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hey say time flies when you’re having fun - this term is running away with us and we only have just over a
week Lleft of the year (where did the year go!?)
The Year 6 children this week continue to astound us all with their strength of character, persistence and
determination: whether that’s tackling new skills like climbing, fencing and rafting at the PGL residential trip or
ice-skating or trampolining nearer to home or even just mastering their fears of sleeping away from home -
they’ve all excelled themselves and we couldn’t be prouder of them all.
This week has enabled us to enjoy our outside space with our newest pupils this week, and it was joyous to see
the new Reception children come for their Teddy Bears’ Picnic transition event. It was a great success and was
enjoyed by all (including the staff!). We are already seeing the benefits of more transition events for the children
and the children are more settled and confident as a result. This is why next week is so important for all our
children, the opportunity to allay any worries about the new academic year and feel more reassured before the
Summer holidays start is invaluable and this is why we timetable three days to transition. So | wish you a
restful week as next week will be a busy one, as you can see! a@@

Chromebook Devices - Return Day Next week - PE

The class timetable for PE/sports next
weeKk Will be subject to some change as
we try to fit in all the sessions, alongside
the three days of transition. Therefore

AWl chromebooks, wWithout exception, must
be returned to school and be Kept in
school from next Friday 18" July onwards.
This is to ensure that all devices can be
PAT tested in the summer for safety
before being returned to the children.
Please ensure your child’'s device and
charger is in school for next Friday. Thank
you for your support

please could you ensure your child’'s PE
bag is in school every day next week and
left in school, from Monday to Friday, to
enable them to take part in any sports
sessions scheduled.

End of Year Reports will be emailed home by the end of next week to you

Please ensure your email address is correct (and your inbox isn’'t full) as we’'ll be emailing
your child’s school report home to you late next week and you won’'t want to miss it!

Transition Days
Just to remind you, next Wednesday, Thursday and Friday the children will ‘become a year older’
for those days and will get to spend time in their new classrooms, with their new classmates and
the teachers/classroom staff. How exciting!

Year 2 Parents - Reminder - Celebration Assembly
Next Monday the Year 2 children welcome their parents to their celebration event at 2.30pm in
the JUNIOR school building. See you then, you Won't want to miss it!

Who's your child’'s new class teacher?
On Monday we Will tell the children What class they’'ll be in and Who their new teacher will
be (we'll send you an email too on Monday, So you're aware so Keep an eye on your inbox.
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School Events & Reminders

14th July @ 2.30pm Year 2 Celebration Assembly (celebrating becoming ‘junior’ pupils) - N JUN|OR BUILDING

15th July @ 9.30am Year 6 Leavers' Production - Performance for Parents (Show No.1)

15th July Year 6 Leavers Festival 2pm - 6pm

15* July New Reception (Rec Sept 2025) children in for their Stay & Plays with their new class teachers/staff
16th - 18th July Transition Days (When pupils spend time in their new classrooms with new teachers)

17th July @ #pm Yeor 6 Leavers' Production - Performance for Parents (show No.2)

218t July @ 9.30am Year 6 Leavers' Celebration Ceremony

21% July (am & pm) Tooth Fairy visiting the Nursery children

22nd July @ 1.30pm School closes at 1.30pm for all pupils on the last Day of Term 6

23rd July First day of Summer Holidays
27th August Last day of Summer Holidays

28th August Staff Development Days (school closed to pupils)

29th August Staff Development Days (school closed to pupils)

1st - 3rd September Parent/Teacher/Child Meetings - Home visits

Uth September 1st day back in school for pupils

16th & 17th Sept Medway 11+ Tests in school (for Year 6 children registered to toke the test)

Staff Changes - Hellos and Goodbyes!

| Know you Will join me in giving a warm Featherby welcome to the following new members of the
teaching staff, who join us collectively bringing a huge amount of experience to compliment our staff
team:

Mrs Terry, who will join the Reception teaching team and Who some of our new Reception children
have met this week;

Miss Moroney, Who Will join the teaching team in Year 4. The current Year 3 children have enjoyed
spending time with this week.

Mr Hughes, Who Will join the Year 1 team as class teacher and the children will get to meet next
weeK during transition days

Ms Baker, Who will also be joining Year 1 as class teacher and year lead and actually returns to
Featherby, having previously taught here some years ago (clearly Featherby is in her veins!).

Miss Hayes, Who will join us in Nursery, bringing a wealth of EYFS experience to the post of
nursery teacher.

Miss dames, Who joins us a class teacher for Year 2, from our fellow trust school Millennium.

We also Welcome Miss Smith and Mrs Zaheer to the team of teaching assistants and to the important
role of supporting children in their Learning.

We're delighted to have them all join us and look forward to the exciting times ahead.

However as new people join us, sadly familiar and much-loved staff leave us for new adventures and
we wish Miss Williams, Miss Hollingsbee, Miss Waters, Ms Butcher, Miss Lyall, Mr Barrie and Mrs Hobbs
our very best for the new chapters in their teaching careers. We thank them all for their hard work

and commitment in supporting the children of Featherby. We wish them every success.

We also say goodbye to Mr Oliver from the site team and thank him and wish him well.
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As We Welcomed our Year 6 children back to school this afternoon,
after three days of hanging of f climbing walls, building rafts,
fencing and so much more, we're already thinking about next year's
residential trip. We'll send out more information early next week
and will set up the first payment for the deposit and put it on MCAS
for you, if your child’'s interested. So keep an eye on your inbox and

we'll share more information in the next few days.

Mastermind 2025

On Monday the #th July the Featherby annual Mastermind competition took place in the Junior
Hall. Every year for the past 40 years very brave children have sat in the infamous black chair

as 2 minutesS of questions about their
chosen books followed by 1 minute of general
knowledge have been asked to them.

This year, Olivia H, Aluna-Jade E-G,

Ernest P, lsabelle P, Elsa W, Barunka H,

Lucas A and Mutimainah Y were the brave
contestants and they all did remarkably
well. The end result was extremely close
with some very admirable scores from our
Year 4 and 5 pupils Who should all do very
well next year. The final result however, was

very close between two Year 6 pupils with Olivia H-M pipping Ernest for first place by just one
point. A marvellous end to a hard-fought competition - well done Olivia and well done to everyone
who took part. A great afternoon was had by all who attended.

Communication - Have your Say!

As We come to the end of the school year, it's a
time for reflection - what's working well, what
may need improving - and wWe'd Like your feedback
about communication.

Recently we had several parents wWho missed the
news about certain events and opportunities and
that saddens us because, for whatever reason,
communication didn't work for them. We'd ask
parents from all year groups (even if your child is
Lleaving us) to complete this survey as your opinions
are important to us by clicking on:

&2

WE WANTYOUR Communication Survey

FEEDBACK

Year S children - are you up for the Residential Trip?

Summer Book Boost Reading Challenge

Calling all 7 to 11 year olds: Jdoin the
Summer Book Boost! A free update each
week, dropping in your inbox with a
author video to watch, activities Llinked
to reading to enjoy, recommendations
for library books to enjoy - all

designed to inspire your child to Love to
read and to continue those reading skills
over the summer. What have you got to
lose?!

More info via: Summer Book Boost

=
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SEND Spotlight
Preparing for Transition

All children at Featherby are preparing for a BIG change as they find out Who their teacher will
be for next year, What their new class name will be and possibly finding out a teacher they have
had before is moving on to pastures new. All of these changes can be very challenging for all
children, particularly those with SEND.

Here's how Featherby are supporting children with additional needs during year group transitions:

Early Preparation and Familiarisation: All children spend 3 wWhole days in the new class, with
their new teacher to start to build those all important relationships from the very beginning.
Explain changes gradually: Each change is introduced 1 by 1 across the next week. Children will
find out their classes, their teacher, their classroom etc on different days to allow for each
change to be processed before the next change is introduced.

Use visual supports: Children will be provided with a Transition Booklet that will include photos
of their new teacher, new classroom and new route into school to look at over the summer.
Familiarise with new environment: Some children have already been shown their new building if
they are transitioning from Year 2 to 3 and this coming week, all children will be spending time
in their new classrooms.

Engage With parents and carers: The introduction of home visits in the first week of September
i$ a great opportunity to start working together with parents and carers for a successful year
ahead.

Collaborate with school staff: All teachers (old and new!) will be meeting to discuss the
children in their new classes, School Based Plans and successful strategies will be shared in
readiness for September

Encourage child's questions: Children have been asking questions about next year to their current
teachers all this week, some have even written questions for their new teacher ready to ask
them wWhen they meet them next week

Addressing Worries and building confidence: Current teachers are easing concerns and have been
calming nerves and stressing the exciting change that is coming

ldentify specific worries: We actively listen to the child's concerns and address them directly,
perhaps through social stories or relaxation techniques.

Focus on positive aspects: We highlight what the child is Looking forward to and use these
positive elements to create a positive outlook on the transition.

Role-playing and practice: Staff engage in role-playing exercises to simulate new situations and
practice coping strategies.

Build routines gradually: New teachers will hit the ground running next week by establishing new
routines and expectations well in advance to allow for adjustment.

Ongoing support: We are always here. If you have any questions or concerns around transition,
please contact us on: inclusion@fpsmat.org

We hope everyone is really looking forward to meeting their new teacher and exploring their new
classrooms next week!

Mrs Reynolds and Mr Hobbs
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News from the Family Liaison Of ficer
Future events With the FLO and external agencies.

Over the next couple of flyers, | will be sharing events and opportunities that will be taking place over the
summer holiday's to give you enough time to book if needed. Please Keep an eye out as there are also lots of
free family events taking place.

Medway Summer Holidays:

Please follow the link below for over 30 free fun family events happening across the 4 Medway Family hubs and
wellbeing centres:

https.//www.medwayfamilyhub.couk/#/events/44t2Z-medway-summer-holidays

Coming up at Medway Heritage sites..

Curious bug trail: Can you find all the curious bugs around the museum? Saturday, 19 July to Saturday, 30 Aug,
10am to Upm, Guildhall Museum. Admission charges apply, trail free.

Summer Holiday Family Crafis: Design and make your own cabinet of curiosity box With crafty beetles,
dragonflies and ladybirds. Weekdays only from Wednesday, 23 July to Friday, 29 August, 10am to 4pm, Guildhall
Museum.

Summer trail - Knightly chivalry: Can you find all the values it takes to become a true knight for their code of
honour?

Under 5’s eye spy trail available. Saturday, 19 July to Sunday, 31 August, 10am to 6pm, Rochester Castle.
Admission charges apply. Trail included with admission.

Click here to find out about the Guildhall Museum Click here to find out about Rochester Castle

Summer Proms at Fort Amherst

Every Sunday there is free live music from 2pm.

Bring a chair and a picnic or alternatively new for 2025 you can reserve
one of the picnic benches and they can bring the picnic to you!

Book your picnic at the link below. Picnic includes baguette, With a selection
of cheeses, meats, pate and chutneys, along with our homemade scones,
clotted cream and jam, finished of f With strawberries and cream and a
bottle of Prosecco.

Gates open at 12 midday. This is a family friendly event and well behaved
dogs on Leads are welcome. Fort Amherst staff reserve the right to refuse
entry. There is Limited parking close to the Amphitheatre at £3 per vehicle
however once this is full you will need to use our payable main car park
adjacent to the Cannon Cafe.

Sunday, 27 July - Kent Youth Jazz Orchestra - Jazz standards, jazz rock and jazz funk.
Sunday, 3 August - Marvellous Mo and the Backline Ferrets - 60s, 70s, 80s, 90s, rocK, ska & soul.
Sunday, 10 August - 5 in the Bar - swing and pop from 60s to present.

Sunday, 17 August - Swingtime Sweethearts - nostalgic 1940s to commemorate V- Day.

Sunday, 24 August - Hot Rats - traditional British folk and Ceilidh band.

Sunday, 31 August - Marconi Brass Band - traditional brass band.

Click here to find out more and how to book a picnic
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Love Gillingham

Get ready for a fantastic day out as Love Gillingham's Big Day
Out returns to Gillingham High Street on Sunday, 20 July' This
free, family-friendly event promises a vibrant celebration of
everything that makes our town special.
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Throughout the day, visitors can enjoy a wide variety of live i
entertainment, including musicians, street performers, and a M

show-stopping wrestling match that's sure to draw a crowd. There will also be interactive workshops for all
ages, giving both Kids and adults the chance to get hands-on With crafts and creative activities.

The high street will be lined with unique shopping stalls featuring local traders, artisans, and makers—
perfect for picking up something special wWhile supporting small businesses. And When it's time to refuel, you'll
find delicious street food from a range of vendors offering something for every taste.

Click here to find out more about Love Gillingham

Free Bus Travel in Medway

This summer Leave the car at home, and hop on the bus.

Up to three children can travel for FREE With any fare-paying adult* on all
Medway buses — every day until 8pm thanks to funding from the Government.
=2 Valid from Saturday, 19 July to Sunday, 31 August

222 Hop on board and explore everything Medway has to offer. Please see
Medway Council Website for t&Cs.

Khizar, Kickboxing champ! Kodie - premiership star of the future?

Khizar from Year 3 recently won his Kodie from Year S impressed the coaches and
Kickboxing match - showing selectors at the recent Medway Premiership
determination, discipline, and great District trials. He's been chosen to represent
sportsmanship, he represented our district in the U11s football squad and is
school community with excellence. understandably thrilled to be chosen.

Way to MEDWAY DISTRICT UT1.

9o, champ! S HETE PREMIERSHIP SQUAD 2025/26
delighted

Look Gt y = ; = 4 . q ‘ . too' KOdie. JAX MCARTHUR - WAINSCOTT PRIMARY SCHOOL

FINLEY HENDERSON - HUNDRED OF HOO PRIMARY

tth < | - - ' : Ver\/ Well ACADEMY

HARLEY RICKETTS - PARKWOOD PRIMARY SCHOOL

trophy : j T P - r -4 dOV\e! KAIRO SAGE - BREDHURST PRIMARY SCHOOL

-

. \ CAIDEN MOORE - MAUNDENE PRIMARY SCHOOL
shine!

SAM JONES - 5T THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC PRIMARY
SCHOOL

ARLEN LYONS - HUNDRED OF HOO PRIMARY
ACADEMY

KODIE DONOHOE-DAVY - FEATHERBY PRIMARY
SCHOOL

{ DYLAN DUFFIELD - HEMPSTEAD JUNIOR SCHOOL
TOBIAS OWUSU - OAKLANDS PRIMARY SCHOOL

OAKLEIGH DALE - HUNDRED OF HOO PRIMARY
ACADEMY

MARCELL WARD - BREDHURST PRIMARY SCHOOL

KHAQWAN PHILLIPS - WOODLANDS PRIMARY
SCHOOL

RONNIE ELLIOTT- HORSTED JUNIOR SCHOOL
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New Chronicles of Mudfog

Game Launch

2th of July | 11am - 4pm
House | Chatham

FI'E‘-E- E[lt!‘}r - 29,

GREATIVE 7 - Aas Funded by
E'SIUMH L ENGLAND At UK Government

TheafFe Wléeks!

Summer theatre workshop dates

Children will learn songs from
musicals, movies, the charts and
more.
28th-31° July - St John Fisher Hall
ME1 3EN
4th-7th Rainham School For Girls
ME8 OBX
both 9am-3pm
11th-14™ August Chatham Grammar
School 9-1pm
18th-21* August Thomas Aveling 9-

BOOK: Tpm
https://littlevoices.org.uk/westkent/theatreweeks/




Grayson Turqueize
Shivaay Eed

Evie Emerald
Amara Gold
Olivia Silver

Mathaniel Elue

Eittie 3 Aslan

SofiaF Centaur

Zyra 8 Griffin

FrazerJ Cloudjumper

Bobby D Stormfly

Kaden C  Toothles=z

Matthew D Gryffindor

Eliza G Hufflepuff

In=T Ravenclaw

Artmr D Bagheera

Times Tobles RockStar™
Class of the week

Special Mentions

For being such a kind, caring, and considerate friend, Ava truly lights up our classroom with her joy, enthusiasm, and positive
energy. She approaches every task with wholehearied effort and a can-do atlitude. I'm so proud of everything she's achieved.
Keep up the amazing work, Ava and stay fabulous!

For being helpful and reliable to adults when asked to complete a task and for trying excepfionally hard in all of his learning. Your
efforls are really paying off Cakley, Well done!!

For always being such a kind and caring member of Turquoise Class. Grayson joins in class discussions with great ideas and
always tries hiz best in everything he does!

For always being kind, caring and ready to leamn. Shivaay always demonstrates the school value of unity bringing his classmales
fogether. His phonics has also really improved allowing him to do more independent writing with more confidence in himself. Well
done Shivaay, keep it up!

For always putting in 100% effort into her leaming and being a kind and helpful member of Emerald class.

For working super hard this week! Amara has demonstrated all of our Featherby Values and continues to be a superstar, well
done you!

For working exceplionally hard on her confidence and independence. She has blown us away with her reading this week and
learning her lines for the celebration. Well done!

For doing some amazing persuasive writing this week. Mathaniel has shown a great attitude towards his leaming and been very
resilient. Keep it up Nathaniel!

For conzistently modelling our school values in everything she does - she has made amazing progress this year and should
be very proud of her work!

For always showing excellent behaviour and being an excellent role model to all. Sofia iz a treat to teach! Well done!

For displaying excellent courage to share her wonderful ideas with the class. She read and performed a poem she had
written with wonderful mtonation.

For always being a helpful and reliable member of Cloudjumper. Although he iz quiet in the class, he ensures that his work
1z completed to a high standard and he ahways shows the Featherby Values.

For showing dedication to improve his writing, taking on board feedback and trying really hard with his handwriting and
writing stamina Well done Bobby!

For being a pleasure to teach this year. He is hardworking, respectful, and consistently sets a great example for others.
Well done, Kaden — keep up the excellent work!

For learming the lines to his part in Year 5's Big Outcome so quickly, delivering them loudly and clearly and even taling
on somebody else's lines at the last minute. Well done!

For her increased confidence. From the child who struggled to speak in front of the class in September to the child who
has a speaking part in our Big Outcome she has come such a long way! Well done Eliza!

For being an excellent role model, for abways working hard and showing real determination to do her very best in lessons.
She listens carefully, volunteers answers and shows respect to others' contributions. Well done Iris - you are a star.

for being an absolute delight this week. He started the week working hard in lessons, especially in English. and he has
been a pleasure to be arcund for cur activity days.

For being an absolute pleasure this year but especially to be around for activity week! You have been eager to show your
skills at Soar and then further created some beavtiful artwork to convey life at Featherby! You have flourished this year
and we are o proud of you!

.
Attendance \Winners:

(for the 6 week in a row!) X .

They are unstoppable! (or are they?!)

Emerald & Turgquoise = both‘ 9%

23

Juniors r

Aslan = 98.67%

1



