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Firstly, Happy New Year to all our families—we will all have to get used to writing “2019" now - | know it will take me
a while to get used foitl This first week back at school has, very much, been a ‘week of two halves’.

Before | go on | would like to thank everyone for their patience and understanding when we had to shut the
Infant building on Wednesday. No headteacher likes shutting their school but we needed to ensure we could
keep the children warm and safe. The temporary heating will be in situ for some weeks because the leaking pipe,
as with a lot of buildings of the fime, is embedded in asbestos which, although safe when left alone, needs to be
accessed safely by professionals when the school is unoccupied. Therefore I'd ask you all to keep your fingers
crossed for an unexpected heatwave so we don't have to have the heaters blowing night and day!

Sadly, however, another issue has been brought to my attention regarding misinformation on social media which |
need to address. Some parents have alleged that the new PTA is run predominantly for/by Infant parents/
teachers and funds raised by both the previous PTAs as well as the children have been squandered by the
school/new PTA and it was so disappointing to see that a very small minority of parents felt it necessary to spread
inaccurate statements, resulting in belittling the exceptional efforts of the two teachers and the parents who gave
so much time to organise and run events for all children. However, let me address a few points to provide some
perspective and accuracy—information that could have been given, if we were asked.

Firstly, neither the school nor PTA has ‘forgoften’ or misappropriated the money last year's Year 6 children raised
for a play area built in memory of one of their classmates, they sadly lost. The children’s plans were extensive and
could not be fulfiled, once safety flooring laid down too. So, whilst the money raised was ring-fenced, matched
funding was applied for from the trust in order to complete their plans and buy the safety flooring fo go under the
play equipment too which has been agreed and we're now scheduling the works to be done so the children get
all the equipment they wanted.

Secondly, releasing funding from charitable status accounts such as PTAs is sometimes a drawn out affair and a
sizeable cheque from the old Junior PTA was received in December. We have now heard about the funds from
the old Infant PTA and are awaiting release of that too. We are grateful to those parents who worked hard over
the last few years to raise these funds, which will be pooled together and now puts the PTA in the enviable
position of being able to immediately have an impact in spending to benefit all our children—both current pupils
and future pupils who will enjoy the resources the PTA purchases.

| would reiterate that the PTA is open to all and everyone is welcome and that parents who would like to constfruc-
fively contribute to the wonderful work of the new joint PTA and would like to share ideas about how monies
should be spent, are always welcome.

The feedback from parents about the recent PTA events has been overwhelmingly positive but | am sure Miss
Moore, Mr Graham and all the PTA will probably agree that we could learn lessons from the Christmas Fair and
discos they tirelessly organised for your children at such short nofice (the first lesson being not to order quite so
many mince pies next yearl) but | am disappointed that their efforts be so meanly derided and one | will not allow
fo go unchallenged. As we educate our children that there is an appropriate way to use social media, equally
our parents also need to understand and adhere to the frust's acceptable use and | will be approaching parents
who have crossed that line individually.

| would reiterate that, should you have a concern or query, please approach a senior lead through the usual
channels so we can address your issue as participation in social media groups often results in misconceptions and
misinformation. Whereas addressing issues to us directly is more effective. However, should you wish to raise a
query through the school Facebook please, please send a private message and we will be happy to respond to

you. Thank you )

Firstly, we'd like to infroduce a new member of the team, Miss Tilley, who will be working in both school offices
throughout the school week, bringing experience that will compliment the already skilled team of Mrs Hutchins, Mrs
Humphreys and Mrs Garwood. | am sure you will give her a warm Featherby welcome when you meet herl

Quick word from the school office

Now that the office team is up to full strength, we can plan joint activities, training and communications more
effectively and so, each Monday at 11.45am both offices will be closed for 15 minutes to phone calls/visitors to
enable us to share best practice. Although we will remind you, we would be grateful for your patience and |
hope you will see that small amount of time that we're not available (either by phone or in person) as time well
spentl

Mrs Barraclough, Admin Manager
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Breaking News - Flu Vaccinations - additional clinics

We have heard from Kent Health Team this week who are offering additional clinics o give parents the
opportunity to have their child vaccinated for flu if they were unable to receive this at school.

Saturday 12th January 2019 (FLU ONLY) (08.30 am - 12.30)
Sheppey Community Hospital, (Island Clinic), Plover Road, Minster on Sea, Sheerness ME12 3LT
Tuesday 15th January 2019(15.30pm - 18.30pm)
Royal Victoria Hospital, Art Room, Radnor Park Avenue, Folkestone, Kent CT19 5BN
Wednesday 1éthJanuary 2019 (15.30 - 18.30)
Foster Street Clinic, Foster Street, Maidstone, Kent, ME15 6NH
Thursday 17 January 2019 (16.30 - 18.30)
Gravesham Community Hospital, Clinic Rooms 10 & 11, Level 1, Bath Street, Gravesend DA11 0GG
Saturday 19 January 2019 (09.30am - 12.00Noon)
College Road Clinic, College Road, Margate, CT9 2RT
Tuesday 22nd January 2019 ( 3.00pm - 5.00pm)
The Training Room, Twydall Primary School, Twydall Lane, Rainham, Kent ME8 6JS
Tuesday 29 January 2019 (3.00pm - 4.30pm)
Exchange House, Thomas Way, Lakesview International Business Park, Hersden, Canterbury, CT3 4NH

Clubs Coming Soon—advance notice! Clubs will start again shortly and we'll write to you with further details
but, so you know, we're offering a variety of sporting activities as well as singing, art , sewing and board
games. Keep an eye out for the letter early next week.

Themed Lunches—All children are welcome! Follow the Link!
Burger & Chips Day—Thursday 17th January

We're having a tfreat on Thursday and it's burger chips and sides at lunchtime (veggie burgers
too). Cut-off day to book in is Tuesday 15th Jan.

Chinese New Year themed lunch - Thursday 31st 2019

How about Sweet & Sour Chicken and rice (or Sweet Chilli Noodles with Quorn), to celebrate
Chinese New Year? Cut-off day to book your child in is Thursday 24th Jan.

All the children are welcome to have lunch on either/both of these days but we need to know so:

. If your child has school meals every day, you don't need to do anything

. If your child has packed lunches usually, follow the link attached to this email for the online booking
and communication format we're trialling, and let us know your child wants it. If you child is in the Juniors
and you need to pay we'll send you the link to pay for them (£2.05 each) when you've booked. Any
problems, please call the school office.

Year 4 children will receive two ~ Class Assemblies this term!
week's tennis lessons at Ave-
nue Tennis at no charge to
parents. Cloudjumper start
their lessons next week (letter
sent separately). Stormfly and Ravenclow—Friday 18/1/19 Toothless—Friday 25/1/19
Toothless classes - we will write
to you shortly to let you know
when your child’s lessons will Shere Khan—Friday 15/2/19
take place.

Class assemblies start again next week, when parents are welcome to
come to watch at 92.10am via Chilham Road entrance for the following
classes:

Mowgli—Friday 1/2/19 Cloudjumper—Friday 8/2/19

Q&/ Year 6 children will have a 'practice SATs week’ next week, to ensure they

), are familiar with the process when the real thing happens in May.



Wear your uniform with pride!

We would remind parents/carers that children must wear school uniform at all times. Junior children should be
in shirt and tie, with skirt/trousers, jumper and black shoes. Infant children should be in white polo shirts, instead
of shirt and fie.

We thought you might like to see the plans that have been produced by the equipment
company, so you know what it will look like.

We are awaiting scheduling with the organisation doing the works for us and will keep
you posted on dates.
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Features Include:

- Single Trapeze Swing with
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- Rope Tunnel

- Roll Over Bars
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2019 - 2020 Term Time Dates

Term one: Wednesday 4 September to Friday 18 October 2019

Half-term holiday: Monday 21 October to Friday 25 October 2019

Term two: Monday 28 October to Friday 20 December 2019

Christmas and New Year holiday: Monday 23 December 2019 to Friday 3
January 2020.

Term three: Monday é January to Friday 14 February 2020

Half-term holiday: Monday 17 February to Friday 21 February 2020.

Term four: Term time: Monday 24 February to Friday 3 April 2020

Easter holiday: Monday é April to Friday 17 April 2020.

Term five: Monday 20 April to Friday 22 May 2020 (except May Day bank holiday
on 4 May)

Half-term holiday: Monday 25 May to Friday 29 May 2020 (spring bank holi-
day on 25 May)

Term six: Monday 1 June to Friday 17 July 2020

Staff Development Days: Monday 2nd and Tuesday 3rd September 2019 &
Monday 20th July 2020

2 more INSET days to follow— we will confirm as soon as possible.
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Fresh Fruit & Yoghurts also Available <0 “\0(5“
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If your child doesn’t usually have school meals but would like to join us for the
American Day menu, please let us know by 15th January. You can book through
LLJ the link provided by the school office.
Junior parents — once you are booked in, the office will send you a link to pay.
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or

With Stir Eried Vegetables
or Vegetable Spring Rolls &




