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This week Featherby had a Teaching and Learning Review, where senior leaders from other schools come 
and observe teaching, learning areas and resources in classrooms.  This ‘fresh set of eyes’ over the quality 
of the teaching in school is something all the trust schools provide one another and it is invaluable to us to 
help us learn from other schools as we all strive to be the best we can be by sharing best practice.  The 
feedback was really encouraging and the children’s excellent behaviour for learning was remarked upon.  
I am proud to call myself headteacher at Featherby every day but this week I’m just that little bit prouder!  
Well done to staff and children for showing what wonderful learning goes on here!

I’m pleased to say Milo is recovering from his op and I’m hoping to bring him back to school next week 
(he’s certainly missed all the attention).

More ideas for World Book Day costumes (as promised).........

With World Book Day coming up on Thursday 5th March, we thought we would
share a few more ideas of costumes you can make simply, with things sitting in
cupboards (so there’s no need to go to expense if you don’t wish to):

Got a blue and white or black and white stripy top?  How about adding a mask

(or even facepainting one) and becoming Burglar Bill?

Got some wings somewhere in a dressing up box?  

What about being Tinkerbell by adding a green  T-Shirt and skirt?

Or perhaps using the wings and  being Skellig by wearing dark clothes? 

How about wearing pyjamas and coming as Tom, from Tom’s Midnight Garden?

If you’ve got a pumpkin outfit from halloween, how about making it into a peach instead                       
(from James and the Giant Peach)?

World Book Day - Photo Challenge!

We’re issuing all the children with a challenge to photograph yourselves reading to others….perhaps 
you can photograph yourself reading to next door’s rabbit, or your goldfish?!  Perhaps the checkout 
assistant in the supermarket wouldn’t mind posing with you in a photo as you read to him/her?!  As 
long as you’re reading to someone or something!  The most silly and unusual the better!  Send your 
silly photos to:   worldbookday@fpsmat.org   and don’t forget to tell us who you are and what class 
you’re in and who or what you’re reading to.  We want to make some great displays of you sharing 
your love of reading.  Start sending your photos in now...we’ve got an empty inbox just waiting for 
photos to make us smile!

mailto:worldbookday@fpsmat.org
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Can we please ask for your support?

Year 5 children came to see me this week to ask if I can help them as 
they are bothered about the amount of smoking outside of the school 
gates.  I explained to them that we can’t dictate what adults do outside
of our school gates but, on their behalf, can I appeal to your better 
nature and ask you to avoid smoking or vaping outside the 
entrances/exits to the school for the wellbeing of your children and of 
other people waiting to come in and out of school.  However, I am sure
you will all agree, we would all like to protect the lungs of the children 
and families coming in and out of school.  Equally, I’m sure you’ll agree
that the children’s request is a reasonable one so please help us by stepping away from the gates if 
you wish to  smoke or vape.  Thank you for your support, on behalf of the 
children of Featherby  

Class Attendance superstars!

Last week, the class winners for attendance were Stormfly with 99.2% and Purple with
 99.6% - what superstars you are, Stormfly and Purple!

Also, congratulations to Silver, Green, Cloudjumper and Shere Khan classes - all of whom won the 
weekly punctuality award this, with all those children arriving to school on time every day!  
Remember, to miss even a few minutes of school means your child is missing out!  

Class Assemblies next week (Friday 14th Feb)

Bagheera (10.30am)                   Silver (2.45pm)                See you there!

Message from the Kent Immunisation team about the flu vaccine
 
“There is still time to get the nasal flu vaccination. Even though it's best to get 
vaccinated as soon as the flu vaccine is available, getting the vaccine later still can help protect 
against the flu virus. There are still a few months left in the flu season, so it's still a good idea to get 
vaccinated. The Kent and Medway Immunisation team is running clinics over the February half 
term, to book a clinic appointment please contact them on kchft.cyp-immunisationteam@nhs.net 
or 0300 123 5205”

Year 2 Parents - Big Outcome next week!

As you know, Year 2 adults, it’s your child’s Big Outcome next Wednesday, 12th February.  We would 
ask you to come at 1.30pm to the main entrance to sign in.  We will then escort you to your child’s 
classroom, where you’ll help your child put the finishing touches to our 17th century buildings.  We 
will then all go on to the playground where we’ll be selling the bread that our bakers have lovingly 
made for you, as we watch the Great FIre of London (Featherby!) take hold from a safe distance 
(under the watchful eye of our premises team, armed with fire extinguishers). Our exciting event 
should finish by 2.45pm, when we will ask the adults to exit the playground (whilst the team makes 
safe and clears up debris) and the children go back into class.  
We ask that there is a maximum of 2 adults per Year 2 child (because of safety and numbers in the 
classrooms.  Don’t forget to bring your pennies to buy your bread!



Corona Virus - Advice for parents/guardians from Department of Education & 
NHS

You should not be unduly worried about the possibility of your children catching the Coronavirus.  
There is no reason why your children should not continue to attend their early years, school or 
further education setting as normal.

We recognise that some families or children may be planning to travel to China during the 
forthcoming half term period. If so, please refer to the FCO’s latest travel advice on their website.

Take a look at the information below from the NHS about how to help keep yourself and others 
safe…..

As we often do at this time of year at 
Featherby, because of cough and cold 
season, we will be reminding the children 
about the importance of handwashing. 

Parking Safely
Sadly, one of our neighbours’ 
cars was damaged by 
someone who then failed to 
stop and give details
(believed to be one of our 
parents).   We are all part of 
this community and I implore you to be respectful of 
where you park - for the consideration of others and 
the safety of our children and families too. Thank you

Some staff changes…

Firstly, we would like to welcome Mrs Frain 
who has joined us as an experienced 
SEND teacher, to increase the capacity in 
the SEND team in supporting our children.  
Some of you may have already seen her  
but I am sure you will soon be meeting her 
in the coming weeks and months. 

Secondly, a little sad news now: Mrs 
McCue, who has tirelessly worked in the 
EYFS team for many years is leaving us 
next Friday to spend more time with her 
family.  She will be sadly missed by 
children and staff alike but we are very 
much hoping she may feel able to return 
to Featherby some day. 




