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Well, that was a term to remember! Firstly, | am sure you will join me in thanking all the staff for what has
been a fantastic term. Every member of staff has been fundamental in making our parents’ evenings, Big
Outcomes, craft workshops, carol services and nativity plays run smoothly. Our classroom staff have

worked so hard in planning all the activities but we shouldn’t forget our unsung/unseen heroes who ensure
that the ribbons and glitter are ordered in fime and particularly those who have to put up stage sets and
chairs (and have to clear up all that glitter!l) so | would personally like to thank every single staff member

for their hard work this term. - | o

We had the last of our Christmas events this week, with Year 2's Christingle
workshop and performance and the KS2 pupils singing carols to their adults
too. We also enjoyed fun Christmas class parties this week and the children are
now suitably excited for the Christmas period!

However, as | write this would like to share with you something that resonates
aft this time of year......

As we all rush around attempting to make this the most fabulous Christmas
ever, choosing those special gifts and stressing over turkeys and puddings,
the most important thing is ‘family’. When the children return to school in the new year, it is not the list of
presents they got that excites them when they tell us about what they did over the holidays - it's the fime
they spend with you. They get a glint in their eye as they tell us about the day the whole family had a PJ
day and sat watching silly films on the TV, or the day that aunties and uncles came round and you all
played board games as a family or the day you all made mince pies together and got covered inicing
sugar. These are the lasting memories that stay with the children, long after the wrapping paper has been
put in black sacks, and these are the easiest gifts you can give your child - time with you.

The pressure to achieve that (unrealistic) ‘social media’ example of a perfect Christmas is too much for
many of us and, if | could wish anything for you all, it is to be a little kinder to yourself and not worry so much
about it. Mental health is important at any tfime of year but it's often the one aspect of our health we
neglect at this time of year and so | would urge all our families to look after yourself and take a look at
https://www.mind.org.uk/ for some useful tips on how to look after yourself at Christmas or the Samaritans are
always available on 01634 730981.

On behalf of everyone at Featherby, including Milo, | wish you a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
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Remember the first day back for pupils isTuesday 7th January 2020



https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/tips-for-everyday-living/christmas-and-mental-health/#.Xftgt2T7Tcs
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Let’s start the New Year the way we mean to carry on...

Let’'s make sure that when we come back to school we're smart in our proper uniform and ready for
2020. Casey'’s are open over the Christmas period so you can arrange to get those replacement ties
etc but we'd suggest you call them on 0208 8508645 or 07388 523387 and arrange to top up your
child’s uniform. The full list of uniform is on the school welbsite but please ensure your child also has
their PE kit available too (plain white T-Shirt please, not coloured T-Shirts).  Also children should not be
wearing nail varnish to school so please ensure if your child paints their nails at weekends, it is
removed on a Sunday night.

Please do not send your child in with toys, trading cards etc as they can often be misplaced during
the school day and can sometimes be the cause of disagreements. There are plenty of activities
available to children during playtime and lunchtime so there’s no need to send them in with these
toys.

Lastly, if your child receives lovely new pens, pencils and pencil cases etc from Father Christmas,
please keep them at home for home-learning and do not send them into school. We provide them
with everything they need to do their work in the classroom.

Year 6 Big Outcome

Year 6 amazed us all with their learning this term and shared their
creative work with their adults as they explained the parallels
between George Orwell’'s Animal Farm and the Russian revolution.
Well done, Year 6 - we were so impressed with your in depth
knowledge and understanding.
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Look what you did, Featherby!

Not only did you send a similar amount of food, gifts and practical items to the Gillingham Street
Angels, you also gave the lion-share of goodies to the Twydall Community Project (photo below).
Because of your overwhelming generosity, the Twydall group wanted to give hampers to Featherby
families and so five families, chosen at random by an identifying number, will receive a hamper of
goodies to help them along with their family Christmas.

Isn't that what this season is all aboute The giving of gifts, quality time with family and Good Will. 1t’s
nice to know that, through the generosity of parents, children and staff at Featherby, some of our
own have benefitted as well as the wider community. |, for one, couldn’t be prouder of you
all....thank you

Some sad goodbyes and a joyful welcome..... Just a reminder that no
Today we said goodbye to Mrs Tidy and Mrs Saunders, both of whom child (nor adult) should be
have given many years of commitment to the children of Featherby riding or scooting their

(as a TA and as a MDMS respectively.. We wish them every success bikes or scooters on the

in their future endeavours. We also extend a warm welcome to Mrs school site - for the safety
Wynne who joins the Nursery as an Early Years Practitioner. of everyone. Thank you.

Make your New Year's Resolution to follow us on Twitter, check the school website
and ensure that you don’t miss a thing! The admin team are always happy to help twittery
you if you need it

Lastly, please follow the link on the covering email that's been sent to you to let us know what your
child will be doing for lunches in Term 3. Will they be school meals or home-packed lunches?
Knowing in advance helps the catering team get prepared each term. Thank you



