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Special ‘Grandparents Day’ in Reception

In year R, we are currently learning about growing up and life a 'long time ago'. 

To celebrate our learning, we would like to invite grandparents (or older relative?

perhaps aunties or uncles if grandparents aren’t available to come in) for a stay and

play session and have the chance to enjoy some of our continuous provision learning

activities with their grandchildren/nephews/nieces (for once this isn’t one for mummies

and daddies to come in). 

The sessions will take place on Monday 29th and Wednesday 31st January - and there

will be the option to sign up nanny or grandad (just one person please) for either a

morning session 9:35am to 10am, or an afternoon session 2:15pm to 2:45pm on those two

days. When our special guests arrive they will be shown to your child’s classroom and

will have the opportunity to explore the outdoor learning area, engage with tuff trays

fun, or simply read a story in our cosy reading corners. The Year R team is looking

forward to welcoming our special guests in to school to share the children’s fantastic
learning journey. 

Numbers on each of the four sessions will be limited so there’s plenty of space for our
grandparents to enjoy their visit so speak to those older relatives and sign them up for

our special event: Grandparents’_Day_Sign Up

Sharing experiences with the children?
Additionally, are there any grandparents out there who might volunteer to come in to

talk to the children about their childhood, please? We would love to invite them in to

EYFS and hear about what life was like growing up. Contact Mrs Barraclough in the

school office to discuss.

Another busy week at Featherby, with adults starting to come in to share
phonics and reading sessions with their children. Reading underpins
everything we do in school and to have you in to share that with your
children reinforces that message to the children.
We are also excited to be invited the next generation in to Reception, with
our ‘Grandparents Day’ later this month - we believe it takes a village to
raise a child and that is never more evident post-covid, when we all
missed those extended family bonds during the pandemic.  The Year R
team can’t wait to meet those grannies and grandads that the children
often talk about so fondly (normally because they spoil them like all good
grandparents!) and share the children’s learning with them.
Stay safe (and warm) and we will see you all on Monday!

https://forms.gle/dr77uDtYyXxETPLC8


Reception phonics - parent sessions

Year 6 Reading - parent sessions

Parent SEND Coffee drop-in  2pm in Infant Hall

Year 3 Reading - parent sessions

Reception Grandparents Day (morning & afternoon sessions) - see page 1

Year 5 Reading - parent sessions

Year 4 Reading - parent sessions

Year 6 - Nursing team visit for height & weight checks

Year 1 Big Outcome (parents to come along) - afternoon

Last day o﻿f Term 3

First day of Term 4

Year 2 Reading - parent sessions

World Book Day (children and staff dress up as book characters)

Parents Evening (day 1) - Whole School

Parents Evening (day 2) - Whole School

Red Nose Day (wear red to school)

Year 1 Eid Celebration for parents to come along - afternoon

Last day of Term 4

First day of Term 5

Bank Holiday

Reception - Big Outcome (parents to come along) - afternoon

KS1/KS2 Sports Day (including parent picnic with the children)

Reserve date KS1/KS2 Sports Day (in case of poor weather on 21st) 

Last day of Term 5

22nd & 23rd January

{17th) 24th & 31st Jan

24th Jan

25th, 26th & 29th Jan

29th & 31st Jan

30th Jan, 7th & 20th Feb

1st, 2nd & 7th Feb

6th February 2024

6th February 2024

9th February 2024

19th February

26th, 27th & 29th Feb

7th March 2024

12th March 2024

14th March 2024

15th March 2024

26th March 2024

28th March 2024

15th April 2024

6th May 2024

17th May 2024

21st May 2024

(23rd May 2024)

24th May 2024

School Events
Events in Red = Events when parents in certain year groups come in to join us (dates for your diary)

Events in Blue = Events happening in school for the children, that doesn’t involve parents coming in

As we add new dates each week we’ll flag it up to you so you spot any new dates/events

3rd June 2024

5th June 2024 

(7th June 2024)

28th June 2024

4th July 2024

8th July 2024

24th July 2024

First day of Term 6 

Reception Sports Day - morning, followed by parent picnic)

Reserve date for Reception Sports Day (in case of poor weather on 5th)

Summer Fair (4pm-6pm)

Year 6 -  Medway Secondary Schools Transition Day

Nursery Sports Day (10am or 1.30pm - depending on when 

your child attends)

Last day of Term 6

https://twitter.com/featherbyinfjnr/status/1681655194558373893/photo/1


No bananas in Nursery please!

Please can we ask that parents do not put bananas in our nursery children’s lunchboxes.

This is because we have a serious allergy in nursery and we want to

keep everyone safe.  So  keep those yummy bananas for when they are 

at home instead and help us to ensure everyone is safe in school. 

Thank you for your support

Reading at home is critical to learning

There is no more important activity for preparing your child to succeed as a reader than reading

aloud together, and it’s no secret that activities at home complement and are an important

supplement to the classroom. Although the life of a parent is often hectic, we are asking you to

try and read with your child at least once a day at a regularly scheduled time. But don’t be
discouraged if you skip a day or don’t always keep to your schedule. Just read to your child as

often as you possibly can.

Taking the time to read with your children on a regular basis sends an important message:

Reading is worthwhile. Even after children learn to read by themselves, it’s still important for

you to read aloud together. By reading and sharing either stories that are on their interest level

or nonfiction, you can stretch young readers’ understanding, develop their vocabulary and
motivate them to improve their skills, whilst enjoying some time together. 

We’re so proud of you, Brandon!

One of our fantastic children in Stormfly gave a presentation to his class to increase the

children’s understanding and 
awareness of stuttering 

and stammering. 

The children listened 

well and were able 

to ask questions afterwards

and he was supported by 

our speech and 

language specialist.

What a fantastic ambassador 

you are!

SEND - Coffee Drop In session
Next Wednesday, 24th January at 2pm we are hosting a coffee drop-in session 

at the infant building - an opportunity for our SEND parents to network, grab 

a coffee and to meet our new SENDCo, Mrs Reynolds too!  See you then!

https://twitter.com/featherbyinfjnr/status/1681655194558373893/photo/1


Goodbye Miss Lawrence and thank you

This week we sadly say goodbye and good luck to Miss Lawrence, one of our teaching assistants
in Reception, as she moves on to new challenges.

We thank her for the last year and a half of supporting 
and nurturing our young learners and wish her every 
success in her new role.

Leavers Hoodies - Year 6

It’s that time again when we start to look at the design of the leavers hoodies so we ask you

to let us know if you are happy for your child’s name 

(first name only) to be on the back of the leavers hoodies, 

with all their classmates.  You can decide if you want to 

purchase one later (we’ll let you know when they’re ready 
to order) but for now we just need your permission to 

include your child’s first 
name so it can start to be designed.

Please complete this asap to let us know:

https://forms.gle/5dyqfCFXXHWmPivr6

Lost property - Name everything!

This week we’ve had several conversations with frustrated parents, with their children having

mislaid items of clothing (hats, gloves, school jumpers etc).  We cannot stress enough the

importance of ensuring your child’s items are named, as that’s the only sure way we can help

return those items to their rightful owner.  There are over 650 children walking the corridors at

Featherby - that’s 650 hats and 1300 gloves on any given day that could drop out of coat pockets 
- so help us help you by naming everything!

Infant Gates 
Just to reiterate the gates close at 8.55am in the mornings (and 3.30pm in the afternoons for

Allington gates and 3.40pm for Chilham gates). If our infant parents would like to drop off at the

classroom doors/speak to the class teachers, please ensure you come in before 8.50am in the

mornings (to give you time to do that and still exit for 8.55am). If you arrive after 8.50am we will

ask you to leave your child with us at the steps and exit.

Thank you for your support

https://forms.gle/5dyqfCFXXHWmPivr6


Special MentionsSpecial Mentions  

Lunchtime Golden Ticket AwardsLunchtime Golden Ticket Awards

Elsie P – ToothlessElsie P – Toothless
Arthur D – RavenclawArthur D – Ravenclaw

Alex S – StormflyAlex S – Stormfly
Zara - GoldZara - Gold
Jaya - PurpleJaya - Purple

Aidan-James - BlueAidan-James - Blue

Attendance WinnersAttendance Winners

InfantsInfants

Blue - 98%Blue - 98%

JuniorsJuniors

Mowgli - 99.67%Mowgli - 99.67%


