
Wellies & Waterproofs for the New Year

In order to make the very most of their OPAL play which will start in

January, we will be asking that all children (Nursery to Year 6) bring in a

pair of wellies and waterproof clothingthat they can keep in school. We

will share more information about OPAL when we return but, for now,

please can you get them wellies and waterproofs to bring in as we want

every child to enjoy the new play scheme.
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Firstly I would like to thank you all, on behalf of all the staff, for
your kind Christmas wishes, cards and gifts - they are very much
appreciated.  Thank you too to our Reception families who came in
to watch their children in the Nativity performances this week - we
hope you enjoyed it as much as well all did.
After the fun and games of yesterday’s class parties, and as the
decorations, class hoops and all the Christmas-themed activities
are put away, the school seems quieter than usual somehow.  I wish
you all a merry Christmas but, more importantly, a simple one.  A
Christmas of enjoying quality time with your families and friends.
We know that some our families may find the Christmas period
difficult for all sorts of reasons and, in last week’s Flyer (which you’ll
find on the school website) we have signposted to a network of
support available in the Medway area, should you or someone you
know need it.
As is now tradition, we have also shared a little silliness from staff -
in our Christmas video to you all.  We hope you enjoy watching it as
much as we did making it!
We will see you all in 2026!
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Interventions and Boosters- what are they?

As we enter the New Year, some children may be required to attend interventions or booster sessions. 

These are carefully planned, short-term sessions that provide extra support, help to boost confidence,

secure key skills or develop learning further. 

They are a normal and positive part of school life and are never something to worry about. Every child

learns differently, and these sessions give pupils valuable time to practise, revisit or stretch their learning

in a small, supportive setting.

 

Interventions and boosters play an extremely important role in helping children make the best possible

progress, and attending them wherever possible is essential to ensure your child gains the full benefit from

this additional support.
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1st day of Term 3

Drop-in support session for Nursery/Yr2 parents for admissions

Year 1 - school trip  (see letter)

Nursing Team in for Height & Weight checks for Rec & Year 6

Year R, Year 1 and Year 2 Disco (more info to follow)

Year 3 & Year 4 Disco (more info to follow)

Year 5 & Year 6 Disco (more info to follow)

Year R to Year 2 - Reading with parents session

Year 4 - school trip (details to follow soon)

Year 5 - school trip (details to follow soon)

Year 3 - school trip (see letter)

Last day of Term 3 (usual finish time)

1  day of Term 4st

Year R to Year 2 - Reading with parents session

Assessment weeks in school (all pupils)

Year R - school trip (see letter)

Mother’s Day Gift Sale to children (Juniors)

Mothers Day Gift Sale to children (Infants)

Sibling Photos taken in school

Staff Development Day (school closed to pupils)

Pennies for the Playground Event (more details to follow)

Spring Parents Evening (No.1)

Spring Parents Evening (No.2)

World Maths Day

Year R to Year 2 - Reading with parents session

Last day of Term 4 (usual finish time)

1  day of Term 5st

Year R to Year 2 - Reading with parents session

Bank Holiday (school closed)

Year 6 National SATs Tests

Sports Day (Year 1 to Year 6)

Monday 5  Jan 2026th

Tuesday 13  Jan 2026 @ 9amth

Weds 14th Jan 2026

Weds 14  Janth

Thurs 15  Jan 2026th

Thurs 22nd Jan 2026

Thurs 29  Jan 2026th

Friday 30  January @ 2.55pmth

Thursday 5  Feb 2026th

Friday 6th Feb 2026

Monday 9  Feb 2026th

Friday 13  Feb 2026th

Mon 23  Feb 2026rd

Fri 27  February @ 2.55pmth

2nd - 13  Marchth

Fri 6th March

Fri 6  Marchth

Fri 13  Marchth

Thurs 19  Marchth

Fri 20  March 2026th

Monday 23  Marchrd

Weds 25  Marchth

Thurs 26  Marchth

Thurs 26  Marchth

Fri 27  March @ 2.55pmth

Thurs 2  April 2026nd

Monday 20  April 2026th

Fri 24  April @ 2.55pmth

Monday 4  May 2026th

Mon 11  to Thurs 14  Mayth th

Tues 19  Mayth

School Events
Events in Red = Events when parents in certain year groups come in to join us (dates for your diary)

Events in Blue = Events happening in school for the children, that doesn’t involve parents coming in

As we add new dates each week we’ll flag it up to you so you spot any new dates/events
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Weds 20  May @ 4pmth

Thurs 21  Mayst

Fri 22  May @ 2.55pmnd

Friday 22  May 2026nd

Monday 1  June 2026st

1st - 19  Juneth

Fri 5  June 2026th

8th - 12  Juneth

Fri 12  June 2026th

‘Ready for Reception’ Parent and Child Roadshow
Back up Sports day (Year 1 to Year 6) 

Year R to Year 2 - Reading with parents session

Last day of Term 5

1  day of Term 6st

National Phonics Screening (Year 1 and Year 2)

Class group photos taken in school

Year 4 National Multiplication Tests

Father’s Day Gift Sale to children (Juniors)

More class

assemblies to be

added soon!

https://twitter.com/featherbyinfjnr/status/1681655194558373893/photo/1


Assessment weeks in school (all pupils)

EYFS Sports Day 

Back up EYFS Sports Day

Father’s Day Gift Sale to children (Infants)

New Reception Parents - Info meeting

Year R to Year 2 - Reading with parents session

Transition Day (Day 1)

Transition Day (Day 2)

Year 6 Residential Trip

Year R to Year 2 - Reading with parents session

Year 6 Leavers’ Festival
Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly

Last day of Term 6 1.30pm finish

15th - 26  Juneth

Tues 16  June 2026 (pm)th

Thurs 18  June 2026 (pm)th

Fri 19  June 2026th

Tues 23  June @ 5pmrd

Fri 26  June @ 2.55pmth

Mon 13  Julyth

Tuesday 14  Julyth

Weds 15  - Fri 17  Julyth th

Fri 17  July @ 2.55pmth

Mon 20  July (afternoon)th

Tuesday 21  July (am)st

Tues 21  July 2026st

School Events (continued)
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Choir raising money for our

   Featherby Foodbank!

Despite it being a windy and drizzly morning on Thursday this

week, our small group of fantastic singers walked to Twydall

shops and sung their carols, entertaining the passers by.  We

couldn’t be prouder of them all.  They raised an amazing £80 in

donations which will be given to the school foodbank (which in

turn supports many of our families throughout the year).

Some sad farewells!

This term we say a sad goodbye and thank you to two members of our SEND team who leave us for pastures new:

Mr Hobbs, who has been with us as one of our SENDCos for the last two and a half years - supporting

children and parents navigate the SEND process across both buildings

Ms Tizzano who has supported our younger children with additional needs for the last year, most recently our

children in The Nest provision.

We thank them both for all the support they have given Featherby.

We also wish Miss Dobson all the very best as she starts her maternity leave today.  

We can’t wait to hear news of a new member of the Featherby Family.  

Warm Featherby welcomes!

Next term we will welcome to the Featherby Family:  

Miss Caveney, who will join us teaching in The Nest provision

Mrs Dixon, who will join us in Ostrich, as class teacher

Mr Bailey, who will join us a PPA teacher 

We know you will, like us, make them feel welcome and part of our community.

https://twitter.com/featherbyinfjnr/status/1681655194558373893/photo/1
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Wow! What a busy term we have had! We are very proud of how the children have 

handled the changes to their routines in the lead up to Christmas and we hope they all have a

well-deserved rest over the holiday! 

Christmas can be a challenging time for children with SEND, there are bright lights, loud noises

and more changes to their routine than ever! So a poetry reminder of the extra help they may

need at this time of year:

Twas the night before Christmas,

And all through the house,

The noises were louder, 

Yes, even the mouse!

We don’t like not knowing, or what to expect,

We need our routine, and quiet time to reflect. 

We took melatonin, and tried a hot bath,

But the chaos of Christmas takes a different path. 

Visitors are overwhelming, we don’t mean to be rude. 

We don’t want Christmas dinner, just our usual food. 

We don’t react to gifts like other children do, 
But know that we’re grateful for everything from you. 

So be patient with me, be loving, be kind. 

And remember that your Christmas,

Feels different to mine. 

Some top tips to help your SEND child:

SENDSEND

https://twitter.com/featherbyinfjnr/status/1681655194558373893/photo/1
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We have noticed an increase in children bringing cuddly toys and personal sensory 

items into school. We kindly remind families that these items should remain at home, as they can

easily be lost or damaged.

Children who require sensory aids (such as fidgets) are provided with appropriate resources by

their class teacher or the SEND team, depending on individual need.

From next term we will also be starting OPAL, where children will have access to a range of

play items during break and lunchtime. To avoid personal items becoming mixed up with school

resources, we ask that children do not bring cuddly toys or personal play items into school.

Thank you for your understanding and support.

* 

Wishing you all a wonderful Christmas! 

The Featherby SEND Team

Mrs Channon, Inclusion Lead and Mrs Reynolds, SENDCo

SENDSEND

https://twitter.com/featherbyinfjnr/status/1681655194558373893/photo/1


Reading NominationsReading Nominations



Silver Special Mentions Silver Special Mentions 

Attendance Winners

Infants

Barn Owls = 98%

Juniors

Dove = 98.2%

Attendance Winners

Infants

Barn Owls = 98%

Juniors

Dove = 98.2%

Times Tables RockStars

TTRS winner this week is Parrot Class although it
was very tight this week among the Year 4

Classes

Yr3 - Jay
Yr 4 - Parrot
Yr 5 - Ostrich
Yr 6 - Falcon
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