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We will be focusing on improving attendance for every child at Featherby in the coming terms.
We will be issuing challenges to the children and recognition of their efforts as well as offering drop
-in support clinics, late gate challenges and, if necessary, asking parents to attend meetings with
senior leaders and Medway Attendance Practitioners to review how attendance can be
Improved. We want every family to work with us, for every child's sake.

| wanted to explain the rationale behind our upcoming focus on attendance. Although it seems
to be stating the obvious, sometimes we just have to say it out loud... “attainment is directly
affected by attendance"”. No matter how good teaching and learning is at Featherby, if a child is
absent they can't be taught by that teacher. Did you know that it has been shown that an
increase in 2% in attendance equates to a grade higher at GCSE2 Conversely, if a child is absent
for the usual amount of coughs and colds etc and is also absent as his/her family have a two
week family holiday each year, that child will miss the equivalent of an entire year of school by the
time he/she sits GCSEse

Ultimately we all want the same thing, your children, the children of Featherby to grow up to

become successful adults, with qualifications that makes them competitive with others in
whichever field they choose. Thank you, as always, for your support.
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Griffin Class Assembly

Griffin are putting on another

performance of their recent class
assembly on Wednesday 27th
March at 2.10am (as some parents
unfortunately missed it because of
a mix up with the timings on the
text message...Sorry!) If you missed
it, we hope to see you on the 27thl

Could you donate any perenniail
planis?

Are you doing gardening this week
and dividing up some plants that are
overtaking the borders? If so, we'd
love some donations to
add to our flower borders.

buy that “Someans §p

golal" & giftfor nxt weekenw!

Nursery, Year R and Year 1: can buy their gifts on Monday

Year 2: can buy their gifts on Tuesday

Year 3, 4, 5 and é: can go fo the library on Wednesday,
Thursday or Friday and buy a gift

Play Equipment and Remembrance Garden

You may have noticed there's been quite a bit of activity
in the corner of the field this week. Preparation ground-
work has started on the new play equipment and remem-
brance area. How exciting it is to
see it take shape!

Dentists accepting NHS patients and offering Saturday appointments

Following on from our aftendance focus, we know that some dental surgeries are a bit prickly
about giving children appointments outside of school hours. However there are some surgeries
who do. We were contacted this week by Ashley Lupin & Associates (Railway Street, Chatham)
who do just that. Please ensure that regular dental check ups (and opticians etc) are outside of
school hours—if your child is missing a lesson, they're missing out!
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Well done, Amelia—you're an inspiration!
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Amelia-Rose in Green Class has this week been an inspiration fo us all, by launching a
just-giving page following having all her hair cut short in aid of The Little Princess Trust.

What a super-star.
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You can find out details of how to donate to Amelia’s just-giving page via the school

Twitter feed.

Well done to the Handball Team who competed
against 24 schools and came firsi! Now, the team

PE Kits in school every day please!

White T-Shirt, Black or Blue Shorts and Trainers

will go forward to represent the whole of
Medway. What a team, super-proud of them all!

Do you owe ouistanding paymenis?

Please be aware that, if historic payments are
not cleared by the end of the month, then non-
essential activities will not be available for your
child (until that amount is cleared). We do not
want to restrict any child’s club activities but, |
am sure everyone will appreciate, the school
budget is for all children and we must protect
that budget for all children. We will send letters
out to those individuals it will affect.

Medway Messenger—My Mum Supplement

We are assured that the children’s "My Mum"
messages and pictures (Year R, 1 and 2) will be in
the Medway Messenger newspaper (ouf on
Thursday 28th). Pop in to
your newsagents for a o

copy!

From Term 5 onwards, parents can choose from three options:

School meals every day

Home-packed lunches every day

NEW: A combination of both. So, if your child likes roast dinners and would like to have every
roast day (Weds) and packed lunches on the other days that's fine. Or if your child loves fish
and chips and wants a school meal every Friday, and packed lunches the remainder of the
week that's also fine. Any combination of days is fine but we sfill need to know that your child
will be having that option every one of those days, if that's what you choose, for the duration of
Term 5.

Of course, to make this extension of choice and options work it will rely on you letting us know what
| you would like your child to have for lunch next term! In order fo access the online form, you must
be in Google Chrome — any problems please call the office and we will be glad to help.  The link is:
https://goo.gl/forms/icYuFFievYYjwuXfl

Year R Trip to Museum of Kent Life

Well done and thank you to those parents who have already started paying for Red, Orange and
Yellow Classes' very first school trip! We're off to Museum of Kent Life and we're all so excited. We
wanted to give you all plenty of notice and the opportunity to spread the payments so please follow
the Schoolmoney link to pay for this trip over the next two months.



Make and Take for that-

'Someone Special
£1 a gift #
This year children can pick from:
a selection of pre-wrapped gifts
* or

chose to make a personalised gift for that
'special someone’
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