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Upcoming Dates at a glance

 
Thursday 8th September @ 2.30pm in Junior
hall  -  Come and meet Mrs Pape & the
leadership Team 

Thursday 8th September @ 5.00pm in Infant
hall - Come and meet Mrs Pape & the
leadership Team 

Friday 21st October - last day of Term 1
Monday 7th November - first day of Term 2

If you are not the main parent living with your
child day to day, but would like more details
about an event please email us on: 
 admin@fpsmat.org




I have had a lovely first couple of days  this week, talking to

children about their learning, meeting families on the

playground and I have to thank the children, you and the

staff for such a warm welcome.  The children have

returned to school and it's truly heart-warming to see how

settled they already are in their new classrooms.  In

particular I am impressed with how relaxed and 'at home'

the year 3 children look already, walking around the junior

building as if they've always been there. I know that is due

to the great transition and hard work that their Year 2

teachers and their new Year 3 teachers have put in over
the last few months.  I also know that, in no small part,

that has also been down to you as parents. with your

reassuring chats and encouraging words over the summer

holidays - the children truly are a credit to you.  
Next week brings yet more 'new starters' as our Reception

children start their transition and our new Nursery

children also start their transition patterns and I can't wait

to see our youngest members of the 'Featherby Family'

join us and flourish.  
Hoping you all have a lovely weekend.

The school calendar 
won't be this quiet 

for long!



Uniform
Just a reminder that, as September and October are often still quite warm, it's fine for

the children to still wear 'summer uniform' if you so wish, until the end of Term 1. 

Summer uniform could be: blue gingham dresses; grey shorts; white polo shirts (junior

children do not have to wear a tie).

We'd also remind all parents that they don't have to buy the jumpers with the school

logo on (as they are more expensive) but a jumper/sweatshirt in royal blue is just as

smart and often half the price!

Label, Label, Label !
Whilst we're on the subject of uniforms, just a quick reminder to label everything and

to check everytime the uniform has been through the wash that the name hasn't faded!

PE Days
We've set the PE Days for Years 1 to 6 for the academic year and so, from Monday 5th September onwards,
your child should come to school wearing their PE Kit (white plain T-Shirt, black or blue sports shorts, trainers

and a blue/black/grey tracksuit over the top for warmth) instead of their usual school uniform on that day:

Year 1 = Mondays                          Year 2 = Tuesdays                        Year 3 = Thursdays

Year 4 = Wednesdays                     Year 5 = Tuesdays                         Year 6 = Mondays

You will have noticed that Year R don't yet have a dedicated 'PE Day' - we will advise parents, later in the

term, when the children have settled in. 

Thursday 8th September @ 2.30pm in the Junior Building;
Thursday 8th September @ 5.00pm in the Infant Building.

Come and Meet Us!



We would also like to invite you to an information meeting with the leadership team, so we can tell you

what’s planned for the coming year and you can ask any questions. We will be offering two meetings, so if

you’d like to come and meet us you can choose which one works better for you:  

Of course, parents are welcome to attend whichever meeting suits them best, regardless of which ‘building’

their child attends and which building the meeting is going to be in. 

We would recommend you don’t bring children with you if you can avoid it, because 
it may be a little boring for them but we understand if that’s not possible.
 

Clubs coming soon!
We are hoping to bring you news of extra-curricular clubs for the coming term next week.  Watch out in next

week's flyer!

Wrap-around:  Although our after-school club is fully committed at the moment, we do have a small number

of places in our breakfast club if parents need the extended day services.  Please contact Mrs Barraclough

for more information.

Meet the SEND Team
We would like to welcome Mrs Edward to our SEND team, who joins us a SENCO and is looking forward to

working with our children who need a little extra support.

We will be announcing shortly a 'come and meet the team' coffee morning a 
little later in the term so watch this space.

The SEND team includes Mrs Edward, Miss Thomas who many of you already know,
as well as our two learning mentors: Mrs Mackay and Mrs Terry.

We'll let you know when we have a date in the calendar.

Keeping you informed on termly learning
We know how important you are in encouraging and supporting your child's learning and so we plan to send you

a termly year group newsletter of what topics will be covered in the term, how you can widen your child's

learning, what's coming up including trips planned and classroom activities as well as 'Big Outcomes'.  By keeping

you informed you can be involved - as we all know children benefit most with a strong partnership between

home and school.  Watch this space!



Lunches in school
We hope the children have enjoyed the lunches this week and the new way of ordering their meals in the

mornings - so they always get what they fancy to eat.  We have certainly been impressed with the quality

of the lunches so far.  

Please don't forget that, if you pay for your child's lunches (nursery & junior children) your account must be

in credit and never more than showing the equivalent of two meals unpaid (payable via MCAS).

Here's a reminder of the menu if feel your child would like the lunches......



Parental Consents on the

app

Please check the parental consents

on the app - particularly our new

families and parents of children

who've moved from the infants to

the juniors.  

We don't want to overlook sharing

a photo of your child's wonderful

learning because we don't have

your consent to share it (unless you

don't want us to,. of course).  It

only takes a couple of minutes  so

make it a job for this weekend!

Junior morning routine.....
As of Monday, because the children have settled so well, we will be

encouraging the children to go into the building and up to their

classrooms when they arrive in the morning. There will still be staff

on the playground, as well as staff at the doors and of course in

the classroom to welcome them but we'd prefer they come in to

class and pick up their reading book rather than wait on the

playground.

Equally, if you are dropping off your infant child in the morning and

you have a junior child, he/she can walk across the pathway around

the field to come in instead of you walking them all the way around. 
There are staff on the junior playground to meet them.  



Calling our Featherby Family!
We know that  it's hard to turn on the news without more worrying predictions about the cost of living.  Many

of us, in and out of school, are worried about price hikes, energy price caps and that everything we buy seems

to just go up in cost, week on week.

However the 'Featherby Family', a term we started to use when our community (and the wider world) faced

the covid pandemic, isn't just words and that we are a community and will want to help each other and protect

our friends, family and neighbours.

As we go into this academic we want to be able to share ideas with you and ask you to share ideas with us (as

we haven't got all the answers) about ways that families can help themselves through this crisis.  

We'll be launching a new webpage over the next week or so, that will enable us to signpost you to advice about

what to do if you're struggling with paying your gas bill or links to charities who are providing support for

families  We would like to encourage our families running small businesses/services to 'advertise' themselves on

our webpage so that other families might like to look there first - after all, it is better that we use our

fellow Featherby families' businesses if we can, because it's not just going to be households that will feel the

pinch but small businesses too.  The webpage could even enable us to re-share ideas that you've shared with us

about how to reduce outgoings and even budget-friendly recipes.  It will be your community page so you tell us

what we need to feature.  Let's do what family do, and look out for each other.

More information to follow in the next Flyer, but for now let's share a couple of ideas with you that we've

seen.

Do you have a cupboard of uniform that your child has grown out of?

Don't throw it away. If you can't give it to another parent you know, drop it to the Street Angels Charity Shop

on King Street in Gillingham (opposite the side-entrance to Wilko) and they will stock it and give it away to any

Featherby parent who could make use of it. Equally - need more uniform?  Drop in to Street Angels and see

what they've got

Consider joining a 'Free-Sharing' App?  

Olio is an app where you can gift unwanted 
food (and other items) to people in your 
neighbourhood.  Equally, you can benefit 
from others not wanting things to go to waste. 
Take a look at how it works: by clicking on the 
link  OLIO – The #1 Free Sharing App (olioex.com)

How about putting 'Too Good to Go' 
app on your phone?

Many large companies, including Morrisons, Costa and many more engage with this platform, when you can get

meals / food for as little as 20% of the usual value as the items have a short shelf-life and often include

fruit/veg that are a bit 'wonky'.  Either way you'd be helping yourself/others and helping reduce landfill waste

to the bargain.

Foodbank / Care Packages

Don't forget we're here if you need a little helping hand just give us a call - Mrs Foreman our Family Liaison

Officer or anyone in the admin team will be happy to help.

Over to you, now.  You tell us what you think we can do to help our families?  If you've got any great ideas,

know about any schemes or resources, want to share recipes and tips  we want to hear from you. 

Email us at:   community@fpsmat.org 

Intensive swimming Lessons for Year 5 coming soon!
Learning to swim and to keep yourself safe in the water is a critical skill for children as they become more

independant.  Year 5 will be starting some intensive swimming lessons (paid for from the sports budget so no

cost to parents) and we will be writing to you soon about this (Year 6 will do it later in the academic year).  

However, for now we wanted to let you know it is coming and to advise you that
girls must wear a one-piece swimsuit (and not a bikini or tankini) and so if you see 
a bargain in the shops, consider buying it as your child will need it.  This is a safety
non-negotiable for the swimming coaches at Medway Park for children's lessons.

'Family' is all about sharing the good news too....
Mrs Matthews had her baby over the summer holidays and what a smasher 
he is, too!  Elliot Charles came in at 7.5 lb (on his due date) and both mum
and baby are thriving.  Welcome to our newest Featherby Family member!

https://olioex.com/
https://olioex.com/



