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Firstly, | wanted to say a huge ‘Thank you and well done’ to our Year 3 children who last Friday went to
London to visit the British Museum. Year 3 children: you acted with maturity and were very sensible and
made your teachers very proud of you. | understand there were lots of “best day ever” and "“that was so
great” when the children got off the coach - which is a reflection of the Year 3 teaching staff and the
wider team who made the trip such a success.

Secondly, forgive me tor boasting but | wanted to let you know that both schools have been recognised
and awarded High Standards of Health and Safety Management. Over the last year or so there has been
great deal of work done behind the scenes to ensure that our infrastructure, resources, policies and
practices are of such a high standard and | would like to thank the staff for making Featherby the safe
place we knew it could be and in particular our Premises Team for their commitment to this. We're proud
(and hope you are too)!

Lastly, | would remind all our families that absences during the month of May must be avoided because of
assessments and testing sessions with the children will be done during that time and Year 2 will have their
statutory assessments during May and also Year 1 will have their phonics assessments during early June.
However, | would stress that during the week of Monday 11th May to Thursday 14th May - every Year 6
child should attend every day because their SATs assessments are done on these days across the country.
Absolutely no absences for Year 6 children during that time, please. Please remember that SATs tests are
not only a DfE requirement, they are used as a progress measure in secondary schools to ensure children
make adequate progress, in line with their Year 6 exit point. They are essential to assist a child’s transition to
Year 7, as secondary schools rely on KS2 SATs to put children in the most appropriate class and set groups.

However, | can now confirm the SATs test dates for the following two years (affecting our current Year 5
and Year 4 children) and so, with such a long notice period of dates to avoid, there should be no child
missing SATs dates because of avoidable absences/holidays, I'm sure you'll agree.

Therefore, our Year 5 families must avoid absences between: Mon 9th May to Thurs 13th May 2021

And our Year 4 families must avoid absences between: Mon 8th May to Thurs 12th May 2022

Thank you for your support
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As the weather forecasts talk of it getting colder, I'd like to remind you (and to inform our new parents)
about how we will let you know if the school is affected if we get snow. So, if we ever needed to close
the school, parents will be informed in the following ways:

e You willreceive a text and an email (which is why it's important to let us know if you change
mobile numbers/email addresses!)

e Facebook & Twitter (we'll update regularly on the school Facebook and Twitter feeds about
conditions in school) ,
We will put it on the Kent County Council School Closure page :5?;*
Announcements will be made on local radio: Heart fm -
We'll post the news on a pop-up banner on the home page of the school welbsite too!
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With all these options, there shouldn’t be anyone who doesn’t get the news! We'd ask parents not to
ring in to check (as staff may be in school and may need the phone lines kept free) but instead to

check via the above methods. Fingers crossed all this proves unnecessary and we don't have a ‘white’
Winter!
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Year R lunches with your child

Next week we're looking forward to welcoming our Year R parents in to join their child for a
school-cooked lunch, so we can together encourage the children to try new tastes (and you can see
how tasty the lunches arel) I'm sure everyone who would like to attend has already booked yourself
in but to remind you, your booking is for one adult only and we'd ask you not to bring babies/toddlers
with you (because of safety and space in the hall). We would ask you to come at 12pm to be
‘paired up’ with your child and you will get the ‘full experience’ of school lunches by queueing and
choosing your lunches together and then sitting and eating together (I'm sure the children will show

you how it's donel).

No nail varnish, please

| know it's often a treat for little girls
to have nail varnish on, particularly
over Christmas and New Year,
however we would ask that parents
ensure it is not worn in school please.

Little Princess Trust and My Shining Star -
fundraising by Phoebe - she’s a star!

| want to tell you about Phoebe in Year 3 who is
selflessly going to have her long hair cut in order to
donate it for The Little Princess Trust in a few weeks
time and is also looking for sponsorship to raise
money for My Shining Star_charity (who do fabulous
work to support families of children going through
childhood cancer). What an exceptional sacrifice
for such a wonderful cause. If you are inspired to
make a donation (every penny is gratefully received
by My Shining Star) please go to:
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/louise-o-keeffe

Attendance Tea Parties with Milo

There have been so many children (160)
who managed to achieve 100% for both
Term 1 and Term 2 combined, that we have
had to do four breaktime tea parties with
Milo (another one is scheduled for Tuesday).
Milo has enjoyed showing the children his
new ftricks (and all the fuss!) - we hope the
children have enjoyed the recognition too
(they deserve it).

Photos and more news to follow in Milo’s
weekly blog (check it out on Twitterl)

Year R - parents’ & carers’ Fun #”3*
2 Phoniecs
See you on Wednesday 22nd & Phonics

January @ 9am for your phonics lesson!

Second-Hand Uniform

We've been overwhelmed with donations of perfectly
good uniform that children have grown out of, but
would certainly do another child ‘a turn’ - we just
haven't got space for it all. Therefore, we've spoken
to the Sue Ryder charity shop in the Twydall parade of
shops and they will happily take the donations and sell
them. That way, our families know where they can
drop in and pick up some second-hand uniform from
(Mon - Sat, 9am-5pm), a little money is raised for a
fantastic charity supporting palliative and hospice
care and we don't drown in the office under a tsunami
of school jumpers! We'd urge you to donate your
unwanted uniform there too as it helps all our families
grab a bargain from next week onwards!

No Nuts (including choc/nut spread)

We have several children with severe nut
allergies and if other children inadvertently
bring in items containing nuts (such as
Nutella spread) this could be life-threatening
to others. | know that no parent here would
want to put another child at risk so please be
vigilant and check those

. . THIS SCHOOL IS A
ingredients of cereal bars,

50 L
chocolate spread, =/ ) FREE
ZONE!

chocolate-filled crepes efc.

Let's ensure children are on time intfo school as
children who arrive late, miss out on crificall
learning and socialisation time (which puts that
child at a distinct disadvantage, compared to
their peers)
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Term Dates for 2020/21 Academic Year

Term one

Staff Development Days: Tuesday 1st September & Wednesday 2nd September 2020 (children do not
attend)

First Day of Term 1 for children = Thursday 3rd September 2020

Last Day of Term 1 for children = Friday 23rd October 2020

Half-term holiday: Monday 26th October to Friday 30th October 2020

Term two

First Day of Term 2 for children = Monday 2nd November 2020

Last Day of Term 2 for children = Friday 18th December 2020

Christmas and New Year holiday: Monday 21st December 2020 to Monday 4th January 2021

Term three
First Day of Term 3 for children = Tuesday 5th January 2021
Last Day of Term 3 for children = Friday 12th February 2021
Half-term holiday: Monday 15th February to Friday 19th February 2021
Three additional

Term four Staff Development
First Day of Term 4 for children = Monday 22nd February 2021 Days (when

Last Day of Term 4 for children = Thursday 1st April 2021 children do not
Easter holiday: Friday 2nd April to Friday 16th April 2021 attend school) to

i be confirmed
Term five

First Day of Term 5 for children = Monday 19th April 2021

May Day bank holiday on Monday 3rd May 2021 Reminder: All term

Last Day of Term 5 for children = Friday 28th May 2021 dates fo_r this
Half-term holiday: Monday 31st May to Friday 4th June 2021 academic year
(and next year)
Term six can be found on
First Day of Term 6 for children = Monday 7th June 2021 the school website

Last Day of Term 6 for children = Wednesday 21st July 2021

Class Assemblies for Terms 3 & 4

We love it when children can share their learning in class assemblies with you and we have the
following assemblies during Terms 5 and 6 we would like to invite you to:

Friday 24th January: 10.30am = Giriffin

Friday 31st January: 10.30am = Mowdgli 2.45pm = Gold

Friday 7th February: 10.30am = Toothless 2.450m = Bronze

Friday 14th February: 10.30am = Bagheera 2.45pm = Silver

Friday 28th February: 10.30am = Hufflepuff 2.45pm = Purple

Friday 6th March: 10.30am = Ravenclaw 2.45pm = Blue More class
Friday 13th March: 10.30am = Gryffindor 2.450m = Green assemblies to
Friday 20th March: 10.30am = Shere Khan follow in Term 5

Friday 27th March: 10.30am = Stormfly




