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Welcome back to all our families to an exciting Term 4.  

First things first, we’re all planning our World Book Day costumes - do you have yours yet?  I hope you’ve all 
found the ideas about low cost, easy to make costume ideas useful over the last few weeks.  However, 
there are a few websites below we’ve found on the internet if you’re still stuck for ideas.  We can’t wait!

Don’t forget to send in your wacky photos, showing us all the different ways you’ve read to other people or 
or to pets, statues, shopping trolleys - anything goes!  The sillier the photo the better!  Send your photos to 
our email:  worldbookday@fpsmat.org
We’re loving the photos you’ve sent in so far!

Did you see Featherby’s TV appearance?  It’s not too late to catch it…………..

https://www.itv.com/hub/this-morning/2a6292a0284

It was a great opportunity for us to showcase what wonderful children we have at Featherby and, 
although we were only allowed to bring six children (680 pupils in the studio would have been somewhat 
challenging!), those children represented all Featherby children with impeccable behaviour.
It was also heartwarming to hear from the children and the parents how proud they were of their school 
being featured on
the TV.

Milo, however, 
is behaving like 
a diva since his 
TV appearance 
and apparently 
he prefers 
Ant & Dec’s 
dressing room
to my office! 

World Book Day Costumes - Ideas on the Internet

https://skintdad.co.uk/cheap-world-book-day-costumes/

https://www.worldbookday.com/ideas/dressing-up-gallery/

https://www.walesonline.co.uk/whats-on/family-kids-news/easy-world-book-day-costumes-10976213

https://www.mumsnet.com/entertainment/world-book-day

That’s just a few - the internet is full of ideas to inspire your child to show their love of reading.
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Advance Notice - Another Polling Day on Thursday 7th May

Polling Days seem to come around with alarming frequency but, unfortunately as the school building 
is a Medway site, we must accommodate polling for the Police Commissioner on 7th May.  However, 
we’ve certainly had plenty of practice of facilitating this and still operating safely.  We’ll share more 
details closer to the time to remind you (inform our new families) of the practical arrangements.  
However, in the meantime, I can assure you we will be open as normal on polling day. 

Your child should have brought home their Reading Bingo 
Card, with 15 activities on it.  The challenge is to get 
sponsored by uncles and aunties, nannies and grandads, 
whoever is kind enough to sponsor your child for perhaps 
10p (or even 20p) for each challenge they complete. 
Then, when your child has completed some (or even all) of 
the challenges they collect up their sponsorship money 
and send it in to school.  The money raised will help us 
purchase books and resources through Usbourne Books, 
further extending the wonderful library areas in our school.

No Smoking Poster Competition

A reminder to the children to get their entries in to 
school by the end of next week for the ‘No Smoking 
Sign’ competition.  We know many of our children are 
upset by adults smoking outside the school gates and so 
we’d like to get some posters made up of their 
messages, telling those adults how the children feel.  
Therefore we’ve launched a competition for the 
children to design a poster.  The winning poster/images 
will be made up and displayed near the entrances.  

As you know there are ever increasing 
pressures on school budgets - Can you 
help us by signing up for Free School 
Meal eligibility? 

Do you know that even if your child 
doesn’t have a school meal  - we still get 
extra funding which helps all our 
children?

Please contact Mrs Barraclough in the 
school office for a confidential chat if 
you think you might be eligible or you 
can check yourself by going to:
https://www.medway.gov.uk/info/200164/sch
ool_information/354/free_school_meals

Eat them to defeat them…. We’re taking part

Partnering with Taylor Shaw, our 
caterers, we are encouraging 
healthy eating and incentivising 
children trying new vegetables 
by taking part in the Eat Them 
to Defeat Them campaign. 

So, if you see the advert on the TV, 
please remind your child about howimportant it is to 
defeat those veggies by gobbling them up!

As we saw a few flakes this week, let’s 
remind you how we inform you if the 
school has to close

● You will receive a text and an email 
● Facebook & Twitter (we’ll update 

regularly on the school Facebook 
and Twitter feeds about conditions 
in school)

● We will put it on the Kent County 
Council School Closure page

● Announcements will be made on 
local radio: Heart fm

● We’ll post the news on a pop-up 
banner on the home page of the 
school website too!

However, fingers crossed the snow doesn’t 
come!

TikTok - Please be aware of the dangers!
TikTok has a minimum age limit of 13 for a reason and a platform that means that the user no longer 
has any control on how their video is being used or shared, in the hands of a child, has obvious 
potential for harm.  We implore our parents to not allow your child to share videos on this site, for their 
own wellbeing.  They’re not ready for this yet.  Read more about on the National Online Safety 
Website:  https://nationalonlinesafety.com/guides/what-parents-need-to-know-about-tiktok
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After-School Club Parents - can we ask 
you a favour?

Can we respectfully remind parents 
that, if they are collecting their child 
from after-school club, they use the 
designated “After School Club” 
doorbell (and not the general office 
bell) please? 

After 3.30pm, staff are often trying to 
take the opportunity of some quiet 
time to work and the constant doorbell 
ringing in the office is a little distracting

Thank you for your help 

Reminder - Please don’t bring toys and teddies into school

We strongly advise that children should leave their 
precious teddies and toys at home and not bring them to 
school.  We want them to be safe from getting damaged 
or misplaced in our large and busy school so please leave 
these treasured items at home.  

Parent Survey - You Spoke, We Listened!

A significant number of parents told us, when we asked 
what needed improving at Featherby, that there was a 
lack of extra-curricular activities for children here.  On 
reflection, we couldn’t agree more.  We are working on a 
plan to increase the opportunities for children to 
experience different activities and to try new things and 
hope to come back to you very soon.  Watch this space!

Year 5 and 6 Children - Mobile Phones

Please remember that mobile phones 
should only be brought to school if 
they need it because they walk home 
(or to a meeting point) alone.  If you 
feel your child does need their phone, 
then we must ask you and your child to 
read and sign the mobile phone 
agreement, so that everyone 
understands what is expected of them. 
To bring in a mobile phone is a matter 
of trust that your child will make the 
right choices and act responsibly with 
it as we must ensure the safety and 
privacy of everyone in school.  If you 
need a consent form sent home 
please contact the school office.  

Wow - what responsive parents you are!

We were amazed that an unbelievable 50% of our parents had signed up within 6 minutes of the parents’ 
evening appointment system going live.  An hour after it was launched, 85% of you had chosen your 
appointments.  A+ for effort parents!  For any parent who has not had the chance to book, they will be 
allocated an appointment by the admin team.  We’re all looking forward to seeing you on the 10th or 11th 
March for your appointment.  We’ll have the kettle on! 

Remember those coats!

We are very lucky to have such an enormous
outside space at Featherby but, that often 
means, when the wind is blowing it feels 
particularly cold because it’s so ‘open’.  So please ensure 
your child has their coat (hat and gloves too) to ensure 
they’re warm and can fully enjoy playtimes.

Abuse of staff

Sadly I find I must again remind our parents that abuse of 
staff will not, under any circumstances, be tolerated.  Staff 
are here to help and, however upset you are or emotive 
the issue you wish to discuss with any member of our 
team, aggressive language is not acceptable.

Thank you for your support Year 1 Parents - It’s the big school trip 
next Friday

Have you paid for that part of your 
annual activities and trips charge yet?  
If you need help - call the office


