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Ok, where did our Summer go and what’s with all this rain?! The children have shown great
resilience in not always being able to get outside for play or for sports activities this week.

I am so pleased to tell you that the Featherby team are Kent (yes, Kent not just Medway) champions
in Handball We’re so proud of them as they competed this week against regions covering the
entire county and were triumphant - but, perhaps even more importantly, they showed excellent
sportsmanship. Well done, Featherby!

A word from me about staffing changes……...

A couple of long-standing staff members are retiring at the end of the academic year: Mr Spratt and 

Mrs Willmott take with them our heartfelt thanks for the service they have given the school over the 

years and for all the children whose lives they have touched and inspired. We wish them both a long 

and rewarding retirement.

Mr Henry is off to pastures new in a couple of weeks and we wish him the very best and thank him for 

all his commitment to keeping the school site safe. 

Additionally, I'm sorry to tell you that Mrs Kershaw will leave us at the end of the academic year for 

fresh challenges and we wish her the very best for her new adventures and thank her for her energy 

and dedication to children with Additional Educational Needs.  We wish her the very best from both 

us and all those children she has helped over the years.

Looking forward now, there are several new members of staff that will be joining us over the coming 

weeks that the children will already been quite familiar with but that I would like to introduce to you.  

Firstly, Mrs Justine Oakley will be joining us shortly to have a full handover of cases from Mrs Kershaw 

and Mrs Rantell, as she prepares to become our new SENCo.  We are fortunate to secure Mrs Oakley, 

an experienced and approachable professional who, I am sure, parents will warm to instantly.  She 

will be familiarising herself over the coming weeks with the children who have educational need and 

meeting with families in due course.

Secondly, Miss McMaster and Miss Danesi, who have been working across the two buildings over the 

last few months, have decided to join us in September.  We extend them a very warm welcome, 

safe in the knowledge that Featherby children will continue to thrive under their guidance.

This weekend is a special one for those ‘Special Adults’

We hope our Dads enjoyed their Medway Messenger “My Dad” supplement, with all the pictures 

from our youngest pupils.  

The children certainly enjoyed making their gifts for their ’Special Someone’ ready for this weekend. 

Seeing how much love and care was taken by the children at the Make & Take sessions, I'm sure their 

adults will love their gift.   On behalf of the children, I want to thank our PTA members who gave up 

their time to help the children every day this week 👍
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Just a quick reminder that next Thursday 20th June is class photo day, when all children will have an informal 

photo taken, reflective of their personality and individualism, and then produced into a digital montage of 

images into a class photo. So can all children be their smartest selves, ready to ‘say cheese’, please?  

To those parents who have been contacted by the school office about their child’s photo consents, please 

remember that without your confirmation form, we cannot permit your child's image to go in the 

class photo (you will have been contacted if this applies to you so if you haven't been spoken to 

directly already, it is nothing for you to worry about).

EYFS Pirate Day

Ahoy there, Nursery and Year R parents. Your children are encouraged to come to school

dressed as pirates on 2nd July as part of their topic. However please don't go to lots of 

expense, the internet is full of lots of cheap ideas of how to dress like a pirate.

Visitors to the school office in the junior building may have noticed that we've had a bit of a 

change in layout recently and I wanted to explain why. As part of our constant reflection for 

improvement, with safeguarding always in the forefront of our mind, additional door maglocks have 

been fitted around the waiting area. Additionally, the office team have moved into the inner office 

in order to be able to work more effectively and to maintain confidentiality, slightly away from the 

hustle and bustle of our busy school.  However, the office door is always open, both figuratively and 

literally to you and your children and I hope our recent visitors feel that a ‘face to face’ welcome 

from my colleagues in the office reassures you that, as before, we are there to help.☺

Jo Barraclough, Admin Manager

Don’t forget to get those slips 
back, telling us what 
childcare you are likely to 
need for your child - so we 
can guarantee your need 
will be accommodated from 
September 

We’re nut-free at Featherby - please help us keep it that way

No nuts or nut products in school please, for the safety of 

our children with severe allergies. I know that 

no one would want to trigger a severe allergic

reaction in another child by sending in nut 

products in their child's lunch box.  Please read

the back of packets, as hazelnuts are often 

an ingredient in many ‘chocolate’ snacks and

help us keep everyone safe as anaphylaxis can be life 

threatening. Thank you

Our New Parents, whose 

children will be starting in 

Nursery and Reception (as 

well as several in other year 

groups), have been invited 

to our Summer Fair on 12th 

July and I know that you will 

all give them a warm 

‘Featherby Welcome’ ☺

Newsflash: Non-Uniform Day

Non-uniform Day on 8th July for all year groups. As ‘payment’ the 

PTA will ask for a contribution for our stalls at the Summer Fair later 

that week (details to follow in next Flyer).

Sing up, Featherby! 

As part of our big Science Expo in July, the children are busy learning new lyrics to a Maritime Expo 

song.  The lyrics are attached and it’s sung to the tune of Pink - Raise Your Glass, in case your child 

wants to share it with you and practise at home.
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Important Dates for Year 5 parents

You may already be aware but there will be a slight change to next year's term dates as the National 

May Day Bank Holiday next year has been changed by the UK Government to Friday 8th May (to 

mark 75 years since VE Day). Of course we will remind you closer to time but it is very important to 

remember that your children, who will be taking their SAT tests the following Monday, must be in 

school on the Monday - so please be mindful of that if you're booking weekends away around that 

time. 

If your child is in currently in Year 5 please note the following critical dates for your child next year: 

Monday 11th to Thursday 14th May 2020

Whilst we are telling our Year 5 parents about important dates, let's remind you all of the process of 

applying to secondaries (as that's fast approaching  for your child):

If you wish to name a grammar school as one of your preferences, your child must sit the 11plus test

11plus registration is now open 

(http://new.medway.gov.uk/education/school-admissions/medway-test/register-for-the-medway-test)

11plus registration closes @ 5pm on Monday 1st July 

Late September to mid-october: all the local secondaries hold their open days and evenings (as 

dates are confirmed, we will share with you). We advise all families to view schools so you can make 

informed choices before submitting your preferences.

Monday 7th October - 11plus test results sent to parents (to help them make their choices for their 

child)

By 31st October all children who will be in Year 6 (is our current Year 5s) must have their preferences 

submitted to Medway Council (we ask our parents to tell us when they've done it - that way we can 

be sure none of our children miss out on a chance of their preferred school - we will remind you)

March 1st 2020 - Medway will send the secondary school offersExciting news from the PTA

Our PTA would like to set up some treats for all the children to enjoy this term.  

A theatre production has been arranged for the children in Years 1 to Year 6, to entertain and inspire 

the children on Wednesday 26th June during the school day.

Children in Year R and Nursery have a soft play session being set up in school to 

burn off some energy on Monday  8th July.  Please note this is the same day as 

the non-uniform day, so we would remind parents that comfy and practical 

clothing is a must as they’ll be actively playing on the equipment.

http://new.medway.gov.uk/education/school-admissions/medway-test/register-for-the-medway-test
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Year 2 Transition 

Recently we asked our Year 2 parents whether they would like to have an information meeting 

about the transition into Year 3 (as we have done in previous years).  We did wonder whether it 

would still be useful as we are one school now, in all but name.  Although the majority of responses 

indicated that parents didn’t feel it necessary, there was still a sizeable number who thought they 

might benefit from it.  Therefore we are happy to host a drop-in session for Year 2 parents, 9.15am -

10am on Thursday 11th July, so we can explain the curriculum and, if those attending have any 

questions we will be able to help.  We will remind you sooner to the time.

That said, we want the transition for our Year 2 children to be as smooth as possible and lots of work 

is going on behind the scenes to make that happen.  However, we are planning on holding a 

lunchtime picnic in July for our our Year 2 children to spend the lunchtime on the field, getting to 

know the Year 3 team of teachers. What better way to spend a summer lunchtime

than to bond over sandwiches and fun on the field!  Children who take school lunches

usually will have the option of choosing to have Taylor Shaw make them up a 

‘packed lunch’ for the day or, of course, you can choose to make one at home 

if you prefer.  More details to follow soon.

Nursery Spaces

Just to remind parents that our 

fabulous Nursery unit offer has 

been extended and we can now offer 

places for:  15 hours (either mornings or 

afternoons) or for a full day (30 hour) 

provision.  If you know of a family looking 

for stimulating pre-school learning 

environment, share the good news and get 

them to give us a call.

School Trips from September 2019

We are aware that some year groups unfortunately did not get a big school trip this year.  There 

have been major and fundamental changes we have been making, in addition to bedding in the 

new curriculum.  However, we recognise this is not ideal and will not be the pattern next year.  In 

fact it is our plan that early in the academic year, each year group will have a dedicated 

newsletter, providing an overview of the curriculum for their child for the year and outlining the 

planned visits and trips.  Part of this will also be the option of paying towards those trips throughout 

the academic year as we are aware that all families need to budget and the best way to do that is 

to know in plenty of time what’s coming up.  Watch this space!

Activities families might find 

interesting this weekend…..

River Festival - Sunday 16th 11am to 

5pm in Chatham by the river’s edge 

(Sun Pier area) - Free festival

100% Challenge

This term’s 100% Attendance badge is currently 

being printed, ready for the next batch of children 

who manage to attend each day this term.  As you 

know we asked parents and children what they 

wanted to see, as a reward for this superb 

achievement each term.  We’re  still working 

through all the responses (and deciphering 

handwriting) but we will write to you with the 

findings of that shortly.  

Headlice!!

Please help us 

battle these little 

pests by checking 

your child’s hair 

every day for signs 

of ‘visitors’.

...and finally…..  We are keen that 

the children start to contribute to 

the Flyer and the teachers will be 

asking for their thoughts and 

observations, jokes or snippets of 

news from them as part of our 

planned ‘Kids Corner’ feature. 

Watch this space!



Save the World

(In the style of Pink – Raise Your Glass)

Written by Music Leads at Millennium, 

Green Acres and Timbercroft

Verse 1 – Featherby Juniors

Right right, we’ve gotta fight,

We’re gonna lose our world  alright,

What’s the dealio?

I hate when it’s all too much,

Can we stop our world burnin’ up?

Where’s the self-control?

Pre Chorus – Featherby Infants

Plastic crasher,

Future snatcher,

Stop right now you mean tree grabber,

Don’t be tizzy, just get busy,

Let’s get serious!

First Chorus – Green Acres

So save the world, when you are wrong,

In all the right ways,

All of Maritime,

We will never be never be, anything but proud,

Problem solving, caring power kids,

Won’t you come on and come on and save the 

world,

Just come on and come on and save the world!



Verse 2 – Brooklands

Hey hey, don’t you play,

What part of change don’t you understand?

Wish you’d sort it out.

Can’t stop, worlds gettin’ hot,

We should be sortin’ all this lot,

It’s so wrong right now!

Pre Chorus (Repeat) – Featherby Infants

Plastic crasher,

Future snatcher,

Stop right now you mean tree grabber,

Don’t be tizzy, just get busy,

Let’s get serious!

Second Chorus – Millennium

So save the world, when you are wrong,

In all the right ways,

All of Maritime,

We will never be never be, anything but proud,

Problem solving, caring power kids,

Won’t you come on and come on and save the 

world,

Just come on and come on and save the world!

Won’t you come on and come on and save the 

world,

Just come on and come on and save the world!



Bridge – Nightingale

So if you plant one more tree,

Don’t throw rubbish in the sea,

You can choose to let it grow,

We can always, we can always,

Protect and sustain.

Last Chorus – Timbercroft

So save the world, when you are wrong,

In all the right ways,

All of Maritime,

We will never be never be, anything but proud,

Problem solving, caring power kids.

So save the world, when you are wrong,

In all the right ways,

All of Maritime,

We will never be never be, anything but proud,

Problem solving, caring power kids.

Won’t you come on and come on and save the 

world,

Just come on and come on and save the world!

Won’t you come on and come on and save the 

world,

Just come on and come on and save the world, 

for me!


