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….and just like that, Term 2 is done and the school is eerily quiet! Particularly as noise from
the class parties, with laughter and games, has only just stopped and my ears are still
ringing with the sound of the children shouting “he’s behind you”  from this morning’s
pantomime (thanks to our PTA). This week, our Reception parents/carers came in to enjoy a
memorable Nativity performance by the children - what stars in the making we have
(particularly with the comedic timing of saying exactly what’s on their minds just when it all
goes quiet!). Additionally, Year 4 had an immersive day being Vikings, the children
particularly thrilled by the gory details of life in that period.
It’s been a long term for staff and for children (and, I’m sure, for you too!) but I am grateful
for the hard work of the staff and children in making the most of such a busy term.
On behalf of all the staff I would like to thank you all for the kind gifts, cards and good
wishes.  We wish you all a very Merry Christmas!

from the staff
@

Featherby

Spring Term Year Group Newsletters

By now you should already have received your
child’s year group newsletter, detailing what we’ll
be learning next term and how you can support your
child’s learning.  Our admin team has also put those
newsletters on the school website and also on your
MCAS App (under Important Documents).

Wrap-Around Newsletter

For our families who utilise our wrap-around provision, we’ve also sent home a newsletter
detailing some of the highlights of the Autumn term but also things to look forward to next
year. Our admin team has also put those newsletters on the school website and also on your
MCAS App (under Important Documents) as applicable.



First day of Term 3

Year 4 Parents information meetings x 2  (9.15am & 2.45pm) about

statutory National Multiplication Tests

Reception phonics - parent sessions

Year 1 Reading - parent sessions

Year 6 Reading - parent sessions

Year 3 Reading - parent sessions

Year 5 Reading - parent sessions

Year 4 Reading - parent sessions

Year 6 - Nursing team visit for height & weight checks

Year 1 Big Outcome (parents to come along) - afternoon

Last day o﻿f Term 3

First day of Term 4

Year 2 Reading - parent sessions

World Book Day (children and staff dress up as book characters)

Parents Evening (day 1) - Whole School

Parents Evening (day 2) - Whole School

Red Nose Day (wear red to school)

Year 1 Eid Celebration for parents to come along - afternoon

Last day of Term 4

First day of Term 5

Bank Holiday

Reception - Big Outcome (parents to come along) - afternoon

KS1/KS2 Sports Day (including parent picnic with the children)

Reserve date KS1/KS2 Sports Day (in case of poor weather on 21st) 

Last day of Term 5

8th January 2024

10th January 2024

15th, 16th, 22nd & 

23rd January

17th, 18th & 19th Jan

17th, 24th & 31st Jan

25th, 26th & 29th Jan

30th Jan, 7th & 20th Feb

1st, 2nd & 7th Feb

6th February 2024

6th February 2024

9th February 2024

19th February

26th, 27th & 29th Feb

7th March 2024

12th March 2024

14th March 2024

15th March 2024

26th March 2024

28th March 2024

15th April 2024

6th May 2024

17th May 2024

21st May 2024

(23rd May 2024)

24th May 2024

School Events
Events in Red = Events when parents in certain year groups come in to join us (dates for your diary)

Events in Blue = Events happening in school for the children, that doesn’t involve parents coming in

As we add new dates each week we’ll flag it up to you so you spot any new dates/events

3rd June 2024

5th June 2024 

(7th June 2024)

28th June 2024

4th July 2024

8th July 2024

24th July 2024

First day of Term 6 

Reception Sports Day - morning, followed by parent picnic)

Reserve date for Reception Sports Day (in case of poor weather on 5th)

Summer Fair (4pm-6pm)

Year 6 -  Medway Secondary Schools Transition Day

Nursery Sports Day (10am or 1.30pm - depending on when 

your child attends)

Last day of Term 6

https://twitter.com/featherbyinfjnr/status/1681655194558373893/photo/1


News from the SEND Team

The Christmas season is enjoyable for many. But it can also be a time of anxiety for others.
Be mindful that people around you may say they are fine but under the surface they are
drowning and need support. 
Supporting your child by 
understanding them and giving 
them space and time will help 
them to regulate. Try to 
regulate with them. 
Connection and time with 
family will be important 
to your child even if they 
do not appear to want it. 

This advent calendar image below can also help be us to understand some common difficulties
our children may be managing in the build up and the big day

Here are 5 ideas to help all children

regulate during the Christmas season. 

Keep to a routine as much as possible.1.

Keep your background music in the

background. Keep the volume low. 

2.

Let your children know how the day

will go, who they will see and how

the day will end. Some children need

advance warning and preparation.

Some need a little less! 

3.

Together discuss a quiet place they

can go in the home or house you’re
visiting. Give them a space to

decompress. 

4.

Dim the lights and reduce the flashing

and flickering lights.

5.

https://twitter.com/featherbyinfjnr/status/1681655194558373893/photo/1


We have also put some links and useful numbers/points of contact to help support wellbeing
over the christmas period this includes a Christmas Sensory survival kit which you can sign up
and download for use over the holiday period:

https://www.aspriscs.co.uk/news-blogs/preparing-your-child-with-autism-andor-adhd-for-the-
christmas-period/#:~:text=Communicate%20wi

https://spacedoutandsmiling.com/blog/2015-12-16-3-tips-autism-friendly-christmas

https://parents.actionforchildren.org.uk/additional-needs-disabilities/support-home-school/send-
christmas/

https://www.sensoryintegrationeducation.com/pages/news?p=christmas-sensory-survival-kit

The SEND team wish you all a restful and Merry Christmas and we’ll see you in 2024! 

Featherby Christmas Angels & Hampers

Again this year staff and parents donations have 
supported 12 Featherby families with gifts 
and hampers to help them over the Christmas season.

Thank you to everyone involved in spreading a little Christmas 
cheer.

Reception & Nursery - Chinese New Year tasting consents

In the New Year, our EYFS children will be sampling some Chinese food as part of their
learning around Chinese New Year. Please can we ask you to complete this consent form,
ready for when we come back:  https://forms.gle/VkehPLsRaLP4EoF9A 

https://www.aspriscs.co.uk/news-blogs/preparing-your-child-with-autism-andor-adhd-for-the-christmas-period/#:~:text=Communicate%20wi
https://www.aspriscs.co.uk/news-blogs/preparing-your-child-with-autism-andor-adhd-for-the-christmas-period/#:~:text=Communicate%20wi
https://spacedoutandsmiling.com/blog/2015-12-16-3-tips-autism-friendly-christmas
https://parents.actionforchildren.org.uk/additional-needs-disabilities/support-home-school/send-christmas/
https://parents.actionforchildren.org.uk/additional-needs-disabilities/support-home-school/send-christmas/
https://www.sensoryintegrationeducation.com/pages/news?p=christmas-sensory-survival-kit
https://forms.gle/VkehPLsRaLP4EoF9A
https://forms.gle/VkehPLsRaLP4EoF9A


Are you coming to join us in the New Year for reading ?

Reading is critical to every aspect of learning and it’s really important to us at Featherby.
We are hoping you’re coming in to join your child for an interactive reading / phonics lesson in
the New Year. In case you’ve missed the booking forms, here they are:

Reception = https://forms.gle/2UbLDEyUAZHutYfg8
Year 1 = https://forms.gle/diZNu4oXgSzZXXcG9
Year 2 = https://forms.gle/bGz5Lmvy5mjxf1Do9
Year 3 = https://forms.gle/R9NXWbF5125gxAe66
Year 4 = https://forms.gle/ALMxFcxFzwAmSC5u7
Year 5 = https://forms.gle/dvVEA8F1qfVDHF4p8
Year 6 = https://forms.gle/Dbk9xrU7rPFvMuQC7

Some homework for the adults!

Can we ask you at some point over the holidays to check your MyChildAtSchool app and check
that addresses, telephone numbers and email addresses are correct (and to request any
changes as necessary).

You do this by clicking on the three horizontal lines to open the menu and then choosing ‘Data
Collection’  and working through the information stored on there.  If you have any issues
please drop us a line.

Thank you for your support

Sad to say goodbye.....

We are sad to say goodbye to some members of staff this term, but wish them every success
for their future adventures:  Mrs Dawson, Mrs Gill and Miss Ackerley all leave us for
pastures new and they take our very best wishes with them and we thank them for all their
hard work with our children over the years.

A warm welcome to.....

We are delighted to tell you that we have secured two excellent teachers to join the team
for January and Miss Gray will be joining the nursery team as nursery teacher  and Mrs
Reynolds will be joining us to support teaching of children with additional educational needs.
I know you will join me in giving them a very warm Featherby welcome!

https://twitter.com/featherbyinfjnr/status/1681655194558373893/photo/1
https://forms.gle/2UbLDEyUAZHutYfg8
https://forms.gle/diZNu4oXgSzZXXcG9
https://forms.gle/bGz5Lmvy5mjxf1Do9
https://forms.gle/R9NXWbF5125gxAe66
https://forms.gle/ALMxFcxFzwAmSC5u7
https://forms.gle/dvVEA8F1qfVDHF4p8
https://forms.gle/Dbk9xrU7rPFvMuQC7


Reading NominationsReading Nominations



Silver Special MentionsSilver Special Mentions  

Lunchtime Golden Ticket AwardsLunchtime Golden Ticket Awards

Thea S - SilverThea S - Silver
Bonnie - SilverBonnie - Silver

Talia – GryffindorTalia – Gryffindor
Hadley – CentaurHadley – Centaur

Frankie – GryffindorFrankie – Gryffindor

Attendance WinnersAttendance Winners

InfantsInfants

Yellow - 96.74%Yellow - 96.74%

JuniorsJuniors

Mowgli - 95.83%Mowgli - 95.83%


