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A huge ‘Thank You' to our fabulous EYFS (Year R and Nursery children) and Year 3
parents/families who supported the first Big Outcomes of the year this week. We
had a teddy bears’ picnic and an art auction with our youngest pupils who shone
with pride as they enjoyed their adult visitors on Tuesday. Our Year 3 pupils were
curators and tour guides of their very own museum on Wednesday, when each child almost seemed
to grow an inch or two with pride as they took their adults on their very own guided tour of their theme
learning. You sharing these celebrations of learning means so much to the children (and to us as staff)
so we really appreciate the sacrifices you often have to make to get time to attend. Equally, your kind
words telling us what you think of these events also means so much, particularly to the teachers who
give so much of their own time to plan these showcases - here’s just a selection of the positive
comments from this week:
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And, of course, if your childisin Year 1, 2, 4, 5 & 6 - your turn will come for your child’s Big Outcome,
later in the year!

| can't believe how well Milo has been received by children, parents and the wider community since
he started coming into school this term - It would appear that he's far more popular than me! The
local press, including BBC Radio Kent and ITV are interested in running stories about how positive he
(and other school dogs) can be for the mental well-being for children (and for staff) in schools - we'll
let you know if/when the stories run. However, I'm prepared to bow to pressure and let him have his
own blog which we'll feature on the Flyers and on Twitter. | can’t believe I'm being overshadowed by
a 6 month old puppy!

As | write this letter, the vast majority of parents have already signed up for their parents’ evening slot
on the online booking system. We're really pleased with how smoothly this seems to work for our
families, from what you've told us. This system also saves an enormous amount of time for staff - time
we'd much rather spend planning even more fabulous learning opportunities and Big Outcomes so we
thank you for engaging with this. | would urge those parents who haven't yet signed up for an
appointment slot to follow the link that's been texted/emailed to them and do so, whilst there’s still
some choice on availability. If you've got any problems/queries, Mrs Barraclough and Miss Tilley will be
in the school during the half-term break and they will be happy to help (01634 231984 / 01634 231072).
If you don’t book yourself an appointment by the start of Term 2, we will allocate one for you.
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Harvest Festival

We will be having our Harvest Festival on the first Thursday after
we return from the half-term break - 31st October. We would be
truly grateful of any donation you could make, particularly as this
year we would like to give the donations to the local Foodbank
charity, as they support many local families including several of
our own families at Featherby. If you could give a tin/packet or
two that would be wonderful - some of the items they are
running low on include:

TINNED SPONGE PUDDING

TINNED FRUIT

TINNED FISH

TINNED VEG & POTATOES

INSTANT MASH

FRUIT JUICE - UHT/LONG-LIFE

MILK - UHT/LONG-LIFE
POWDERED/DRIED MILK

CUP-A-SOUP

PASTA SAUCE & COOKING SAUCE
MACARONI CHEESE / VEGETARIAN
TINNED SPAGHETTI

DESSERTS EG ANGEL DELIGHT, JELLY, RICE PUDDING
CUSTARD - READY MADE

SUGAR - 0.5 KG PLEASE IF POSSIBLE
TREATS - SWEETS, CHOICES, CRISPS ETC
KETCHUP, BROWN SAUCE ETC
WASHING POWDER/LIQUID (SMALL)
SHAMPOO

SHOWER GEL

DEODORANT - PARTICULARLY FOR MEN
WASHING-UP LIQUID

TOOTHBRUSHES & PASTE

SHAVING FOAM

KITCHEN ROLL

NAPPIES - SIZE 5 AND ABOVE ONLY

| have no doubt that you will give generously as it benefits our
community - thank you

‘ Harvest Festival
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Class Attendance Stars

This week the class attendance
winners are Gryffindor in the
junior building with 99.1% and

Yellow Class in the infant A

building with 97.9%.
Milo is ‘super proud’ of you all.

Year 6 Parents
Don't forget to let us know when
you've submitted your child’s
secondary choices to Medway -
we've sentf you a link so you can do
so. We will be chasing all parents
who've noft told us they've done it
when we return after the half-term
(as we don't want any of our
children to miss out). By telling us
you've done it enables us to focus
our time on those who may need
some help.

Christmas Lunch - Tuesday 10th
December

| know we're still in October but
we're going to mention
Christmas!

Booking will be open early next
term for the Christmas Lunch,
including all the frimmings,
crackers and carols (sprouts
optionalll).

Although we're asking you
whether your child will be school
dinners or home-packed
lunches for Term 2 (as normal) -
regardless of what your child will
usually have on a Tuesday -
Christmas Lunch will be open to
all children (if they want it) but
you will need to book. We'll
keep reminding you and will
send out more info when we
return.
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Year 2 Parents & Nursery Parents

Next term, we will be reminding and supporting our families with regard to the application process as Year 2
parents need to apply for a place in Year 3, even if you want your child to continue at Featherby (although we
can't imagine you'd want your child fo be anywhere elsel). Equally, our Nursery families need to apply for a
place for Reception for next year. | can’t believe we're already having to think about September 2020 but the
deadline for applications is 15th January, which will be here before we know it. Don't worry - we'll help you with
it.

Christmas Fair - Coming to a Featherby near you on Thursday, 5th December!

Building on the outstanding Summer Fair, your PTA is busy planning an even better Christmas Fair.
More news when we return but make sure you mark the 5th of December in your diary as you won't
want to be anywhere else on that afternoon!

A polite request..... Year 6 Big Outcome
Much as it's lovely to see parents having a The date for Year é parents/carers o come to
natter in the playground once they've dropped see their Big Outcome is the afternoon of
off/picked up their children - can we remind Wednesday 18th December - details of the
parents that the gates need to shut promptly for event is a closely guarded secret!l Year 6 can’t
the safety of all the children (and staff need to wait to see you!

get from the gates to do their usual duties) so
please aim to leave the site promptly. Thank

you. Poppy Appeal

Also, can we ask parents to not stand by the When we refumn affer the half term,

crossing as it blocks the visibility of others poppies and poppy-related items (such as rulers,
crossing the road. Thank you bracelets etc) will be go on sale. We'll remind

you to send the children in with their money.
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Do you have any empty baby milk/formula tins?

If so could Nursery have the tins and lids as the
children want to make drums out of them.
Please send in any donations via either office
for the Nursery. Thank you
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A bit of fun......

Mrs Pierce, our English Lead, has suggested a piece of optional homework to keep the children
amused if the weather’s a bit drab over the half-term - just as a bit of fun.

She's been reading, David Walliams' book The World's Worst Teachers.

The following page is an extract from that book, where it describes fines that

one of the teachers in the story imposes on her pupils.

Mrs Pierce thought it might be
fun for the children to write a
good case as to whether they
they think our teachers should
start doing the same thing at
Featherby!

If they would like to take part,
please send in their writing for
Mrs Pierce's attention in Bronze
Class (children in the Junior
School can drop it off at the
school office).

She can't wait to see what the
children write.

@n
Ned
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Lastly, we’ve received some events that Medway Sport are running over the half-term

break which you might be interested in.....

Half Term Spooky Sporty Fun

Whether it's a wet and windy or bright and breezy
October half term, we can guarantee to keep the
kids active whilst having fun.

First up is our Halloween-themed sports camps
offering a wide range of coach-led sporting
activities that are suitable for children aged 7-12.
Activities include pumpkin rounders, spooky dance
comp, wrestling, ghoulball, Rookie Lifeguard, crab
football and optional fancy dress. Camps run from
9.30am to 3.30pm, Tuesday 22 October - Friday
25 October, with breakfast and twilight options also
available therefore offering the perfect childcare
solution. For more information or to book,
email: medwaysport@medway.gov.uk

Swimming Lesson Crash Courses
Monday 21 October - Friday 25 October

30 minutes lessons. £32 for the week.

Medway Park - Stages 1 & 2, 9am and 9.30am.
Stages 3 & 4, 10am.

Splashes - Stages 1 & 2, 9am and 9.30am.

Hoo Sports Centre - Stage 1 8am, Stage 2 8.30am
and Stage 3/4 9am

START Diving

Splashes Halloween Pool Party
Join us on Friday 25 October from 6pm-8pm for
an evening of wet and wild thrills with zorbs,
inflatables and flumes. £4.50 per person

Bookings available online in advance, at
reception or email on
medwaysport@medway.gov.uk

(please note we cannot offer refunds).
Adult:Child ratios apply

Hoo Pool Party
The inflatable obstacle course is back for the
holidays.
Sessions are running all week from Monday 21
October - Friday 25 October:

e Monday, Wednesday and Friday:

11.30am-1pm.

e  Tuesday and Thursday: 4pm-5pm.
£4.50 per person, free for under 5s
Also available for private party hire from
Saturday 19 October - Sunday 27 October
Email medwaysport@medway.gov.uk
for more information).

Join us for a coach-led diving taster session in the dedicated diving
pit at Medway Park. Tuesday 22 October 2019 3.30pm - 4.15pm,
4.15pm - 5pm and 5pm - 5.45pm Cost £7.10 per session

Book at reception or email medwaysport@medway.gov.uk

Happy October Half-Term Break!
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