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Proposed Expansion of Danecourt School 

This consultation document is addressed to everyone involved in Danecourt Primary School, Bligh                         
Primary School and Featherby Primary School and those within its communities. 

 There will be virtual meetings held on the following dates: 
 

●      ​Wednesday 24​th​ February at 11.30am 
●      ​Friday 26​th​ February at 3.30pm 
●      ​Monday 1​st​ March at 6pm 

The purpose of the meeting is to discuss the proposed expansion to Danecourt School through the                               
creation of satellite provisions at both Bligh and Featherby Primary Schools. We would encourage                           
you to attend one of the meetings if you have any questions, or you simply want to learn more about                                       
this exciting new project. 

To book a place at one of the meetings please submit the following form ​Booking Form​. Prior to the                                     
meeting you will then be sent an email with a link to the meeting, which will be conducted via Zoom.                                       
Should you have any issues accessing the form please contact Laura Belcher at Danecourt School on                               
01634 232589. 

The Proposal 

Danecourt is a special school for primary aged children all of whom have an Education Health and                                 
Care Plan (EHCP). The children attending Danecourt have severe and complex needs, such as autism.                             
Danecourt School currently has 185 children with special educational needs on roll and has been                             
asked by the Local Authority to submit an application to the Department for Education to increase                               
the number of special school places available to children within Medway. 

The aim is to use vacant spaces within two of the mainstream primary schools within Maritime Trust                                 
– Featherby and Bligh Schools, to create satellite provisions. The satellite provisions will provide an                             
additional 48 high quality specialist places for children in Medway, reducing the number of primary                             
age pupils needing to travel out of the county to access specialist provision. 

Why? 

Demand for special school places in Medway is high. Unfortunately the school is unable to offer                               
additional places to children due to the lack of space to expand and develop the current provision or                                   
the ability to create additional classes within the existing school design. 

Through the creation of the satellite provisions, Danecourt would be able to offer up to an additional                                 
48 places to improve the outcomes and opportunities for primary aged children with special                           
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educational needs. Thus, supporting the Local Authority, the families and the children who would be                             
eligible. 

Will the provision at any of the schools change? 
 
No. 
All the children attending the satellite provisions will remain on roll at Danecourt School and will be                                 
taught by Danecourt teachers and teaching assistants. The children will follow the same curriculum                           
and have access to all the specialist resources available to the children at Danecourt. As a result of                                   
the close proximity of the satellite provisions and the main schools (Bligh and Featherby), the                             
children attending the satellite provision would have the opportunity to interact with their                         
mainstream peers, as it is deemed appropriate for the children and as agreed with the mainstream                               
schools. 
 
The children attending the satellite provision at Featherby will be based within the former Sunshine                             
building and have their own access arrangements, including onsite parking and drop off / pick up                               
area 
 
The children attending the satellite provision at Bligh will be based within the old children’s centre,                               
currently being used by Ebbsfleet Green. Like Featherby, the satellite at Bligh will also have its own                                 
access arrangements, including onsite parking and drop off / pick up area. 
 
Will the admission arrangements to Danecourt change? 

No, the admissions arrangements and processes will remain the same. All children attending                         
Danecourt School will have an EHCP and all consultations for placement will come via the Special                               
Educational Needs (SEN) department at Medway Local Authority.  

Which children will access the satellite provisions? 

The satellite provision at Featherby will be for children in Reception and Key Stage 1. The children will                                   
then transition back to the Danecourt main site for Key Stage 2. 

The satellite provision at Bligh will be accessed by children within Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 who                                     
access the Enquire track. 

There may be children currently attending Danecourt who we believe that it would be appropriate                             
for them to attend the satellite provisions. Where this is the case there will be discussions between                                 
the school and parents/carers before any decision is made. 

Children would only be offered a place within one of the satellites if it were believed it was the most                                       
appropriate place for them. If for any reason, it was felt that the child who was attending at one of                                       
the satellite provisions would be better placed at the main school site, then this would be discussed                                 
and a move would be facilitated where it was necessary. 

What are the advantages to this proposal? 

Collaborative working across Danecourt and the mainstream schools would be further embedded by                         
basing the satellite provision within the mainstream school sites. This would facilitate the                         
transference of skills between the specialist staff based within the satellite provisions and those                           
working within the mainstream setting, benefitting a wide range of vulnerable learners throughout                         
all of the schools by fostering an inclusive environment. 

 



 

Are there any disadvantages to this proposal? 

No, this proposal provides the capital to expand and develop unused areas within Featherby and                             
Bligh, providing additional highly sought after school spaces required by the Local Authority for                           
children with special educational needs.  

What happens next? 

We have discussed the proposal and have summarised our views regarding the advantages and                           
disadvantages as we see them. We recognise that these are not exhaustive, therefore, we have left                               
space on the attached questionnaire for you to add your views. 

  
● Trustees to consider the proposal and ratify the application, in principle – Tuesday 9​th February                             

2021 
●  Consultation period opens – Friday 5​th​ February 2021 
● Consultation period closes – 12pm on Friday 5​th​ March 2021 
● Application for Significant Change to be submitted to the Regional Schools Commissioner (RSC) –                           

Friday 5​th​ March 2021 
● RSC to consider and determine the Significant Change proposal – Thursday 25​th​ March 2021 
● Preparations to begin in April 2021 for the redevelopment of Featherby should the proposal be                             

successful. 

Please find attached a questionnaire, which can also be completed electronically by following the link                             
Proposed Expansion Questionnaire​. We kindly ask you to complete the questionnaire so we can take                             
account of your views in the proposal.  

Please return the questionnaire no later than 10am on Friday 5​th March 2021 to either                             
Danecourt, Featherby or Bligh School. 

We will keep you informed at every stage of the expansion by way of the Trust and school websites. 

 
●  Danecourt School  https://www.danecourtschool.com 
●  Featherby School  https://www.featherby-jun.medway.sch.uk/ 
●  Bligh School  https://www.blighprimaryschool.co.uk/ 
●  Maritime Academy Trust  https://www.maritimeacademytrust.org/ 
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Danecourt School – Proposed Expansion Questionnaire 

 
Please indicate your views on the proposed expansion to Danecourt School through the 

creation of satellite provisions at both Bligh and Featherby Primary School. 

 

Your interest in the proposal:  (Please indicate one of the below) 

☐ Pupil 

☐ Parent/Carer 

☐ School Governor – LAC 

☐ School Staff 

☐ Local Resident 

☐ Local Councillor  

☐ Other (please specify) ____________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Your Name: 
 

 

Your Address: 
 
 
 

 

Creation of the satellite 
provisions would mean we 
could: 

Strongly 
Agree 

Agree  Neither  Disagree  Strongly 
Disagree 

Don’t 
Know 

Help meet the growing 
demand for special school 
places: 

           

Support outcomes for 
vulnerable pupils across all 
schools: 

           

Create a more inclusive 
environment for all children: 

           

I support this proposal: 
 

           



 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for taking the time to send us your thoughts on the proposal. 

For your views to be counted, you must provide your full name and address.  Only one response per 
person will be accepted.  We will not pass on your personal information to a third party.  Your views 
will be treated as strictly confidential.  

Please return the questionnaire by 10am on Friday 5​th​ March 2021: 

● By Post – please mark as “Proposal Questionnaire” and address it to Danecourt School, Hotel 
Road, Watling Street, Gillingham, Kent ME8 6AA or; 

 
● By Email – please email the completed form to ​info@danecourt-maritime.org​ or;  

 
● By hand - Boxes for the completed forms will be placed in the school reception area in 

Danecourt, Featherby and Bligh Primary Schools. 

 

Please add any other comments on this proposal: 
(Continue overleaf if necessary) 
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