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Term 5, Week 1.... Well I can certainly say this wasn't the usual
'first week back' after the Easter break!  But what a week it has
been.  I've seen lots of science experiments, children becoming
artists, bakers and musicians... all from the comfort of your own
homes!  It really is heart-warming to see how dedicated and
resilient our Featherby children are.  I am blown away by how
quickly they seem to have adapted to this new (temporary)
'normal'.  Dare I say it, I think they have adapted faster than we
have!  I would like to stress to you that we do not expect children
to be completing work at the same speed they would be in
school, nor do we expect you as parents to be educating them
to the same level a teacher would be.  We simply ask (and I can't
stress this enough) that you be parents.  Be there to support
your child and guide them in the right direction... as of course
you always would do.  We ask nothing more than that.  Please
take it easy on yourselves and know that (I've said it before and
I'll say it again) your best IS good enough.  If you are struggling at
home in anyway, please do contact us.  We are here to support
you as our families, whether that be with worries about your
child's work, financial circumstances at home, general anxieties
about the future... we do not have all the answers but we
certainly can offer support.  Please do not feel like you're alone
in these difficult times.  We will do our level best to support our
Featherby Family in any way we can.  Take care!
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Betsy, Tommy and family raised money for the
NHS on Sunday by running 570m laps near their
home.  Their aim was to run 250 laps as a family
(they did 270!) and in fancy dress!!! Betsy did
17.1km with 30 laps and Tommy 17.7km with 31
laps! As a family, they did 156.8km overall!  An
amazing achievement for such great cause!  Well
done!  We are so proud!

Mrs Hopkins would like to give another huge 
shout out to Lily A in Shere Khan.  
 

She completed an amazing Easter project: A business
named 'swEET me up', creating an Easter egg at a
realistic price.   It is white, dark and milk chocolate
with a window of marshmallows, pretzels, popcorn
and fudge.   It has packaging and is all designed to
promote a 'movie night'! She has completed a
business plan, questionanire, a power point and video
advert!  Well done Lily - Great work!

"Together, at home"

Mrs Hopkins would like to give a shout out to Millee

in Mowgli for her Easter project.  She created

four Easter games and did all the marketing

research, pricing and pitching.  She finally came up

with her product, even doing a radio ad for it! 

 Well done Millee!

Thank you to everyone who wished

Milo a Happy 1st Birthday!  He is

very pleased that you are all still

thinking of him and cannot wait to

get back into School!  He had a

wonderful day filled with treats,

toys and an extra long walk!

Here is
Georgia and
her robot
made from
recycled
materials. 
 
She named it
Alistair.  What
a great idea,
Well done
Georgia!



If we emailed you this week you will be aware that more parents than ever are becoming eligible for free school meals, as the
government widens the eligibility criteria. Even if your child never intends on taking a school meal whilst in school, if you are
eligible then you may get extra assistance from the government at the moment (as well as helping the school qualify for
more funding!).  Some of you may have received an email this week asking for your help, so you can help us to help you and
the school.   We would happily do it for you (it takes 5 minutes) but, for those who have received this email, we don’t have
your National Insurance No. and/or date of birth. So we’re asking you to please follow the link below:
 

https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/medway/ 
 

...and start a new application and by taking just 5 minutes of your time you may be helping Featherby now and maybe even
your child’s secondary school (when they leave us).  If you need our help, please give me a ring on 01634 231984. To explain
what this means for Featherby - as you’re probably aware, school budgets nationally are getting tighter and tighter and at
Featherby we’re not immune to the affects of financial restrictions, sadly.  
 

In order to qualify for more money for school budgets, schools must ask parents to apply and check if they are eligible for
free school meals for their child, via the Medway FSM checker. We ask you to do this, even if you don’t think you’d be eligible
or even if you’re child would never have a school meal, it may help our school budget in the months/years to come. Do you
know that, for every eligible child, the school receives over £1,500 for up to six years?  That’s an awful lot of money we could
be missing out on and it would provide a lot of classroom resources and support if even if only one or two of our parents
were found to be eligible. 
 

Can you think of a better reason to take 5 mins to put your information in the Medway Council’s secure system?!  Please
check your emails as this may apply to you.
 

Kind regards, Mrs Barraclough

In last week's flyer we asked for donations of old, clean
bedding/fabrics that will be turned into scrubs for NHS staff
and we would like to thank you for your generosity already! We
are now calling on any super-sewing heroes to assist our team
of staff in sewing scrubs and making washable drawstring
bags.  The idea of these bags is for NHS staff to put their
scrubs in them and chuck the bags in the wash to avoid cross-
contamination.   Do you know anyone who can sew?  We'd be
very grateful for some volunteers!  If this sounds like
something you would be interested in, please contact us at
barrj495@fpsmat.org or give us a call on 01634 231984.  

 
Let's pull together and help our NHS heroes. 

We  appreciate that times are very tough for most of us at the moment and financial
circumstances are constantly changing given new government guidelines when it comes to
work.  Please be assured that you can always contact us to explain your situation and we
will do everything we can to support you and your family.  If you are experiencing any
financial hardship or just struggling to cope in general with the current climate, please do
not hesitate to contact us.  We are not just your child's school;  We are a community and
we really are here to help.  Please email barrj495.887@fpsmat.org or call 01634 231984.  
Of course, we would never discuss your situation with anyone else and will do our best to
offer you support in any way we can.  Remember we're all part of this Featherby Family.
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Please give a warm Featherby Welcome...
...to all of our new Nursery children! 

 

We know this is not the way you envisaged your child starting Nursery but we promise we

will get your little ones in as soon as it is safe to do so.  For now, welcome to the virtual

Featherby Family!  You will have all been sent a link to join Tapestry where we will share

with you lots of fun activities and updates from the School.  Tapestry is where you will

eventually be able to see pictures/updates from your child and ask questions throughout the

school day.  Mrs Long and the Nursery team are so excited to see you all!

 

Year 5 and the Medway 11+ Tests
 

We know some of our Year 5 parents will be concerned about the process for the 11+ tests and
qualifying for a grammar school place for their child for September 2021.  We are endeavouring to get
more guidance from Medway at the moment as to what they expect will be the process but they, like all
organisations across the country, are trying to plan under such uncertainty and don't yet have all the
answers for us.  
 

However, in the meantime, we would reassure you that all children (in Medway and across the whole
country) are in the same situation as your child, with a disruption in their learning so please don't worry
that your child will be more or less disadvantaged than their peers.   We will, of course, keep you
informed as they clarify the position and we will support you.

"Precious time at home, to watch our children learn and grow"

P.s. Just a reminder to all of our 'All Day Nursery' families.  Please ensure you have renewed your child's 30 hour
code with HMRC (ready for when we reopen).  Thank you!


