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Next week is going to be a week jam-packed with events and activities, both during the school day and 
after school - but then with 21 classes and over 650 pupils, when is it not?!  Let’s remind ourselves of what’s 
going on:

Monday 11th November Remembrance Assemblies in school   Respect is one of our six core 
values in school and there are few days in the calendar as important as showing respect of those who have 
fought for the freedoms we all enjoy than 11th November.  So if you haven’t already sent your child in with 
money to buy a poppy, please do so as we believe it is important to mark Remembrance Day in an 
age-appropriate way for all our children.

Monday 11th to Thursday 14th November     Book Fair   This is a great opportunity to buy some fantastic, 
current books at very reasonable prices with all commission earned being used to buy books for the children 
to read in class.  The Book Fair will be available after school in the Infant building on Monday and Tuesday 
and on Wednesday and Thursday, even later whilst the Parent's Evening is on.

Monday 11th to Friday 15th November   Anti-Bullying Week  (so full of activities we’ve written to you 
separately but the important things to remind you about are:  1. send in your pebbles for the whole 
community art project; and  2. Tuesday 12th November, odd socks day (let’s see us celebrate
being different!)

Tuesday 12th and Wednesday 13th November    Photo’s Day(s)   We’ve booked photographers for two days 
in both buildings to take those treasured shots of your wonderful children, so we can capture not only those 
individual shots but also in-school siblings and the Year 6 ‘Leavers’ group.  Please can we make sure that on 
those days, children are smart in their school uniforms (or bring their uniform in to change into, if they are KS1 
and  wearing their PE Kits). We will ensure that your children in school (from Nursery to Year 6) are ‘paired 
together’ but sadly, we cannot accommodate photographs with younger (or older) children who are not at 
Featherby and we cannot schedule opportunities for you to bring in babies/toddlers to be photographed 
with your school-aged children, sorry.

Tuesday 12th November   First Featherby Parent & Toddler/Baby ‘Stay and Play’   If you missed it, we’re 
offering weekly stay and play sessions for parents and their children aged 0 to 3, which will be led by a 
qualified EYFS teacher, where you and your child can come for free each week for stimulating and 
enjoyable activities.  We want to give ‘Featherby’ families the opportunity to sign up before we open to the 
wider Twydall/Gillingham community so if you’re interested, call the office (more details later in this Flyer).

Wednesday 13th and Thursday 14th November      Parents’ Evenings    By now, we’re sure, you have your 
appointment to come a meet your child’s class teacher so you can find out how they’re settling into their 
new class and into the new curriculum. The teaching team are looking forward to updating you.  A reminder 
that, as previously, the Infant Building will accommodate all the teachers so you need to come there for 
your appointment (even if they’re Years 3 to 6).  Each time we try and make this event bigger and better.  
So, in addition to your appointment and the book fair, our school uniform providers (Caseys) will be there for 
you to purchase uniform if you need it, Taylor Shaw (our caterers) will be there so you can sample some of 
the delicious meals that they serve each day, myself and other senior leaders will be available for a chat 
and a catch up over a cuppa, office staff will be available for any queries you might have and we will also 
have one of the team providing breakfast club and after-school club so you can find out more about the 
wrap-around care provision at Featherby.  See you there!

Phew, just another ‘full-on’ Featherby week!   
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Food Safety @ Featherby
Can we please ask 
parents not to send in 
homemade cakes/biscuits 
etc with their child for their 
classmates. Although it is 
kind and well meant, 
because of allergies, food 
intolerances and because 
we cannot be sure of 
ingredients, we cannot 
hand these out to the 
children  as ultimately we 
want to keep every child 
safe. 

Some fantastic new online resources for parents we want to share with 
you…..

● CEOPs are undoubtedly the experts in policing the internet for 
content that has no business being anywhere near decent 
people but now they are providing support, advice and training 
aimed directly at parents in how to keep children safe online.  
Their parent support page:  https://parentinfo.org/ is a great way 
for you to keep ahead of changes on the internet so please 
take a look - it will be time well-spent.

● There is a fantastic new app that’s free to download on your 
phone for iOS and Android (and the phones of family members) 
that you may already be aware of but we wanted to tell you 
about it.   What3Words enables the emergency services to 
locate you and Kent Police Police and Ambulance Service (and 
other authorities across the country) are confirming they are 
using and accepting the 3 word addresses.  In simple terms, it’s 
an app that has effectively divided the globe into 3m squares 
and given each of them a unique 3 word ‘location address’.  If 
you (or your child) is lost you activate the app and it will tell you 
the three words to say to the emergency services and they will 
be able to pinpoint your exact location immediately.  It’s 
already been credited with saving lives and, although you will 
(hopefully) be unlikely to ever need it, what better safety net 
than knowing the emergency services can find you or your child 
if help were needed? Take a look at some articles which explain 
it further:   

Whilst we're on the subject of safety, we would remind families that 
children should not ride their bikes or scooters on the paths, field or 
playground on school sites. We ask for your cooperation and support 
with this as we have many young children walking, parents pushing 
buggies and prams, as well as elderly visitors to the school site, all of 
whom could be easily hurt by bikes and scooters being
ridden. Please ensure your child waits until they are out of the 
school grounds before enjoying that ride/scoot home. 
Thank you 

Do you (or a relative) read 
The Sun newspaper?

We will be  taking part in 
their books for schools 
scheme (we’ll keep you 
posted on our total grows) 
so please send them in as 
‘every book’ helps!

https://parentinfo.org/
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-49319760
https://what3words.com/news/emergency/uk-emergency-services-rollout-what3words-in-control-rooms-to-save-resources-time-and-lives/
https://what3words.com/news/emergency/uk-emergency-services-rollout-what3words-in-control-rooms-to-save-resources-time-and-lives/
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Class Attendance Stars

This week the class attendance 
winners are Gryffindor in the junior 
building with an outstanding 99.1% 
and Gold class have done even 
better this week with 99.6%.  Super 
work!

Have you got any Aldi’s Kit for Schools
stickers in your bag?

We’ve completed one poster and sent it
off.  However, we need more stickers for 
a second poster.  If we can get enough to
fill the second one, we’ll get another sports
kit but the deadline is next Friday for us to 
ensure it arrives to them in time …. Can you
(or family/friends) help us out by sending in 
some more stickers?

Are you remembering to ‘chip 
away’ at your child’s curriculum 
trips and activities fund in school 
money?  It’s a good idea to pay a 
little each month so it spreads the 
cost.  If you’re struggling, please 
come and chat with Mrs 
Barraclough and we’ll work out a 
plan.

Have you looked at our fabulous 
new website yet, which went live 
last week?  On the website you will 
be able to see the topics and 
themes your child will be learning 
in the coming year, photos and so 
much more.

Take a look, we’re really proud of 
it!
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In case you missed it, we have been 
successful in becoming Co-op's local 
community fund project but we need 
your support with it!  If you already have a 
co-op loyalty membership card then login 
and select Featherby to be your local 
cause - where the Co-op donate 1% of 
everything you buy for the next 12 months 
goes to our Featherby fund.  If you do not 
have a loyalty card you can sign up here: 
https://www.coop.co.uk/membership

It costs £1 and there are many perks; it will 
not only benefit the school but you also 
receive 5% of spend back onto your card. 
For example, one of the staff only signed 
up in the summer and now has over £5 
back already so the card pays for itself 
and will hugely support the school too!
Thank you

Bringing Space to Life for Year 5

Year 5’s planetarium experience
last week was ‘out of this world’ as they 
immersed themselves in an inflatable
replica of the solar system.  
It was a great way to learn and the 
children got so much out of it. It 
certainly brought our topic to life and 
it is experiences like this that parents’ 
yearly trip and activities donation that
we’ve set up on Schoolmoney help to
pay for.

https://www.coop.co.uk/membership?fbclid=IwAR0jMh5YJd15OxVsDhGLqu-zjXGTIxb--p4gbi88HFxPxaHOl3ytTCiufr4

