years - supporting
children and parents navigate the SEND process across both buldings
« Ms Tizzano Who has supported our younger children with additional needs for the last year, most recently our
children in The Nest provision.
We thank them both for all the support they have given Featherby.

We olso wish Miss Dobson all the very best as she starts her maternity Lleave today.
We con't Woait to hear news of a new member of the Featherby Family.
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SEND Spotlight - Surviving Christmas!

Wow! What a busy term we have had! We are very proud of how the children have
handled the changes to their routines in the lead up to Christmas and we hope they all have a
well-deserved rest over the holiday!

Christmas can be a challenging time for children with SEND, there are bright lights, Loud noises
and more changes to their routine than ever! So a poetry reminder of the extra help they may
need at this time of year:

Twas the night before Christmas,
And all through the house,
The noises were louder,

Yes, even the mouse!

We don’t Like not Knowing, or what to expect,
We need our routine, and quiet time to reflect.

We took melatonin, and tried a hot bath,
But the chaos of Christmas takes a dif ferent path.

Visitors are overwhelming, we don't mean to be rude.
We don’'t want Christmas dinner, just our usual food.

We don’t react to gifts like other children do,
But know that we're grateful for everything from you.

So be patient wWith me, be loving, be Kind.
And remember that your Christmas,
Feels different to mine.

Some top tips to help your SEND child:

= Keep a routine as much as possible. Uising
visual schedules can be helpful so that
your child knows what is happening
throughout their day and weel.

= Enjoy short and simple sensory actiities.

= It's okay to have only close family over for
Chiristrnas or no company at all.

- If you do go out for Christmas, explain
your childs sensory challenges to
everyone ahead of ime.

- Have a quiet room or space for your child
to be alone when they get ovenwhelmed.
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We have noticed an increase in children bringing cuddly toys and personal sensory
items into school. We Kindly remind families that these items should remain at home, as they can
easily be Lost or damaged.

Children Who require sensory aids (such as fidgets) are provided with appropriate resources by
their class teacher or the SEND team, depending on individual need.

From next term we will also be starting OPAL, where children will have access to a range of
play items during break and Lunchtime. To avoid personal items becoming mixed up with school
resources, We ask that children do not bring cuddly toys or personal play items into school.
Thank you for your understanding and support.

Wishing you all a wonderful Christmas!

The Featherby SEND Team
Mrs Channon, Inclusion Lead and Mrs Reynolds, SENDCo



https://twitter.com/featherbyinfjnr/status/1681655194558373893/photo/1

‘Why have they been nominated?

For making excellent progress in both his word reading and his comprehension of the text. Car ahways reads
at home and shows enthusiasm in his reading.

Mia has shown amazing progress with her reading. Mest recently showing her ability to read CvWC words
correctly and confidently. She has also shown a love for reading, always picking up a book showing & positive
attitude to reading.

Paisley

Paisley has shown outstanding effort and enthusiasm in reading. she consistently excels in her reading skills
and confidently reads independently. Her dedication, focus, and growing love for books are wonderful to
sEE.

Barn Ol

Frankie has really tried hard in his reading lessons and it's been lowely to se2 him enjoying books at home
with mummy to.

Tawny Ol

Darasimi

Darasimi has been working extra hard this term in our phonics lessons, our guided reading session and she
has been reading at home as well! 1t's a joy to hear Darasimi read and talk about what she enjoyed.

snowy Owl

Melhy

Melly has shown & fantastic effort this term with her reading, it has been lovely 1o see & range of books being
read at home and she shows 2 clear love of reading! 1t's been great to see her growing in confidencs with
her reading!

Kingfisher

Mowzh's reading has really taken off this term and her enthusiasm to read has really shone through. It has
been 3 real pleasure 1o see her applying her phonics knowledge and attempt new words independently.

wiondpecker

Lenmy

Lenmy has shown a fantastc effort this term with his reading, he has read consistently at home and shows
such enthusiasm for reading. Well done Lenny, keep up the amazing reading!

Puffin

Delilzh

Delilah has shown fantasoc progress in her reading. She has a real love for stories and books, reading
regularly at home and enjoying listening to 3 wide range of stories. Delilah's comprehenzion =kills are
excellent — her retrigval is strong as she confidently shares what she has learmnt and asks thoughtiul
guestions. Well done, Delilah — kesp up the amazing reading!

Elijgh always meests our reading terget of £ times per week and has begun to show clear progress in his
reading, especially his inference!

Arla has rezd 4 fimes 3 wesk every week and logged it well on Learning with Parents. She has consistently
shiwn &n enthusiasm for reading!

Skylark

Kaya

For her consistently and love for reading. She is an avid reader who always challenges herself when reading.

Parrot

Reggie

For showing an increased level of home reading this term - Keep it up Reggie 1!

Toucan

Ronmnie

For showing such enthusiasm for reading this term - particularly Reading Flus which he even does before
coming to school inthe morming.

Kacper

For his commitment to reading, including wsing reading plus and getting his 4 reads a week. Well done!

Danil

For making great progress in his reading and moving up nearly 2 levels on Reading plus.

agliyah

For making great progress in her reading thanks to consistent reading at home and moving up through 3
lzwels on Reading Plus.

Flarmingo

Miz-Rose

For showing great effort and rezilience into all her reading this term. Well done Miz-Rose.

Falcon

Freddie

For the work he is putting into his reading. It is starting to show in the progress he is making - keep it up.

Ezgle

Zibah

For her hard work and commitment with reading this term, particularly with reading plus and reading
interventions. Well done Zibah!

Hawk

Charlie

For developing his love for reading contributing to huge progress so far this year. Well done Charlie!




For being an excellent role model, always upholding the Featherby values, working consistently hard, trying his best at all times.

For being an absolute superstar this term, Layla has truly blown me away with her growing confidence, especially in writing. | am
Layla s0 incredibly proud of you, Layla — thank you for being such a joy to teachl

For being a lovely and kind child to everyone in the class, always getling on with his work and helping anyone who may need
Theodore T Snowy Owl  help. He is always so polite and a superstar in the class.

For her incredible performance in the nativity. Lyla is also a consistent role model in Finch class always showing a positive attitude
Lyla Finch to leamning.
Duckling For her always trying her best and being an amazing role model since she staried with us in Ducklings. Well done Georgie

Barn Owl For always demonsiraiing our school values. You work incredibly hard and have high aspirations. Well done Theo
For being an absolute superstar this term! Grayson is an excellent role model, working consistently hard in all areas of his
Woodpecker |leaming and always trying his best with a big smile on his facel

Paisley has been an excellent role model, an enthusiastic learner and a wonderful helpful and kind friend this term. We are so
Wren proud of you Paisley!

) Waverly has a fantastic attitude to learning and always produces work to a high standard. It has been lovely to see her really grow
Kingfisher  in confidence this term and see her actively participate in lessons.

For being an incredibly resilient and enthusiasiic leamer. William astounds us with his dedication to learming and making the right
Tawny Owl  choices. We are very proud of you, Willl

For being an exceptional student and rele model who lives out the Featherby Values everyday! She iz a caning member who

always treats all adults and students with respect. She completes all work to the highest standard and prezents this with beautifial
Amelie B joined writing!

She has been a joy to teach this term, and has shown a considered and determined attitude in all areas of her leaming. Her
LyraT ] positivity and resilience are an inspiration to her peers, and I could not be more proud of her achievements!

For never failing to follow every scheol value. Tine is resilient, responsible, respectful and trustworthy. On top of thiz, she holds
Tinevimbo M 4 the highest aspirations for her work throughout every leszon and shows unity with her peers in everything she does.

For consistently displaying the Featherby values and showing an amazingly positive and enthusiastic attitude towards all aspects

of school life. In addition, she is an incredibly kind and caring member of the class and can always be relied on to help other
Florence B children and the adults! She is a brilliant member of the class!

For being an excellent hardworking member of the class, she has tned parheularly hard to improve at her Maths on IXL. She has
Thea S also shown a love of reading. She 13 a superb example to the rest of the class.

For always showing an amazing positive attitude and being an excellent role model. She always contributes in every subject and
Sofia F shows great enthusiasm to leam She is a lovely member of Macaw clazs!

For showing exceptional effort and resilience in all subjects. She has a fantastic attitnde to leamning and is a very kind and
Elzie V-W thoughtful girl on top of that. Well done!

For being absolutely superb in 2l of her leaming, showing great resilience, uzing feedback to help her and being a pleasure to
Bella F teach A true role model!

For being an outstanding member of Emu class and a true role model. You are always upholding the Featherby values and are an
Ezme T absolute dehight to teach. Well done Esme!

For embodying all of the Featherbry Values. She not only works hard - making preat progress this term - but 1= zlso a kind and
Ella W polite member of the class, an absolute pleasure to teach.

For showing amazing leaming behaviours since the start of Year 6. You personify the Featherby Values and we are very proud of
Harley M ; vour efforts so far. Keep it up, Harley!

For her considerable hard work throughout the term. Scarlett has been extremely conscientious and always strives to improve.
She consistently asks for help and feedback and genuinely wants to know how she can do even better. She is alse a wonderful,
Searlett M pelite, and caring member of our class. Well done Scarlett!

Times Tables RockStars

Attgndanci Winners

Infants

w ight this w h u
Barn OWJ.S = 98% as very tg t this eek among the qur

classes

Juniors Yr3 - Jay
Dove = 98.2% Yr U - Parrot
Yr S - Ostrich
Yr 6 - Falcon




