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Last week we celebrated VE Day and it made me so proud
to see our Featherby Family out in full force (in your
gardens) making celebratory cakes, decorating with bunting
and waving the Union Jack to show your gratitude to those
who fought in war. This shows the Featherby values of
'Respect’ and 'Unity’. I'd like to take this opportunity to
reassure you as parents that we are reacting to an ever-
changing situation and we are working behind the scenes
trying our best to plan for that. However, the safety of our
Featherby Family, children, parents and staff, is going to be
our highest priority, as always. I'd like to thank you again for
your patience and understanding in these difficult times.
We are thinking of everyone at home during this period of
distance learning but also taking every precaution to ensure
our key worker children who are still in school are nurtured
and educated in a more relaxed, family feel environment.
These times are unusual for us all and I'd like to reiterate
that your best IS good enough whether you are a parent,
pupil, teacher or other member of staff. We are all doing
our best and that is all we ask. Take care! C?,?M 41




"We'll meet again some sunny day"

Here are some wonderful pictures of your VE Day celebrations at home! You all went to incredible efforts
to show your respect and appreciation for everyone Who fought for our country. We are so proud of our
Featherby Family and hope you enjoyed celebrating

Chloe P

Abigail has created o
'worry box' at home. We
think this is a great idea if
your child has any worries
or anxieties Whilst Learning
from home (and even When
they return to school). This
way you can toKe their
worries out of the box and
work through them
together. Great job Abigail!
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The following is an update from Medway regarding the Medway Test for those pupils
who will be entering Secondary School in September 2020.

Medway Test (11+) - An update from Medway

We assure you that children will be given the opportunity to get a place at one of Medway's
grammar schools.

We are unable to tell you exactly how and when the Medway Test will take place with the

current caranavirus (COVID-18) measures in place.

We will have a clearer picture when we know when restrictions will ease and schools will
reopen

Any changes to when the Medway Test will take place will depend on the national legislation

and guidance from the Department for Education (DfE) such as the School Admissions
Code.

Schools are working hard to ensure that pupils still get education and support

Registration for the Medway Test is still on the planned date of 1 June to 29 June. Children
who are registered for the test by the deadline will be given papers to help familiarise them
with the format and layout of the test.

Key dates for Admissions 2021 will be published on Medway Councils website at the end of
this month.
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We know parents are concerned about the residential trips as well as school trips and activities that were planned for the Summer
term, which are highly unlikely to go ahead now. Please know that we have not forgotten about this and we are working on this, along
with the central finance team to resolve this.

Year 4 - The residential trip that was planned for the earlier this month has, at this point, been rearranged for mid-September
(although, of course, this will still be under review as the health crisis evolves over the coming weeks). This will mean that the Year 4
children will, in fact, be Year 5s when they have this experience but this was our only option to protect the money paid by our families
as the alternative would be us ‘cancelling' this and therefore losing the money paid by parents.

Year 6 - we know that, sadly, the Year 6 children who were looking forward to their residential trip to Isle of Wight are not going to be
able to go ( we can't push that trip back into the next academic year, after all - they'll all be at their secondary schools by then!). We
are currently engaging with the company organising the trip along with the insurers and the trust finance team and, as soon as
possible, we hope to be in a position to return the monies paid. | am sure you will appreciate that all these business, like all travel
companies large and small, are reacting to something unprecedented and unimaginable a few months ago and these things take time.
Were we to 'cancel' then we risk losing monies paid, we have to wait until the company ‘cancels' but we are in constant dialogue.

School trips and activities for the academic year - We know that many of you paid in full (or in part) for trips and activities for your
child for the year and will have credit balances. Some of the luckier year groups at least got to go on big school trips (eg Year 3 who
went to the British Museum and Year 6 who went to the Science Museum) but many of you didn't get to go at all. Every parent will
receive a specific breakdown of any credits and in all our year groups (aside of Year 6 obviously!) we will look to carry that credit
balance (if any) forward to next academic year. Year 6's we will be in contact with you to discuss refund options of your credit
balances, where appropriate. Please bear with us - | am sure you will understand this is not an easy task, but we have not forgotten
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Daar Kevyvworkers

Firstly, bl rme say Thank you', Many of vou are front-line workers and all of you are critical
o kseping our communifies wale and lunctioning and you aré in my thooeghts all the tme
but pariculary whan we clap tor our carers on Thursdays,

Cwvar the lost couple of months the team of stalf in school hove done their bast to suppor
you and 1o ansura your child feels safe ond nurtured, when children thamsaives parhops
fe e anedous than iher pears becouse hey are awang of how important their
parents’ roles are. |, for ona, am gratetud for their hard work and commitmant and | know
this oz baan achoed bolh by Mick Osbama [MAT CEQ) and the Trust Board, particularly
s Featheroy stall have been suppating an increased nember of children - probably due
o our prosmity 1o a large hospital and ako many large suparmarkets and distribution
cantras, This KCeyworksr cover has continead 1o ba alferad conlinuously, avan durng
Ecstar half-term whan staff should have beaan at home.

Howy all sehools are baing asked by Govamman! 1o lacilitate phasad recpeaning of
whools (probably from 18t Juna] and this bring: up a new sat of challenges, Therafors it

has been dacided to lampoiarly 'closa’ all Marlima schools 10 keyworkers for the
Fcall-tew ) waak |[Moanday 25th May 1o Frday 291h May - Monday baing o Bank Haliday) in

order to give stall somea wall desarved rast lor ther own wall-being as weall as focllitate the
changs o phosed opaning the lollowing week, Bacouse many of vou did not indicota
thcl you would naad us Tar thal waak, | hopa this will ol incomnsamnisnca many of yau, |

arm sure you will, ks ma, leal ihal stall desarve somaa rest and reflechion with thair familles
0 they can coma boack and lockle the challenges that increasad numibers moay Brng on
It Juna,

Yours sinceraly
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