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I am so excited to welcome everyone back to school - we’ve missed you! It has been lovely
to see you all at the gates and on the playground this week, to chat with you and to hear
from the children what they have been doing during the summer holidays.
The children are all settling in to their new classes and the expectations of moving up to the
‘next year’ and the whole staff team have been blown away by the resilience and maturity of
the children this week. The children have been a credit to their families and themselves and
| have no doubt this is because of the positivity and encouragement you have given them,
along with a successful transition programme in July and the home visits and in-school
meetings on Monday and Tuesday. We couldn’t be prouder of the children.
| would also like to extend a warm welcome to the newest members of the Featherby Family:
e our new children who have joined us in Reception, in Nursery this week and also across

other year groups this week;

Miss Hambelton (Reception Teacher);

Miss Lloyd (Year 1 Teacher);

Miss Boyle (Year 4 Teacher);

Mr Lewis (Year 4 Teacher/Lead);

Miss Butcher (Year 5 Teacher);

Miss Dobson (Year 5 Teacher); and

Miss Botterill (Admin Team Apprentice).
I know you will all make them feel part of our Featherby community.
| am excited for what this next academic year will bring and have no doubt the school and
the children will continue to grow and thrive. See you on Monday.
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Come for a tour of Fanth:h%\

Are you looking for a Reception place for
September 2025 for your child?

We are already booking tours for September to
come to look around, see what makes Featherby so
special and explore our brand new EYFS outside
learning environment, currently under construction.

We can’t wait to meet you!

Featherby Partnership Schools 'l @Featherbyinf jnr

httns://www.featherby-jun.medway.sch.uk/




School Events

Events in Red = Events When parents in certain year groups come in to join us (dates for your diary)
Events in Blue = Events happening in school for the children, that doesn’t involve parents coming in
As We add new dates each week we'll flag it up to you So you spot any new dates/events

th - 12th Sept Mock SATS tests for Year 6

11th Sept @ é6pm SEND @ Featherby - Parents Information Meeting

17th & 18th Sept Medway Test (for Year 6s registered to toke it)

2U4th Sept @ Spm Parent Info meeting regarding secondary school application process for parents of Year 6s
26th Sept @ 9.05am Parent Info meeting No.1 on Multiplication Checks for Year 4 parents

26th Sept @ 2.30pm Parent Info meeting No.1 on Multiplication Checks for Year 4 parents

8th October Parents Evening Day 1 &

9th October Autumn Parents Evening Day 2

2nd December Featherby’s 15 Days of Christmas goes live \/\/atCh
12th December Xmas Jumper Day h

13th December Christmas Fair t lS

17th December (pm) Year R Nativity Performance No.1 S p a Ce

18th December (am) Year R Nativity Performance No.2 %

iting things to cOMe-..
19th December Class Xmas Parties Exciting thind
25th March Spring Parents Evening Day 1

26th March Spring Parents Evening Day 2

20th June Summer Fair
9th - 11th July Residential Trip for Year 6s / Fun days for Year 6s !

News from the SEND Team

Welcome back to school from the SEND Team! L <

€N INFO DAY 295,

“2ND OCTOBER 9.30-2.30 "
We hope everyone had a lOVely holidqy and _ SITTINGBOURNE, KENT _

are ready for the year ahead.

evening for parents about SEND @ Featherby

next Wednesday evening at 6pm in the junior hall . Yo U AR E

and We encourage parents you to come along,
meet the team and find out all about the I NVI T E D \
amazing things wWe offer to support your children.

(w2 OSBRI 22T Yor] Gt 3%, ocT @ 2024 | TheWoodstock,
working together for the best outcomes for E Broadoak Road,
your children this year. 0 9.30 - 2.30 MES 8AG

A reminder that we are hosting an information i

More Info :
Mrs Reynolds and Mr Hobbs PLACES
MusTBe 0300 0110300

BOOKED admin@autismapprentice.co.uk

For professionals & parents



https://twitter.com/featherbyinfjnr/status/1681655194558373893/photo/1

Year 6 Parents - Only a few more days to pay your deposit for your
child’s Residential trip for July 2025

If your child if they're interested on going on the PGL residential trip next Summer. I|f you
needed further information, please email Mrs Barraclough via: admin@fpsmat.org.
Deadline to secure your child’'s place is next Friday (13th Sept)

Year U Parents

Mrs Channon Will be Leading on two information meetings for our Year 4 parents - guiding you
through how we can work together to support your child in their National Multiplication Tests.
You can choose to come along for a 30 min wWorkshop session either 9.05am or 2.30pm on
Thursday 26th September in the junior hall and we hope to see you at one of the events.

Year 6 Parents - it's time to consider secondary school!

Information meeting covering secondary application process, Year 6 SATS and expectations on
Tuesday 24th September @ Spm. We hope to see you all there.

It will soon be time for you to start to Look around the secondaries and here are links to
information about the open evenings/sessions offered some of our Local secondaries that you
may Wish to Look into - other schools are Likely to announce open events in the coming
weeks:

https:.//leighacademyrainham.org.uk/admissions/
https://www.chathamgrammar.org.uk/
https.//wwWw.bromptonacademy.org.uk/
https.//www.rainhamgirls-tkat.org/2148/open-days-taster-sessions
https.//www.robertnapier.org.uk/
https.//www.thehoward-that.org.uk/opendays



https://leighacademyrainham.org.uk/admissions/
https://www.chathamgrammar.org.uk/
https://www.chathamgrammar.org.uk/
https://www.bromptonacademy.org.uk/
https://www.rainhamgirls-tkat.org/2148/open-days-taster-sessions
https://www.robertnapier.org.uk/
https://www.thehoward-that.org.uk/opendays

KMFM supports Featherby Foodbank

During the summer holidays our Foodbank had a real boost When KMFM Radio’s ‘Tonnes of
Tins' campaign donated a huge amount of groceries to our foodbank which, as you know, has
been supporting Featherby families over over the last five years. We couldn’t be more
grateful for their donation - wWhich will make a big difference to families who might be
feeling the pinch.
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As We always say, if you need a little extra help please contact Mrs Hutching or Ms
Sandmann in the school of fices or our Family Liaison Of ficer, Mrs Wynne - you Will be glad
you called.

Please don't walk across the
field!

TESCO

We are really lucky to have such a i T
Llarge school field for the children to Are you going to

enjoy their games and PE lessons (as Tesco anytime soon? Y?u can vote for US-'CIS many
well as playtimes in the summer). We need your help! times as you shop in Tesco
However if the children are to get We are taking part in EESRESHIay s o Rie
the most out of this outside space we Tesco Stronger Starts. Hespense

do need your help - please walk those All you have to do is

extra few yards around the path take a token at the Stores you can vote for us in:

rather than cutting across the field  tilland droppingit  * Gillingham Kent Extra - MES 0GX
. into our box! = Victory Pier Gham Exp - MET 1TZ
if you're going between the infant | u : + Sturdee Ave Gillm Exp - ME7 2HN

and junior buildings so we can Kkeep
using the field for the children.

h
Thank you Spread the word!




Club Opportunities for Autumn Term

Little Voices - Drama and performing arts club on Mondays after school for Years 1 to 6.
Email- westkent@littlevoices.org.uk

Learn Chess - opportunities to Learn to play the strategic game of chess for Reception to Year
6 on Thursdays. Email: admin@learnchess.co.uk

Strive PE Football club for Years 1 & 2 on Mondays after school.
https.//strivepeandsport.onsidelive.co.uk/sign-in

Street Dance Club - Tuesday mornings before school for Years 3 to 6. Contact Sophia on: 07551
4qUZuUq

Dodgeball - After school on Thursdays for Year 3 to Year 6 with Mr Denny
WWW.bfreesporis.co.uk

Football - After school on - -
Fridays for Year 3 to Year 6 ' ‘ : l

with Mr Denny
www.bfreesports.co.uk

Multi-Sports - After school
on Thursdays for Year 1 &
Year 2 with Mr Denny
www.bfreesports.co.uk

Principle: Kirsty Gchianigap TCRG

school. Year 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 + 6 Irish dance cluby on Tuesdays, after school
starting on Tuesday 10th September. 3essions cost £5 per week.

NEW: |rish DQV\C‘V\Q Cl\‘b 'FOY' TCREG, the school is focused on creating a passion for Irish dance with a
ity, family Spirit.
Tuesdays after SChOOl community, family Spirit

contact Kirsty

All levels are supported from beginner to championship with our four
house teams, Ulster, Connacht, Munster and Leinster. The school boasts a
prestigious record having achieved world champion Success in 2022,

. . Kirsty is a professional Irish dancer, performing on TV Shows, films,
via text' 0783'4“10506 Riverdance and world competitions even dancing alongside Michael

Flatley himself!

or email. The children that receive a place in the after-school club will focus on
traditional Irish dance, shows dancing, performances, shows and

kirstymcmm\igan@icloud.com diplomas If attending this club, your child will need;

PE Kit, water and a snack

To book your child's place please send a text message direct to Kirsty, on
07834410506, or email on: kirstymcmanigan@icloud.com

— )



https://www.medway.gov.uk/info/200181/libraries/598/summer_reading_challenge_2024
https://strivepeandsport.onsidelive.co.uk/sign-in
http://www.bfreesports.co.uk/
http://www.bfreesports.co.uk/
http://www.bfreesports.co.uk/

Free Football Tickets

Are you interested in a day out, watching women’s football? London City Lionesses are of fering
free complimentary tickets to their first game of the season and here's the info.....

We would like to invite you to London City Lionesses' opening fixture against Newcastle United at
our new home: Hayes Lane, Bromley, BR2 9EF.

Please follow the instructions below to access your complimentary tickets for the match.

We kick off the match at 2pm — but before that you will be able to enjoy food and drink in
Broomfields and Bear Island Bar from 12pm.

We look forward to welcoming you to the #ThePride and cheering on London City Lionesses.

Complimentary Link > Tickets
Click on the link above (this link must be clicked in order to tell the system that the customer
about to sign in needs to see the free tickets)
If already registered with us simply log in using your details
o If not, then click on 'Register' above the sign in box
Once logged in, select 'Match Tickets' from the menu and then London City Lionesses v
Newcastle United fixture
Click 'General Admission' from the seat map
And choose the '‘Complimentary' price class
Select the quantity and then 'Add to Basket'
Click the basket top right corner to continue to checkout

Troubleshooting
« If you do not see the 'Complimentary' price option despite clicking the link and logging in please
log out, clear your cache and log back in.
« If you have previously purchased tickets from a Ticketmaster-powered website, we recommend
that you open the link using a private browser:
o Desktop: right click the browser icon at the bottom of your screen and select 'new InPrivate'
window
o iOS: copy the link, open explorer, click tabs (bottom right icon on iPhone), and switch to
'private’
o Android: copy the link, open Google Chrome, click the three dots in the top right corner,
select 'new Incognito tab’



https://www.medway.gov.uk/info/200181/libraries/598/summer_reading_challenge_2024
https://www.eticketing.co.uk/bromleyfc/Authentication/Login?groupref=40&digest=70628a2d9106db2545f2f3a522033e12f5bd7633820c4348b4caeaf0d8cef34f

At The National College, our WakelpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the conlidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and oge=-oppropriate
conversations with children about enling safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by Notional Online Salety, these guides now address wider topics and themes,
For lurther guides, hints and tips, pleags vieit nationalcollege.com.
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1 LEARN WHAT EQUIPMENT
YOU NEED

Figura out a list of all equipmant needed for
th stort of the school year, 5o you can
comfortably get your hands on the necessary
it in i, If children hmmﬂmmhlhm
and recaive free school maals, the school may be
abla to provide some monetary oid or offer othar

| suppart,

5 COMMUNICATE WITH
THE SCHOOL

Ifyou notice thot a child is feeling anxicus about
achange of teacher or school, arranging a
one-to-one maeting with their new teacher can bea
goeod way to alleviote soma of the anxiety. Just
knowing that thay understand the child's worries
and will ke able to help them if the need arises con
build the foundations of o geed working relationship.
Enowing that you con contact them with any queries
con also be reossuring,
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5 CHECK THE SCHOOL
WEBSITE

| Therewill be plenty of information about the
atart of term on the school's webslte to keep you
updated, Furthemmore, you ahould be able to find
ather useful infermation such as contact detalls far
atall, Impartant school aquipmant, clubs, and news
about any spachal events on the school calendar for
the year. It could be helpful te look through this with
childran for anything which might reassure tham.

4 HELP TO MANAGE o,
FRIENDSHIPS

It a child ls faaling anxlous abaut making new frlends
= aspacially I they're moving up to sacondary schaol
= it con be o good ideq to ramnd them of what they
could do or say when meating mew classmates.
Investigating the extracurdicular activities avallable
could e d good Way Lo open d conversation about
thalr hebblos and pastirmes, and [oining such clubs
could allow new friendships to be bullt on this mutual
Imterast,

-

S PLAN SELF-CARE @

Talking to children about how thay can manags
Mrﬂmmhmdﬁﬂumﬂhﬁm
tham vd its Imnport This might involve
Mﬂnwwmwﬂiﬂwhﬂmﬁrﬂ.u
weakly visit to the library, getting to bed at the some
tima each night, or o range of other activities that
suppaort thair wellbeing ond provide the fomilionity
and safety of a reutine that works for them.

i — a ——
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10jTopiTipsifordParentsiand|Educators

Change can be hard for children to manage. Going back to school after o long summer break might couse
them to feel uncertain about their friendships, school routines and relationships with new teachers. HoWaVer,
sted adults play an important role in providing both practical ond emotional support.

r

¢ MANAGE TRICKY ({8
FEELINGS

Explain that “QM wh;lllclmﬁullllqunmi
returming to school. This con help reduce any shame
or embarrazsmant a child might be feeling over
these emotions. Emphasise that other children -
m sama of tha | = will e i v th somie
ways to [+ s these
mmmdhﬂpﬂlhnhdmhwmlﬂ
their emations. Seme examples inchuds fidget toys,
UNIFORM
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Parents and corers should Irylp'h.qru child's O
mﬁmnfwthmuuudml:jwrmlhm

7 SECURE A SCHOOL

of tha now tarm ui.lﬂi wing for
hal growth spurts) and give them time BM
'I:Dl::r ?I:h:l.r‘o cun:umiur:lbh

change inte and out of it for FE lessons. Double check
the requirements far PE on the school's website, os
soma schools will also have requirements for PE kits.,
<~ TR . wrs
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g PREPARE FOR
TRANSITION DAYS

Ensuring that children attend transition days isa
vital step in preparing for the new year, Some
schools olso have transition evenings for parents
and carers to ottend, offering extra opportunities to
reach out for any additional suppart,

g READ THE MENTAL
HEALTH POLICY

If o young person struggles with their mental
health, it's impartant ta understand their schoo
mental health policy and provision to know what
uq:puuilmllum. This should be on the school's
website. & range of aid is typically an offer - fram
individunl timetable amendments to group sessions
on emaotional wellbeing. You can then discuss these
mmwmm-ummmmtmtmwh
there if they need it.

LEARN ABOUT
10 SEN SUPPORT \

Ifa child has SEN ond receives halp in

[ schoal, try to confirm exactly what support is
availabde, to ansure they'll ba having their needs

© met, If they're maving up te secandary schosl, it's o
good idea to meet with the SERCO to ensure that oll
taochers receive the most relevont, up-to-date
information about the child's needs and have o
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‘ contact to lioise with it these chonge aver tima.

National

Teaching and ITT wellbeing coach. Amy has pravisusly been a SMHL coach, helping
many different settings oudit their mentol health provision and support tham to
craate ond implemant o strategic plan bosed on the spacific needs of eoch setting,

Colege‘

Meet Qur Expert
Amy Sayer is afreslance mantal heatth troinar for schools, an author and @ contant
writar. Sha is an Associate for Diverse Educators, a fellow of the Chortered Collage of

Source: 5ee full reterenca Mst on gulde page at: https:{/nationalcollege.com, guides|supporting -children-golng-back-to-school
e R

X @wake_up_weds “ Jwuw.thenationalcollege @wake.up.wednesday ¢t @wakeupweds

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. Mo liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 04.08.2024



