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How fabulous it’s been in school to see the children enjoy the warmer weather outside - a little bit of
sunshine really reminds us how lucky we are to have such a large, green and open school site.

The children in Reception couldn’t have picked a better day to enjoy their first big school trip, and
they absolutely loved their day at Kent Life! | am sure they came home yesterday with exciting news
of lambs, goats, rabbits, tractors and so much more and no doubt they slept well last night. We
were so grateful for our adult helpers who gave up their time to help support school staff in making
it such a memorable day for our children.

Also, on behalf of all the mummies, I'd like to thank our wonderful PTA for planning, buying,
wrapping and selling the lovely gifts at the ‘Mother’s Day Shop’ this week. The children love doing
their own shopping for their gifts and it is a highlight in the school calendar for us at Featherby.
Anyone who’s been exhausted by the task of Christmas wrapping will appreciate what a mammoth
job it is to wrap 650+ gifts - so thank you, PTA Team!

Have a lovely weekend and let’s hope for more sunshine to make it even better.
See you on Monday.

KM ‘My Mum’ Feature - Reception Parents

WS
Having Lovingly drawn their mummies, the Year R children’'s artwork will be in NE
the special edition of the KM Media Group next week, on 27th March. You can “
get your copy to treasure from the newsagent or supermarket and you won't ‘A‘)
want to miss it. Alternatively you can also get a digital copy of the supplement
and all pictures inside, plus My Mum and My Dad supplements from previous years.
For more information (and to get a discount by using the offer code MYMUM) go to:
www Kentonline.co.uk/subscribe/

Year 6 parents -

Featherby - Big Walk and Wheel starts next week! You need to act
now
On Monday 24th March - Friday 4th April, as a school, we are taking
part in the Sustrans Big Walk and Wheel' On each day of the two Reminder to our Year
week challenge, schools compete to see Who can get the highest 6 parents/carers you
percentage of their pupils walking, using a wWheelchair, scooting or e ol o
cycling to school. It is to promote being more active and reducing air Friday 28 March
pollution. 2025 to get your
child’'s acceptance

There are thousands of other schools that we will be competing with, om‘d refusalpforms s
we wonder Where we'll come! their of fered
The class in our school with the secondary school
highest sScore W-U. receive a = l“eeds to go to the
certificate and extra playtime! ! secondary directly).

' If you don’t get your
So let’s challenge ourselves to acZeptomce fgormz n,

ditch the car and walk to school - ..- then your child’s
(or park further away and walk . offered place is at
the last bit to school)' risk.



http://www.kentonline.co.uk/subscribe/

25th March
26th March
28th March @ 2.15pm
1st April
2nd April
2nd April (afternoon)
3rd April
Uth April
22nd April
23rd April @ 9am
Sth May
12th - 15th May
12th May
13th May
14th May
15th May
19th May
22nd May
23rd May
23rd May
2nd June
3rd Jdune
3rd June @ Spm
Sth June
9th-13th June
11th June
12th June
11th - 13th June
18th June
19th June
20th June
2nd July
3rd July
9th - 11th July
10th July
14th July (pm)
15th July (am)
15th July
16th - 18th July
17th July (evening)
21st July am
22nd July @ 1.30pm

23rd July to 27th August

28th & 29th August

1st, 2nd & 3rd September
Uth September

16th & 17th September

School Events

Events in Red = Events When parents in certain year groups come in to join us (dates for your diary)
Events in Blue = Events happening in school for the children, that doesn’t involve parents coming in
As We add new dates each week we'll flag it up to you So you spot any new dates/events

Spring Parents Evening Day 1
Spring Parents Evening Day 2
Year S - Celebration Assembly for parents
Sibling photo day
World Autism Day (wear blue)
Year 1 Big Outcome
Year R Hearing checks with Medway Community Health Nursing Team (in school)
Last Day of Term 4
1st Day of Term S
MCH Workshop for parents on Emotional Wellbeing
Bank Holiday
Year 6 SATS tests
English grammar, punctuation and spelling papers 1 and 2
English reading paper
Maths papers 1 and 2
Maths paper 3
Year 4 Trip
Sports Day for Year 1 to Year 6
Back up Sports Day for Year 1 to Year 6 (in case Weather on 22nd is poor)
Last Day of Term S
1st Day of Term 6 for pupils
Year 2 Trip
Year S Parent/Carer Info meeting about 11+ tests
Discos for Reception, Year 1 and Year 2
Healthy Eating Week
Sports Day for Reception
Back up Sports Day for Reception (if wWeather on 11th is poor)
PTA Father’s Day Sale (for children to buy their gifts)
Sports Day for Nursery
Back up Sports Day for Reception Nursery (if weather on 18th is poor)
Summer Fair 3.30pm-6pm
Year 1 Trip
Disco for Year S and Year 6
Residential Trip for Year 6s / Fun days for Year 6s
Disco for Year 3 and Year 4
Year 2 Celebration Assembly (celebrating becoming ‘junior’ pupils)
Year 6 Leavers' Production - Performance for Parents (Show No.1)
Year 6 Leavers Festival 2pm - 6pm
Transition Days (When pupils spend time in their new classrooms with new teachers
Year 6 Leavers' Production - Performance for Parents (Show No.2)
Year 6 Leavers' Celebration Ceremony
School closes at 1.30pm for all pupils on the last Day of Term 6

Summer Holidays

Staff Development Days (school closed to pupils)

Parent/Teacher/Child Meetings - Home visits

1st day back in school for pupils

Medway 11+ Tests in school (for Year 6 children registered to take the test)



https://twitter.com/featherbyinfjnr/status/1681655194558373893/photo/1

Slight change to next year’'s term dates

We'Ve hqd to mqke a ti'\y Featherby Schools Term Dales 2025/24
tweak to next year's term
dates and changed one of the
dates for the staff

Transition meetings with ol pupils with new Monday 15t September 2025

development days. closs teachers, porents & children Tuesday Znd September 2005
Wednesday Ird Seplember 2025

We PreViO\lSl.Y said there 15t day of term for pupils Thursday dih September 2025
would be a staff development
day on Monday 1st June but
that's been removed and
;“steqd we hGVe a Stﬂff 15t day of term for pupils Monday 3rd November 2025
development dqy on Friday Lost cay of tam for pupis Fricday 17th Dacambear 2025 @ 1.30pm

20th March 2026. Monday 22nd December 2025 fo Figay 2nd January 2026

Staff Deveiopment Days Thursday 25th August 2025
[school closed)] Fricday 2¢th August 2025

Lost gay of term for pupls Friday 17th Cctober 2025

Monday 20th October - Friday 31st October 2025

The website shows the 15t day of term for pupils Monday Sth Jonuary 2024
new revised dates for your
reference but let’'s share

the new schedule with you il bt i e il o
here.‘ ) 15t day of term for pupils Monday 23rd February 2024

Lost day of term for pupis Friday 13th February 2026

Staff Development Day (school closed 1o Fricay 20th March 20248
pupis)

Lost cay of term for pupls Thursday 2nd Apeil 2024

Friday 3rd Apri - Friday 17th April 2025

15t day of term for pupils Monday 20th Apsil 2024

May Bank Holiday [school closed) Monday 4th May 2024

Lot day of term for pupils Friciay 22nd May 2024

Monday 25th May - Friday 291h Moy 2025

15t day of term for pupils Monday 15t June 2024

Lost day of termn for pupis Tussday 215t July 2025 @ 1.30pm

Goodbye and Thank You, Mrs Bunting

Mrs Bunting leaves us at the end of term and we wish her the very
best for the next chapter in her teaching career. Although she's only
been with us for a year, she has played a pivotal role in supporting the
children in Aslan class to take the big step to becoming ‘junior’ children
and wWe are grateful for her hard work and commitment to the
children.

Welcome to Aslan class, Mr Colbran

Picking up the reins of Aslan class, we are delighted to welcome

an experienced teacher joining the team and Mr Colbran is 100RILILL M

excited to get to know the children in Aslan.

As he already has classroom responsibilities in another school he  \Welcome To The
will start to visit the school to spend time getting to know ‘

the children in Aslan in the coming days. He is also hoping to !
join us for parents evening too So he can start to meet Aslan " M m g
parents. @ \

| Know you will welcome him to the Featherby Family.
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SEND Spotlight - Working Memory

What is working memory?

Working memory is the ability to use lots of pieces of information you have received at once. For
example, remembering a set of directions you have been given, or a list of simple instructions to
follow before Leaving the house for school in the morning.

Sometimes a child with SEND will need support with their working memory.
Ways to support a child's working memory:

+ Create a story - make the list of instructions or items to remember into a story to help
visualise and recall each part.

o ChurK it - piece small pieces together into larger pieces. For example, if needing to remember
a 3 digits, rather than recalling '1,2,3' chunk the information together into 'one hundred and
twenty-three'

« Use colours - writing things in different colours, or displaying them on dif ferent colour paper
helps us to remember them.

Ways a child can improve their working memory:

o Create a picture - When listening to verbal information, you can turn this into visual
information by creating a picture in your mind.

« Use your own words - record ideas that you hear or read into your own words to help you
remember them better.

+ Use repetition - repeat the same information over and over again by saying it out loud,
writing or typing it over and over again.

« Number it - if you need to follow a list of S instructions, give each one a number then repeat
each one out loud as you set of f to follow the instructions, pointing to a different finger on
your hand as you do So.

Improving working memory Will support all children to recall key facts
including spellings, maths facts and support their independence When

following instructions at school and at home.

Mrs Reynolds

Children taoke their cues from your behaviour

Reminder to all our parents to treat other adults with respect and Kindness, particularly on

school site and in front of children. |t is ok to be frustrated, or even angry, with the behaviour
of other adults - what is not ok is to allow that frustration to result in shouting and aggressive
language on school premises and in front of the children at our school. Children watch how we
behave so let's always be mindful of Little eyes and ears, and wWhat they see and hear.

Thank you for your support.




News from the Family Liaison Officer
Future events With the FLO and external agencies.

Many families experience concerns around Emotional Wellbeing, this often includes anxiety, separation

anxiety, Low moods, stress, anger and Low self confidence. | have been working with the wonderful MCH
- Medway Community Health’s Emotional Wellbeing team, to of fer a workshop in school for our families
to learn more about Emotional Wellbeing and how We can support our children with this very important
topic. | am very pleased to share that | have now booked this workshop for the 23rd April 2025 at 9om
in the infants hall, the MCH team will offer time at the end of the workshop for questions and will be

available after for a chat if you Would Llike to discuss further support.
There will be refreshments available so come along have a cuppa and a biscuit, all MOH
are Welcome and there is no need to book a space just turn up. | Will Look forward to seeing you there.

Local Events - Low cost or Free : !
Spotlight

rm on Services
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Help us shape Medway's
future and what
matters most to children
LITTLE VOICES MUSICAL ) and young people up to

THEATRE WORKSHOPS . 25 years old.

Please see the following
links for more
information about Child
Friendly Medway and
the events they run.

https://www.medway.gov
MK/childfriendly

https://www.facebook.co
m/ChildFriendlymMedway/
2locale=en_GB



https://www.medway.gov.uk/childfriendly
https://www.medway.gov.uk/childfriendly
https://www.facebook.com/ChildFriendlyMedway/?locale=en_GB
https://www.facebook.com/ChildFriendlyMedway/?locale=en_GB
https://www.facebook.com/ChildFriendlyMedway/?locale=en_GB
https://eequ.org/book/little-voices-musical-theatre-workshops-with-little-voices-west-kent-13236

Whatsapp Groups - Is it suitable for children?

Whatsapp, Which is a common feature of our everyday lives but children can come to harm
because they're not ready to use it appropriately. One of the frequent parental complaints
and concerns comes from the messages that children send to each other because they don’t
yet fully understand the -mpbcqt‘ons of What they are saying to one another and how their
words can wWound. Because they can’t see the child that they are being unkmd to, Lleaving out
or making disparaging comments about, they feel it's ok to say things

online that they would never say out loud to classmates. There is a

reason Whatsapp's age Limit is 13 years old so please support your child

to make the right choices online. NSPCC have a useful guide about the

risks of Whatsapp, so please be in the Know about cyberbullying: NSPCC

Year 5 - Souper Soup MaKers

This week we sent home a google form to ask Year S parents for consent for the children to
taste their soup recipes. If you've not already completed it, please do so via:
https://forms.gle/FzcArhVEZSmfZ6h16

Bumps and scrapes - Keeping you informed

Although we all kKnow grazed knees and Little bumps and knocks are inevitable, as

children run, play and explore we always want to improve how we communicate that

with parents. Therefore we aim to send you a message if your child needs a little first-aid at
school, so please Keep an eye on your inbox. These messages aren’t anything to Worry about,
it's just our way of making sure you Know to give a Little TLC When you pick up at the end of
the day, to take the plaster of f those scraped knees and ensure your child has a proper
wash/bath to ensure it's nice and clean. Please be rest assured we would always call you if
we felt you were needed to come and take a look or if your child’s accident was more serious.

Year 6 Leavers' Hoodies Consent

Reminder to our Year 6 parents to ensure the ‘Leavers Hoodies' features their child along with
their classmates by giving consent for their name to appear on the back.
Please click to give your consent: Consent_Hoodie_Name

Message from the Admin Team: Attendance - Have your say about the

Unauthorised Marks on MCAS provision of childcare in the
Medway Area...

We are still receiving phone calls from parents before midday,

concerned that their child has received an unauthorised MEDWAY COUNCIL
attendance mark for that morning. When you log on in the CHILDCARE PARENT SURVEY
mornings and it says “unauthorised" - this isn't us saying we HAVE YOUR SAY
don't authorise it, what it means is that the system defaults ’

to say “unauthorised" unmtil we've actually changed it +to
authorised.

Please rest assured that, if you have provided us Wwith a
reason for absence, your child will receive the correct mark.
Attendance coding can take some time so please bear with us.
Please check back after lunchtime if you are still concerned
your child has been given the incorrect attendance mark. The
same applies for the afternoon registration mark, please check Please scan
the app the next day if you have a concern about how the the QR code to

afternoon has been coded. ~ 7 . S RIRters
. parent survey

Thank you for your patience and understanding. BN



https://forms.gle/FzcArhVFz5mf76h16
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/online-safety-blog/2023-01-12-is-whatsapp-safe-for-my-child/
https://forms.gle/pwKkjv12ticZkNz98

Ronme W  Aslan

Jozeph H-G  Centaur
Olver K Griffin

Fevi Arive  Cloudjumper
Anizah T Stormfly

Phoehe W Toothless

Jai H-C Grvffindor

Hufflepuff

Ravenclaw

Baghsera

Moweli

Ava-Wae M Shere Khan

The whole Clazz | Yellow

Special Mentions

For showing resilience during guided reading thiz week. Fonnie was very brave and chose to read and act 2 poem to the
whole class on hiz own. He should feel very proud of himzelf!

For showing amazing effert in all lessons and working incredibly hard to produce writing in Literacy lessons. Keep up
all your effort Jozeph - well done!

For making good decisions this week and for trying his best to impress me! Keep it up Oliver!
For her improved commitment to her leaming. She haz shown great growth in her writing and ensuring her handwriting

For really great effort in her writing thiz week. Well done Anisah!

With improved focus across all lessons, Phoebe has truly excelled this week. She performed at her full potential during
her azzezzments and alzo wrote a fantastie letter in Englizh. Well done Phoebe—Lkeep up the great work!

For an improved effort in his leaming. It is great to see vou being more proactive in sharing ideas and responding to
questions in class discussions. Well done!

For being an absolute pleasure to teach. She always displays excellent learning behaviours and iz a kind and considerate
member of the class. She has made outstanding progress this academic year and should feel really proud of what she
haz achieved!

For consistently working hard and producing an excellent standard of work. He is an excellent role model and is very ™
reflective in hiz leaming. EKeep it up Lucas.

For consistently working hard and continually trving to improve. He has a great work ethic, has a great sense of humour
and is a pleasure to teach.

For approaching every tazk with the willingness te give 100% no matter how difficult he finds it. Efe alwayz has a
zmile on his face and is a cheeloy and chirpy member of Mowgli. An absolute delight to have in the classroom!

For demenstrating a determination in her learmning to succeed! Ava-Mae haz demonstrated in the recent azsessments that
focus, hard-work and resilience pays off as she haz made fantastic progress! She listens to the advice given by adults
and peers, and applies this to do the best she can with wonderful results! T am so proud of vou Ava-Mae! Keep it up!

For excellent behaviour and listening to the adults all day. We are so proud of yvou Yellow Class.
For trying really hard to sit beautifully on the carpet this week. Lenny is also a super helper during tidy up time and

Lenmy Turquoize | shows great teamwork Keep it up Lenny - Well done!

Stanley Gold
Branden Emerald

Red cla=z Red

The whole of
Orange Class Orange

Teddy Randall

For hiz amazing attitude towards his learning this week! Stanley has produced some fabulous writing and really tried
his best, keep it up superstar!

For trying really hard on his independence this week. Well done Branden.

workshops. Well done, keep it up Fed class!

For being superstars on our school trip, demonstrating excellent enthusiasm and listening skills. They were fantastic
role models for our school and upheld the value of unity. We are so proud of our Orange Class family!

For always making the right cheice and working really hard in his letter writing this week! Great job Teddy!

For working extremely hard in all areas of his learning. He 13 a delight to teach and I'm incredibly proud of the great
progress he has made especially with hiz writing. Superstar!

_ Timeg Tables RockStar
Class of the week

. Cloudjumper

We have a new weekly champion class, after three
weeks on the top spot Griffin have finally been beaten

this week!

Who will be
next week's
champion class?




