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Welcome back to Term 2, and what a busy term we’ve got planned!

BBC Radio Kent came in to interview some children and staff this week about the impact of having Milo 
around the school, as part of their focus on emotional wellbeing “On the Air With….”   This will be 
featured at around 9.25pm (ish) tonight  and it’d be great if you took 10 minutes to tune in to hear 
Featherby become famous  on  https://www.bbc.co.uk/radiokent    (96.7FM / 104.2FM)   
A huge thank you to Annice, Adam, Isobel and Kyra-Louise who made me (and Milo) so proud with 
what they said - they certainly brought to a tear to my eyes!  

Anti-Bullying Week is 11th to 15th November.  We’re planning some exciting and inspiring activities for 
that week and will be sharing more information with you early next week - I can’t wait!

Polling on 12th December
Unfortunately, Medway Electoral Services are again calling on Featherby to be the local polling 
station on December 12th for the upcoming General Election.  However, we’ve got this down to
a fine art now as this will be the third time the infant building have hosted polling in a year!  

Let me explain what will happen, to reassure our new families (and our existing ones), so
you can understand exactly how we’re able to keep children and the visiting public separate and still stay 
open and functioning.  After all, we don’t want to miss out on all the great learning going on by closing the 
school that day.  Firstly, arrangements for the KS2 (junior) children remain unchanged and it’s business as usual 
in that building.   The polling station will be in the infant main hall (by the main entrance).  By locking the doors 
at the top of the ‘T’, we section the school in two halves - one for the children and one for the visiting public. 
The EYFS/KS1 (nursery to Year 2) children are escorted to (and collected from) their classrooms/doors as usual by 
their adults at the start (and end) of the school day.   The children have all their usual areas, classrooms, toilets, 
playgrounds and field etc (as you can see on the diagram below).  The only compromise is that the children will 
not be able to come down the corridor to have lunch on that day but instead will have lunch in their classrooms 
before going out to play at lunchtime.  Nearer the time, we will ask you to tell us if you would like to provide a 
home-packed lunch on that day or would like the catering team to prepare a lunch bag for your child. If you 
have any queries about our arrangements, please do call the office and we will be glad to explain and 
reassure you.
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Does your child have their pebble yet? 

Let me explain for our new families (and remind everyone 
else!) why we’re asking about pebbles!!!  Anti-Bullying Week
(11th to 15th November) is coming and we have an exciting
‘whole school’ project in mind.  Because inclusion and the 
celebration of our differences is something that strikes a chord
with me personally and professionally, as well as something that
is fundamental to what we do within the trust, I would like 
every child to collect a pebble (they might find one on a 
walk in the park, on the beach or in their own garden).  We 
will all (children and staff) decorate our pebbles during
Anti-Bullying Week to reflect the individuality of everyone at 
Featherby and will then build a beautiful piece of artwork with all the pebbles - which I think illustrates 
perfectly how wonderful a community can be because of the differences of the individuals who are 
part of it - so find your pebbles, children, and bring them in on Monday 11th November!    
Of course, if you (as parents/carers and family members) would like to decorate a pebble too, please 
send your decorated pebble in with your child and we will add it to our display.  After all, we are all 
one ‘Featherby Family’!

Parent & Toddler Group 

We are launching our own weekly parent and 
toddler group which will be held in the school on 
Tuesdays, from Tuesday 12th November 
onwards, during term time.  It’s free to access 
and will be led by a qualified early years 
teacher and we hope many of you who have 
younger children will come along.  We wanted 
to open it to our Featherby families first, before 
we open it to the wider community.  Take a look 
at the leaflet attached which will give you more 
information and tells you how to book your 
place.

STOP PRESS - YEAR 1 

NEW DATE FOR NATIVITY PERFORMANCE

Unfortunately, when MPs voted to hold a 
General Election on 12th December, they didn’t 
take into consideration that Year 1 were 
planning on doing a Christmas performance for 
their families that morning (how selfish!).  
Therefore, we are rearranging that morning 
performance to the morning of the day before, 
Wednesday 11th December - in case you were 
planning on taking the morning off to come 
along.   There will also be another opportunity to 
see the performance on Friday 13th in the 
afternoon, too.  Booking forms for you to choose 
your preferred tickets (and timings etc) will 
coming nearer the time!

Year 5 also have a Christmans Craft session on 
12th December but, as the junior building will be 
unaffected by polling, that will still go ahead.

Medway Park have some fun activities for Children in Need Evening on 15th November - take a look 
at the back of this Flyer!
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Thank you for your generosity!

This week we had fabulous Harvest Festival assemblies in both
buildings and, because of your generosity (which blew us 
away),  we have a great deal to be thankful for.  All your 
donations are being passed to the local Foodbank, 
who support local families and very much need your donations, 
so thank you. 

Class Attendance Stars
This week the class attendance winners are 
Mowgli in the junior building with an outstanding 
99.1% and we have a tie in the infant building 
with both Blue and Bronze classes having the 
highest class attendance in KS1.  Super work!

Lastly, we’ve noticed a spate of 
children who seem to be suddenly 
unwell on their birthdays.  We 
appreciate that illness can genuinely strike at 
any time (even on birthdays) but we obviously 
do not want children being off school for their 
birthdays but instead to have those treats at the 
weekend.   We are closely monitoring this and 
will not authorise birthday absences, unless 
supported with medical evidence.  Thank you 
for your support.

Follow us on Twitter   @Featherbyinfjnr

You’ll see all the activities in school (and 
catch up on Milo’s blog too)

Help with Parental Controls ?

As part of Anti-Bullying week, we’d like to support you with parental controls on devices to keep your 
child safe on the internet and will be offering a drop-in coffee morning when our IT team will help you 
set up your child’s devices. Time/dates to follow next week.






