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I would like to thank the parents who came to parents’ evening appointments this week.  It was lovely to see 
so many of you and I’m sure you are as delighted with your child’s progress and the way they have settled 
into their new classes as we are.  I would also like to thank the staff who had long working days this week, to 
make parents’ evenings so successful.

We aim to keep you informed of your child’s progress three times per year (at the two parents’ evenings, in 
the Autumn and Spring) and the full school report we send out to you in the Summer.  However, if you have 
any queries or concerns outside of those times, please do approach your child’s class teacher and of course 
you can keep an eye on what’s happening in the classrooms by following us on Twitter and on the school 
website.    

I would also ask parents to take a few minutes and log on to Ofsted’s Parent View portal and tell them what 
you think of how the school is developing.  We’ve included a link with this email and there is also a link on 
the “Quick Links” on the school website. 

Talking of the school website - we’ve got a new one which we’re really proud of.  Please take a few minutes 
over the weekend to take a look and let us know what you think.  You will find a mountain of information 
and resources to help you understand our thematic curriculum as we want you to be informed about what 
your child is learning this year - after all, the best education is achieved when home and school work 
together.
 
Next week is a little quieter, thank goodness       , before we ramp up the activities in school as we approach 
Christmas!  Take a look at our ‘Reverse Advent’ poster in this Flyer that will explain what we’d like to do in 
school this year to help the children understand that Christmas is as much about the giving 
of gifts as the receiving of them.  

The children all displayed their ‘Respect’ core value this
week as we marked Remembrance Day with a series of 
assemblies and in-school discussions.  All our children, 
even our youngest, took time to reflect on the 
importance of being thankful for the freedoms we all 
share because of the sacrifice of others and we were 
immensely proud to see how mature the children all 
were.

This week, all the children had their individual photos taken, the Year 6 had their ‘Leavers’ 
group photo done and, for the first time we did a ‘whole-school’ sibling photo link up across 
both sites, when we photographed over 140 sibling groups (most of whom had brothers and
sisters in the other building).  The stream of staff going across the field in one direction or another 
accompanying the children so they could be photographed with their brothers and sisters was quite a 
sight! 

We hope that parents like the photos (the shots we saw were adorable!) - perhaps it might be an idea for 
Christmas presents for relatives as, we’re assured, the photo orders will be delivered before the end of 
term. The office will message you when the proofs are coming home so you can check in your child’s 
bag.
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Some highlights from Anti-Bullying Week…..

During the week we’ve learned a great deal about empathy and how
our behaviours affect the wellbeing of others during Anti-Bullying Week, 
as well as celebrating how fantastic it is that we are all different by 
wearing our odd socks and starting our pebble art work.  We can’t wait 
until the varnishing is all done and the pebbles can be installed as a 
permanent reminder of just how wonderful our differences are.

A child in Toothless class (Year 4) felt inspired to write this rap for their 
special class assembly that we wanted to share 
with you - We don’t think we could have put it any better!

Do you (or a relative) read The Sun newspaper?

We will be taking part in their books for schools
scheme (we’ll keep you posted on our total grows) so 
please send them in as ‘every book’ helps!  

It starts next weekend so please collect them and
send them in!

Thank you!

Thank you to everyone who 
contributed the Aldi Kit for 
Schools vouchers. We 
ended up with enough 
stickers to complete not 
one  but two posters and 
they’ve now been sent off.  
We’ll share news with you 
about the kit we receive as 
a result.
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Class Attendance Stars
This week the class attendance 
winners are Mowgli in the junior 
building with an outstanding 98.2% 
and Yellow class have done almost 
as well this week with 98.1%.  Well 
done!

Have you signed up yet?
In case you missed it, we have been successful in 
becoming Co-op's local community fund project but 
we need your support with it!  If you already have a 
co-op loyalty membership card then login and select 
Featherby to be your local cause - where the Co-op 
donate 1% of everything you buy for the next 12 
months goes to our Featherby fund.  If you do not have 
a loyalty card you can sign up here: 
https://www.coop.co.uk/membership

It costs £1 and there are many perks; it will not only 
benefit the school but you also receive 5% of spend 
back onto your card. For example, one of the staff only 
signed up in the summer and
now has over £5 back already 
so the card pays for itself really
quickly and will hugely support 
the school too!   Thank you

Are you having issues receiving emails?

We know we now 
communicate with you more 
than ever before, because we 
don’t want you to miss anything.  However, 
some email providers (hotmail in particular) 
seem to feel that, because we’re emailing 
you quite a bit (without you emailing us) 
we’re probably spam and so it’s putting our 
emails in your spam/junk folders without 
you seeing it (the cheek of it!).  If you find 
that you’re not getting the weekly (at least) 
email from us then please check your 
junk/spam and if it’s in there, you need to 
open the email, click on the “not spam” 
box and your email server will recognise us 
as being something you want to see.

We’ve spoken to several families that it’s 
happened to and we worry it’s affecting 
others we don’t know about so please 
share the word.

Please contribute to your child’s activity & trip fund
We’ve set up the fund in Schoolmoney so you can ‘chip away’ 
at the costs.  Year 6 are the first year group to go on a trip (next 
week to the Science Museum in London) and others will follow 
throughout the year.  If you’re unsure about what your child will 
do this year, take a look at your child’s Year Group Newsletter - 
copies of which are the playground notice boards and on the 
website.

However, in addition to the big 
trip, each year group will get
other activities to enhance their
learning which comes out of this 
fund.  So, for example, a week 
ago Year 5 had a visiting 
planetarium experience which 
although a small element of the
Year 5 fund contributions, it’s an 
activity that the school has already
paid for.  Therefore we ask parents to try and pay what they 
can towards their child’s annual activity and trip fund as it helps 
the school in its cash flow as well as helping you to spread the 
cost.  

Year R to Year 6 
Have you registered your child for 
the flu nasal spray vaccine yet?

The deadline to register is fast 
approaching - you must register via 
the NHS portal for this to be done in 
school if you want this for your child 
and you must register by 21st 
November (their deadline, not ours). 
We’re told that the NHS will not 
accept late registrations.  The 
vaccine will be given by nurses on 
29th November in school to those 
registered. For more information and 
to register go to:
https://www.kentcht.nhs.uk/forms/child
hood-flu-immunisation-consent-form/

If your young child is playing on the adventure playground 
whilst they wait for their older siblings to come out, please can 
we remind you that they must be supervised by an adult at all 
times for their safety.

Year R parents - 
please remember to 
return your health 
questionnaires for 
the school nursing 
team by Monday.  
Thank you

Keep sending in those crisp 
packets (we’re collecting to 
raise funds for the Air 
Ambulance). Thank you

https://www.coop.co.uk/membership?fbclid=IwAR0jMh5YJd15OxVsDhGLqu-zjXGTIxb--p4gbi88HFxPxaHOl3ytTCiufr4
https://www.kentcht.nhs.uk/forms/childhood-flu-immunisation-consent-form/
https://www.kentcht.nhs.uk/forms/childhood-flu-immunisation-consent-form/


Mon 18/11/19

25th school day before 
Christmas 

Senior 
Leadership Team

Tues  19/11/19

24th school day 
before Christmas 

Yellow Class

Weds   20/11/19

23rd school day 
before Christmas 

Blue Class

Thurs   21/11/19

22nd school day 
before Christmas 

Bronze 
Class

Fri  22/11/19

21st school day before 
Christmas 

Griffin Class

Mon   25/11/19

20th school day before 
Christmas 

Office and 
Support Staff

Tues   26/11/19

19th school day 
before Christmas 

Stormfly 
Class

Weds   27/11/19

18th school day 
before Christmas 

Gryffindor Class

Thurs  21/11/19

17th school day 
before Christmas 

Mowgli Class

Fri  29/11/19

16th school day 
before Christmas 

Rainbow (Nursery) 

Mon  2/12/19

15th school day before 
Christmas 

Orange Class

Tues   3/12/19

14th school day 
before Christmas 

Purple Class

Weds  4/12/19

13th school day 
before Christmas 

Silver Class

Thurs  5/12/19

12th school day 
before Christmas 

Centaur 
Class

Fri   6/12/19

11th school day before 
Christmas 

Cloudjumper 
Class

Mon   9/12/19

10th school day before 
Christmas 

Hufflepuff Class

Tues   10/12/19

9th school day 
before Christmas 

Bagheera
Class

Weds   11/12/19

8th school day 
before Christmas 

Red Class

Thurs   12/12/19

7th school day 
before Christmas 

Green 
Class

Fri   13/12/19

6th school day before 
Christmas 

Gold Class

Mon  16/12/19

5th school day before 
Christmas 

Aslan Class

Tues   17/12/19

4th school day 
before Christmas 

Toothless 
Class

Weds  18/12/19

3rd school day 
before Christmas 

Ravenclaw Class

Thurs  19/12/19

2nd school day 
before Christmas 

Shere Khan 
Class

Fri   20/12/19

Last school day before 
Christmas!

Teachers & 
Teaching 
Assistants

This year we would like to collect items for our local community by doing a reverse advent calendar.  So on each of 
the 25 school days before we break up for the Christmas holiday, we would like to encourage each class (and staff 
group) to bring item(s) in that can be given to others.  This might be a tin of something, a pair of gloves or fluffy 
socks, sweets, toiletries - whatever you wish to give.  There’s no obligation but if you can spare something these 
items will all be grouped and shared between the Gillingham Street Angels shoebox appeal (supporting those 
affected by homelessness in the Gillingham area) and the Twydall Community project (who are aiming to support 
underprivileged families in the area) 

Let’s see what we can achieve as a Featherby Family!
Milo’s even agreed to donate some dog treats      


