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One of things we’ve been working on during the holidays and are continuing to develop, is a whole
school plan of all school events. We recognise that our families are busy, many are having to take on
extra hours to cover the bills, and we know that we need to give you as much notice as possible. You’ll
notice the flyer has a slightly different layout and that is because the diary dates is just too big to fit on
the front page now! You’ll see on page 2 (which will be there every week) a list of school events for the
year. This will grow over the coming weeks (and we will flag up a new date as we add it) as this year we
want parents to know what days to book off work (or to arrange for grandparents to come along). Our
new parents may not know, but at Featherby we’re all about sharing learning with you, inviting you in
for workshops, reading sessions and Big Outcomes. What are ‘Big Outcomes’? They are opportunities
for the children to show parents, with interactive activities, what they have been learning. So, for
example, previous Big Outcomes have including ‘Out of Africa’ when Year 1 invited parents in to print
African art on t-shirts, taste traditional foods and try African drumming workshops. Another example
has been a Big Outcome on Ancient Greeks, when parents came in to make and sample Greek Salads,
make shields and compete in a mini-olympics with their children. They are dates not to be missed and
we’re in for a brilliant year together as a Featherby Family!

Everywhere you look this

[ week, every classroom,
k intervention space and
* outside space, the

excitement of the
children for their
learning has been
infectious this week. As
I’ve popped into classes,
the children have been

so pleased with their work and keen to share their achievements. If | could, I’d spend all day in the
classrooms, watching the children make leaps in their understanding, balancing on a
little chair!

This year, each year group will lead on a specific cultural or religious festival, they will Llearn
about it and invite you in to Share in that. |t might be Christmas nativity, or perhaps Harvest
Festival or Diwali. They will put on a showcase of their learning and celebrate with you and
share traditional foods they have learned about and prepared for you.

Nursery will Lead on Christmas and Chinese New Year Year 3 will Lead Diwali

Reception Will lead on Christmas and Chinese New Year Year 4 will lead on Baisakhi

Year 1 will Lead on Eid Year 5 will lead on Eid

Year 2 will lLead on Harvest Festival Year 6 will show their maturity in

leading on Remembrance
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School Events

Events in Red = Events When parents in certain year groups come in to join us (dates for your diary)
Events in Blue = Events happening in school for the children, that doesn’t involve parents coming in
As We add new dates each week we'll flag it up to you So you Spot any new dates/events

21st September

28th September

11th October
17th October
18th October
19th October
20th October
6th November
9th November
10th November
14th November
15th November
16th November
17th November
21st November
22nd November
23rd November
8th December
13th December
19th December
20th December
22nd December

Year 1 parents invited to an information meeting about phonics (Infant
Hall). Parents can come either at 9.15am or 2.30pm (Infant Hall)
Reception & Nursery parents information meeting about Tapestry - 230pm
in Infant hall

Year 1 - Interactive learning session & toy workshop

Year 4 Big Outcome - Yru4 parents come to join us for the afternoon
Year 6 Big Outcome (morning from 9.30am)

Year 2's Harvest Festival celebration for parents to join us @ 2.30pm
Last Day of Term 1

First Day of Term 2

Flu vaccines (nasal spray) with school nurses (Reception to Year 6)
Year 6 Remembrance Service - Y6 parents to join us at 2pm

Year 3 parents to join us for Diwali Celebration @ 2.15pm parents
Parents Evening (day 1) - Whole School

Parents Evening (day 2) - Whole School

Children in Need Day (children come in colourful clothing)

Nursery Story-telling session day 1, parents invited in to share Learning
Nursery Story-telling session day 2, parents invited in to share Learning
Nursery Story-telling session day 3, parents invited in to share Learning
Year 2 parents join the children for their Big Outcome (pm)

Nursery Christmas Nativity performance (parents choose am or pm)
Reception Christmas Nativity Peformance No.1 (pm)

Reception Christmas Nativity Performance No.2 (am)

Last day of Term 2

8th January 2024
6th February 2024
9th February 2024

First day of Term 3

Year 6 - Nursing team visit for height & weight checks
Last day of Term 3

19th February 2024 First day of Term u

7th March 2024
12th March 2024

World Book Day (children and staff dress up as book characters)
Parents Evening (day 1) - Whole School

14th March 2024
28th March 2024

Parents Evening (day 2) - Whole School

Last day of Term 4
There's more
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15th April 2024 First day of Term S

6th May 2024 Bank Holiday

21st May 2024 KS1/KS2 Sports Day (including parent picnic with the children)

(23rd May 202U4) Reserve date for KS1/KS2 Sports Day (in case of poor Weather on 21st)

2uth May 2024 Last day of Term S

3rd June 2024 First day of Term 6

Sth June 2024 Reception Sports Day - morning, followed by parent picnic)

(#th June 202U4) Reserve date for Reception Sports Day (in case of poor weather on Sth)

28th June 2024 Summer Fair (4pm-6pm)

8th July 2024 Nursery Sports Day (10am or 1.30pm - depending on When your child
attends)

2uth July 2024 Last day of Term 6

If that wasn't enough in the coming week or two, we'll be adding more dates to the
calendar including:
e Nursery Big Outcome - Term U4
Reception Big Outcome Term S
Year 1 Big Outcome Term 3
Year 3 Big Outcome Term S
Year S Big Outcome Term S
Nursery & Reception - Chinese New Year celebrations
Year 1 - Eid (Term 4)
Year S - Eid (Term 4)
Year 4 Baisakhi Festival (Term 4)

Year Group Termly Newsletters have been emailed home, with news of what
we'll be Learning this term, opportunities to come in and ideas on how to
support your child’'s Llearning. They will also be on the website and on your
MCAS app.

How were the Home Visits and Meet the Teacher appointments for you?

We believe that We never stop learning, and that includes learning from what works well (and

what can be improved upon) as senior leaders. We would love to hear from you, with feedback

on the teacher meetings Llast week so if you've not already done so, please share your thoughts
on it: Teacher Appointment Parent Feedback The feedback will also be shared with the trust,
along with all the other schools’ parental feedback.

The teachers found it to be incredibly useful in getting to Know the children and are already
seeing the benefits to this start to the year. We will, of course, share the ‘\//_
‘\ =

results with parents in a couple of weeks time. R TS
FEEDBACK
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Welcome back to school from the SEND team

Firstly we would like to welcome Mr Hobbs, our new SENDCo to Featherby.
Mr Hobbs will work across both the Infant and Junior schools with Mrs Edward,
Inclusion Lead.

With the children settling into new classrooms, the SEND team are busy out in classrooms
supporting teachers and teaching assistants. It is for this reason that during these first few weeks
of the term, they may take a Little longer to reply to emails or phone calls. It is always best for
you to speak to your child’'s teacher in the first instance.

In the first few days, our Learning Mentor Mrs Terry has been checking in with children to
reassure and let them know she is there to talk if they need. Mrs Terry is an Emotional Literacy
Support Assistant and she will be starting to see groups or individuals on a more regular basis as
the weeks progress.

We have welcomed Fortis Trust, an Outreach support team into Featherby to provide our staff
with even more training around supporting children with SEND. They Will be joining us for our first
coffee morning of this academic year. We'll be in touch soon with this date.

Useful websites for further information for parents and carers

SEND|AS
https.//www.family-action.org.uk/what-we-do/children-families/send/send-info/

Medway Parent and Carers Forum

httips://medwaypcf.org.uk/events/

19th September at 7pm - 8:30pm there will be a Zoom meeting with guest speakers Celia Buxton
and Aretha Banton Who Will be discussing the EHCP delays. See their Facebook Medway Parent and
Carers Forum page for the Link.

ADHD AWARENESS AUTISM AWARENESS

A WORKSHOP FOR PARENTS A WORKSHOP FOR PARENTS

Thursday 21st September Tuesday 19th September 10:00am -
10:00am - 12:80 m 12:00pm

The Academy of Woodlands in The Academy of Woodlands in
Gillingham r\ Gillingham
r;._ [ ’ w

'.-,'_,? {:l‘
el S
A74LL @

Tickets need to be booked via the below Link: Tickets can be booked via:
https.//www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/adhd- https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/autism-awareness-
awareness-and-support-strategies-tickets- workshop-tickets-700150467897?af f=oddtdtcreator
70931203032 72af f=0ddtdtcreator

In this interactive workshop we will Look at:
In this workshop we will Look at: What is autism - terminology and definitions?
What is ADHD - terminology and definitions? Indicators of autism? Assessment and diagnosis
Indicators of ADHD? Assessment and diagnosis process and Supportive strategies and resources.
process and Supporiive strategies and It's a great opportunity to meet other parents on a
resources similar journey; teas and coffees will be provided
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Get those bikes out of the shed, Cycling WeeK is commg up!

Between Monday 25th September - Friday 29th September we are
encouraging everyone to cycle to a new place. Prizes and certificates
will be up for grabs!' More information Will be available next week!
Get your helmets ready!

Please don’'t park on the paths around our school

If we block the paths by parking on there, even for a minute, we are saying that it's ok for
our children, adults pushing buggies and people in Wheelchairs to walk around our cars and into
the road. We all know that's not ok so let's remember that's the risk we're asking others to
take because of our parking on pathways. Thank you

Sports clubs will start PE Kit is ‘uniform’

late September The children have come back With crisp White shirts,
shiny shoes and smart trousers and skirts and yet we
are still seeing some children coming in for PE in
multi-coloured football shirts. Not only are the much
more expensive than our actual uniform (plain white t-
Kaeplonte alontyoarhrboxtashmors shirt available for £1-£2 in Primark or similar), it is
information wWill come out early next SRR (9 WL € Wi R S PUCES BUAT OE
— in making sure everyone is dressed appropriately.
Thank you

Our dedicated sports coach, Mr Denny,
who is With us every day teaching
class PE Llessons Will be running some
foantastic new sports clubs this term.

Where you can find information out
Did you know that most information about day to day school things can be found on your MCAS
App (everything from PE days to school menus etc) as well as on the school website. Additionally
all the weekly flyers are on the website (and we also put the most recent flyer up on your app
t00, under Important Documents. Much as we Love having a chat with parents, the app is always
a good starting point to answer those questions!

HouseKeeping of our data
So we can check that children haven’t developed any medical conditions or needs that we're not
aware of (or their medical need has stopped and we weren't aware), we will be doing some
data housekeeping. |t might be for example that your child now needs an
asthma pump in school (or has grown out of needing one). We Will be sending
out a digital form in the coming days, asking you to Let us know of current medical
needs - so if you could complete that for us we would be very grateful.

We are noticing an increase in parents asking to speak to a senior leader about classroom
behaviour issues. Please can we remind you that, in first instance, all such concerns
should go to the class teacher. Onwly if you have done so, can you then escalate your
worries to an assistant headteacher (Mr Brenton or Mrs Kramer). Mrs Pape should never
be your first option for these issues - the class teacher should always be your first
point of call. Thank you
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Special Mentions

For an outstanding start to the vear, working exceptionally hard, contributing to every lesson and demonstrating
Jessica J Aslan an amazing attitude!

Barunka H Centaur For an amazing start to Year 3 and the Tuniors. She has also produced amazing homework.
Bobby D Griffin For always being there for his friends and for working hard to do his best. Well done Bobby!

For being a great role model and for always being eager to share his brilliant ideas with the class. Well done
Alvah L Cloudjumper Alvah!

For excellent focus in all her leaming this week, listening carefully to instructions and taking pride in her work.
Islal-B Stormfly Well done Isla!

For his incredible effort throughout the week. He has shown resilience and determination in all his learning. Well
Warren M Toothless done!

For his hard work m all lessons and contributing to all class discussions. For also being an excellent role model.
Blake J Gryffindor Well done Blake!

Oliver H Hufflepuff For consistently showing all the school values. He is a great role model.

LavlaR Ravenclaw For setiling into Year 5 with confidence and resilience. Well done Layla!

Scarlett H Bagheera For a fantastic start to vear 6 - such a mature approach to her learning and a pleasure to have in the classroom.
Leon B Mowgli For a perfect start to Year 6. You have shown many of the values already! Keep it up Leon!

For excellent perseverance with her Mathematics work to achieve the objective- a great role model on how to
Rebecca G Shere Khan work hard and never give up to reach a goal!

Bella-Rose Purple For being a superstar when supporting her peers.
Tide Blue For always putting his hand up and showing enthusiasm in his learning!
Mia Turgquoise For being a kind and caring friend to evervone in Turquoise Class!

For his incredible effort throughout this week, demonstrating excellent resilience and determination to complete
Khizar Z Gold all of hiz work and be the best he can be. Well done Khizar, keep this up superstar!

For being an enthusiastic member of Emerald Class and always taking an active part in class discussions, sharing
Kacper Emerald his thoughts and ideas with others!

For always showing a positive attitude towards his learning and contributing well to all class discussions, George,
George M Silver vou are a true role model!

Jett T Reception For being an amazing role model this week and taking great responsibility with the rules and routinss of the day.

EvieT Reception For being a great role model, sitting beautifully on the carpet and displaying excellent listening skills during input time.
LylaN Nursery For settling into Nursery well and enjoying lots of creative activities.

Henry H Nursery For coming inte Nursery well, sharing and caring for others.

Lunchtime Golden Ticket Awards

Harriet-Rose - Gold
Neive - Emerald
Brendan - Turquoise
Layla - Toothless
Ernest - Huf flepuff
Isla - Stormly




